Appendix G

Reporting Child Abuse

Reports should be made to child protective services, social services or law enforcement officials.  For assistance, you can also call the National Child Abuse Hotline 

(ChildHelp USA) at 800-4-A-CHILD.
	State
	Tennessee
	Virginia

	Who Should Report?
	ALL persons must report
	Anyone can.

Mandatory for health care professionals; mental health professionals; social work professionals; education/child care professionals; law enforcement professionals; “any person associated with or employed by private organizations responsible for the care, custody and control of children.”

	Standard
	Have reasonable cause to suspect.
	Have reason to suspect.

	Phone Numbers
	877-237-0004

Northeast Tennessee:

877-542-2873
	800-552-7096 or 

804-786-8536

	Immunity
	Any person who report in good faith.
	From civil or criminal liability unless proven that reported acted in bad faith or with malicious intent.

	Failure to Report
	Misdemeanor and/or fine.
	Any person required to report who knowingly fails to do so within 72 hours is subject to fines.

	State Government Website
	www.state.tn.us/youth/cps
	www.dss.state.va.us/family/cps.html


