SSUMC Children’s

G.R.E.A.T. Adventure
God’s love Reaching Exciting Assuring Transforming the Lives of Kids!

Rotation Overview

The Prodigal Son - Lost and Found!

(This lesson set created and copyrighted by State Street UMC, Bristol, VA  2000.  Permission granted to copy materials for non-commercial use, provided credit is given to State Street UMC.)

Scripture References:  Luke 15:11-32, page 327 The Story of the Lost Son, in Grades 1-2 Bibles)

Memory Verse:  “How great is the love the Father has given us so freely!  Now we can be called children of God.”  I John 3:1 (Found on page 409 of The Little Kids Adventure Bible for Grades 1-2)

Themes:  Grace, Forgiveness and Repentance, Consequences of sin, Jealousy

Objectives and Life Application: 

· Children will learn the sequence of the events of the story.  (Holy Word Theatre, CyberSpace) 

· Children will explore the concepts of grace, forgiveness and repentance.  (Raiders of the Lost Art) 

· Children will explore the context of the story including Jewish inheritance laws, dietary laws, feasts and customs (Bible Quest and Solid Rock Cafe) 

· Children will understand the meaning of the words parable and prodigal.  (All)

· Children will explore the emotions and feelings of the characters and the consequences for bad choices in the story and relate those feelings to their own lives (Sunday Morning Live and Raiders of the Lost Art)

· Children will locate the story in their Bibles. (All)

· Children will memorize I John 3:1 (All)

Overview of the Workshops:

Music: 

Younger Children: Music can be played during activities or used if you have extra time at the end of a workshop.  Songs:  “Amazing Grace”, “Mercy is Falling,” “Welcome Back!”

Raiders of the Lost Art: Create wire sculptures depicting grace, forgiveness.

Sunday Morning Live: 

Younger:  Play Freeze game to understand the feelings expressed in the story.

Older: re-enact a modern day version of the story.

Bible Quest:  Explore the story, play games to review the details of the story.

Solid Rock Cafe:  Have a celebration feast, make and eat “Prodigal Porkers”

CyberSpace:  Older kids:  Explore the story through the Prodigal Son CD, Younger kids:  Play and Learn Bible to study the story and illustrate sections of the story in sequence.

Holy Word Theatre:  View Nest video of Prodigal Son, discuss story.

Journal Questions:

Plan to include suggested journal questions in your lessons to use for the last 10 minutes of each session.  Suggested journal questions are included which tie in to the focus objectives of each workshop.   Use these or pull from the “Ideas for Discussion Focus” at the end of this packet.

Raiders of the Lost Art:  

Focus:  Grace, mercy, forgiveness

Grades 1-2:  Draw a picture of the prodigal son and his father when he returned.  How do you think they felt?  

Grades 3-4:  Write about a time when you did something wrong.  What does it feel like to be forgiven?  Grades 5-6:  The father in the story represents God.  Jesus told it to us to help us understand God’s mercy, forgiveness and grace.  What would be the hardest thing for you to forgive?  Would God forgive that?  

Sunday Morning Live:

Focus:  Exploring the feelings and emotions of the characters

Grades 1-2:  Draw a picture or write about the older son and how he felt.  Have you ever felt jealous of someone?   

Grades 3-4:  The older son in the story was very jealous of the way the father treated his younger brother.  Write about a time when you were jealous of someone.  How should we react to the good fortune of others?

Grades 5-6:  What is the difference between “being sorry” and true repentance?  What does repentance require?

Bible Quest: 

Focus:  Putting the story in context, dietary laws, customs, etc.

Grades 1-2:  Jewish people are forbidden to have anything to do with pigs.  Draw a picture showing how you think the prodigal son might have looked while taking care of the pigs.

Grades 3-6:  Write about a time you wasted your money or allowance on something that did not last.        

Solid Rock Cafe:

Focus:  Putting the story in context, dietary laws, customs, etc.  

Grades 1-2:  The father was happy to have his lost son home.  He had a huge party.  Draw a picture of a time when you found something that was lost.

Grades 3-6:  Who in the parable are you the most like -- the son who left, the son who stayed or the father?  How do you think you are like the one you chose? 

CyberSpace:

Focus:  Sequencing the events of the story.

Grades 1-2:   Draw a picture of your favorite part of the story (or finish the one you began previously) 

Grades 3-4:  Write about your favorite part of the story of the Prodigal Son.  

Grades 5-6:  Why do you think Jesus told this parable?  What did he want us to learn?

HolyWord Theatre:

Focus:  Sequencing the events of the story.

Grades 1-2:  Draw a picture of your favorite part of the story (or finish the one you began previously).

Grades 3-6:  How do you think the story ended? 

Ideas for Discussion Focus: 

 Provide a balance of both “content” and “reflection” types of questions when writing your lessons.  Content questions require simple responses while reflection questions necessitate more  thought and may or may not have one right answer.

· Why do you think the son wanted to leave his home?

· Why did the father give his sons their inheritance early?  Was this a normal thing to do?

· What did the younger son do with his money?

· What happened to the younger son when he ran out of money?

· What job did the younger son take?  Why was that such a terrible job for him?

· What would be the worst job you could imagine doing? 

· What do you think made the younger son decide to return home?

· What did he plan to say to his father?  How do you think he felt about admitting his mistake?

· Do you ever have a hard time admitting you are wrong?

· What happened when the father saw the younger son walking toward home?

· Why was it so unusual that the father RAN to his son?

· What did the father give to his son?

· What did he tell the servants to do?

· What do you think the servants thought?

· How did the older son find out about his brother’s return?

· What did he think about it?

· What did the father say to the older son?

· Who does the father represent in this story?

· Who does the older son represent?  the younger son?

· What does the story teach us about God’s love?  

· What does the story teach us about trying to earn God’s love?  

· Was the younger son sorry for what he had done?  How do you know that?  (talk about what repentance means)

· What does God want us to do when we have done something wrong?

· Have you ever done something you were really sorry for?  How does it feel to be forgiven?

· The older brother thought the father was being unfair.  What do you think?  

· What does the story teach us about jealousy?  

· Have you ever been jealous of your brother or sister (or someone else)?

· What if someone you know does terrible things and lives a very bad life, but then they feel sorry and ask God to forgive them.  How does God want us to treat that person?

· In what way are we a little like the “prodigal son?”  The older son?  

· How is God like the father in the story?

· Jesus didn’t tell us the ending of the story.  How do you think it ended?

· Why did Jesus tell this story? 

Background Information

The Prodigal Son (or the Parable of the Lost Son or the Loving Father) is one of many parables Jesus told to his followers.   He actually told this parable as the final of three stories about God seeking the lost. A “parable” is a story with both literal and figurative meanings, but basically parables tell us about God and how he wants us to live.  The word “prodigal” means wasteful or reckless which describes the lifestyle of the younger son in the story.   The parable of the prodigal son, like many of Jesus’ parables can be viewed from the perspective of the different characters.  The Jewish people at the time would have primarily viewed it as a description of who God is.  

Jesus told this story in response to the criticism of the scribes and Pharisees who constantly muttered about him spending time with “sinners and tax collectors.”    He told the story of the Lost Coin and the Lost Sheep first, showing the supreme effort the shepherd and housewife were willing to make in seeking that which was lost.  Each story concluded by rejoicing and celebrating the “found” item.  The scribes and Pharisees were themselves unwilling to seek the lost souls, but couldn’t they at least rejoice when someone else did?  On the contrary, the scribe and Pharisees considered Jesus tainted by his association with the outcasts of religious society.   

In telling the story of the prodigal son Jesus attempted to explain to the legalistic and judgmental Pharisees something of the nature of God, the loving father in the story.  The “sinners and tax collectors” were represented by the younger son.  The self-righteous religious leaders of the time were symbolized by the elder son.    

The consequences of sin.  The traditions of the time were that the father would split the family business, property and animals between his grown sons.  The elder would receive twice as much as the younger son, in this case, two thirds to the elder and one third to the younger.  In the story, the prodigal actively rebelled against his father  by seeking his inheritance early.  This action was inconceivable to people of the time and would have totally shocked Jesus’ audience!   Sons did not demand their inheritance.  It just wasn’t done.  Jewish law did permit a father, under some circumstances, to settle his affairs while still living.  This was done at the father’s initiative, however, never at the demand of the son.  The actual disbursement of the property would not occur until after the father’s death.   The younger son, has drastically offended and shamed his father, by asking for his inheritance to be settled early.  In essence he has said to his father, “I wish you were dead!”  Then he adds insult to injury by insisting that it be given to him immediately, before his father’s death.   And, amazingly, the father grants his request.  Sometimes God lets us have our own way even though he knows it will only lead to trouble.  Sometimes that is the only way we can learn.

The son has alienated himself from his family and community by his actions.  Everyone is outraged at his behavior, and the son leaves, severing all ties with his people and his land -- supremely important ties in Biblical times and running as far away as possible from his father.   Where do we go and what do we do today to run away from God?

The son descends into wasteful and dissolute living, squandering all of his money on the temptations of “big city” life.   Soon he is completely out of money and facing a terrifying reality -- famine!  A severe famine has hit the land and the prodigal is starving.  He is reduced to asking a pagan gentile for help.  In the world of Jesus, if someone came asking for a handout, a polite way to refuse them would be to say, “You can feed my pigs.”  It was a way of saying, “Thanks, but no thanks.”  Desperate, the prodigal takes the job. To a Jew pigs were forbidden, unclean animals.  The prodigal has sunk to the lowest of low by becoming a swineherd.

The pigs he cared for, were eating carob pods, small bitter berries which grow on a small shrub.   Even pigs won’t eat them except in times of extreme famine because they are so distasteful and empty of nutritional value.  In his desperate hunger, the Prodigal longs to eat his fill of the pods.  

Coming to repentance.   The rabbis of the time had a saying, “When a son goes barefoot, then he remembers the comfort of his father’s house.”  Verse 17 says, “When he came to his senses,” or in essence, when  “he repented.”  But his repentance is not yet complete.   Dwight Pryor, a popular Bible teacher and president of the Center for Judaic-Christian Studies, suggests that the prodigal’s repentance was at this point only partial.  Motivated by his hunger and distress, the prodigal son determines to return home where even his father’s servants “have food to spare.”   He rehearses a face-saving plan.  In Biblical times families hired bondservants who served important positions in managing a family’s estate and could even become part of the family.  Bondservants were in charge of lesser servants.  The third level of  hired help was hired servants, typically  tradesmen, similar to independent contractors of today, who were employed to do particular tasks.  They were paid wages, and provided food and shelter, but they did not live under the landowner’s roof and were not under his authority.  The prodigal’s plan is for this final scenario.    In this way he intends to maintain some sense of pride and independence.  He will work and perhaps even pay his father back.   “He will return, but as a hired servant; he will ask for his father’s forgiveness but not for his authority.  In other words, he will save himself, thank you.  He does not need grace -- he has a plan.”   

Repentance is more than just feeling sorry for your mistakes.  Repentance requires action.  Rabbis in Jesus’ time taught three characteristics of true repentance:

1.  recognition of wrongdoing accompanied by confession; 

2.  the resolve or determination to stop doing the wrong thing; 

3.  followed by an actual and appropriate response: doing the right thing.  

The prodigal does act on his resolve. He returns home.  

Surprised by grace.  The father’s actions would have been the most surprising element of the story to Jesus’ audience.  Contrary to every tradition and convention, the father surprises us by his grace; he shows love and compassion rather than judgment and condemnation. 

Biblical communities were close-knit, clusters of houses or tents.  Communal living provided an element of security for families.  The harvest fields were separated from the village.  As the son returned home, he probably passed through these fields.  The report of his return surely spread quickly and the resentful community likely headed out to meet the wayward prodigal.  And here we see once again the grace and love of the father.  He runs out to welcome his son to spare him the harsh judgment of the community.  In those times it was considered undignified for an elderly person to run.  But the father disregards all convention and runs to meet his returning son.  

When he reaches him, he kisses his son repeatedly, a sign of forgiveness and reconciliation.    And the son drops his plan.  Now he simply says, “I have sinned against heaven and against you.  I am no longer worthy to be called your son.”   He is ready to submit to his father’s authority.  His repentance is complete.  The father responds by giving his son three valuable gifts: a robe, a ring, and  sandals.   In that time, rulers and wealthy people presented elegant and costly robes to their subjects as a way of honoring them.  Rings symbolize the bestowal of authority and indicate that the father finds his son trustworthy.  The sandals show that the son is a free man, not a slave, as slaves and poor people went barefoot.  

The father then calls for a celebration feast, directing his servants to “kill the fatted calf.”  Meat at that time was rarely eaten, especially the more expensive meats such as veal.    Feasts in Bible times could last for days and included much singing and dancing, as well as food and wine. The father declares his genuine joy at the planning of such a magnificent feast in honor of this lost son who has returned.   

Grace is shown by the unmerited favor by which the father restores his son to full relationship.  The son intends to “work his way” back into his father’s favor, but the father will have none of that.  Grace is undeserved, unmerited favor -- there is nothing we can do to deserve it. 

Judgment and Jealousy:  The story now switches to the third person in the parable -- the older son.  As the elder son returns from his work in the field, he hears all the commotion and naturally wonders what is happening.  Furious at the news, he refuses to attend the party and greet his brother.  He cannot even bring himself to call the prodigal “my brother,” instead calling him “your son” when he confronts his father.  How easily we can relate to the elder brother, the hard working son, the reliable one, the faithful one.  It just isn’t fair that the father is making such a big show over this do-nothing slacker.  (Younger children especially will wonder at the seeming injustice of this situation.   This is a very important concept to discuss with them!)  The elder son now does what the prodigal did at the beginning of the story -- he rips the social fabric of the community by publicly insulting his father.   He rends his father’s heart.   

Dwight Pryor again comments on the story:  “Jesus has turned the tables on his audience.  The brother who deserved to be a slave, turns out to be truly a son; and the brother who seemed to be faithful shows himself to be utterly fickle.  He has rigorously lived by the letter of the law, but the spirit of the law is far from his heart.”   

We sometimes view the sins of the elder son, jealousy, anger, pride, judgment, as mere faults, not nearly as destructive and damaging as “sins of the flesh.”  Jesus took a different view.  Committing these sins takes us as irrevocably outside our Father’s house as when we go into “the far country.”   Jesus said to the scribes and Pharisees (and us!) “God has welcomed sinners.  If you refuse to sit at the table with them, you are keeping yourselves out of God’s house.”  

Jesus’ audience would expect the father to quickly chastise his older son, ordering him to come to the party and show respect.  But rather than reprimanding his older son, he speaks soothingly to him, calling him “my boy” and reassuring him of his great love.  He pleads with his older son that this is a matter of rejoicing, not of rights.  “This is an issue of grace, not of law.”  He shows this son the same surprising love that he extended to the prodigal.  

How does the story end?   Jesus leaves us in suspense.  He tells us,  “You write the final chapter of this story.  How do you think the elder son will respond to his loving father?   How will you respond to the Father’s unprecedented act of love through me?”      

References:  

“The Prodigal Son,” The New Media Bible Times

“The Prodigal Son - The Story of a Loving Father” by Dwight Pryor

“The Prodigal Son” by Reverend Charlie Scott

“Prodigal Love for the Prodigal Son” by C. H. Spurgeon 

“Lost and Found, the Parable of the Prodigal Son” by Maxie Dunnam

Bible Quest: Games, Bible Skills, Storytelling Workshop

The Prodigal Son - Lost and Found!

Objectives and Life Application: 

· Children will explore the context of the story including Jewish inheritance laws, dietary laws, feasts and customs.

· Children will understand the meaning of the words parable and prodigal.

· Children will locate the story in their Bibles.

· Children will memorize I John 3:1

Scripture:  Luke 15:11-32, page 327, The Story of the Lost Son, in Grades 1-2 Bibles

Preparation and Room Set Up:

· Review the background information sheets and lesson materials.

· Choose the games you will play and gather supplies.  

· Start on time!  Sunday School begins at 9:30 a.m.

Time Guidelines:


Introductions/Opening Prayer: 10 minutes


Bible Passage/Discussion Focus: 20 minutes


Activities/Games: 20 minutes


Reflection/Closing Prayer: 10 minutes

Welcome and Introductions: Welcome the children and introduce yourself.   Remember that all of the children may not know who you are!   Make sure you are wearing your name tag and that the children have picked up their nametags from FastPass.  Always begin each class with introductions.  Tell the children that today you will be learning about a special story Jesus told about a father and his two sons.  You will play some games to help you remember the story.

Opening Prayer:  Pray something like this:  “Dear God, Thank you for this day and for all the people who are here today.  Thank you for Jesus and for all he taught the people long ago and for what he teaches us today.”   AMEN 

Bible Passage: Gather the children at the TEMPLE AREA with their Bibles.   If children did not bring a personal Bible, use the classroom Bibles.  Encourage children to bring their Bibles to Sunday School each week.  

Each workshop begins with the Bible passage!  One of our primary goals is to improve the children’s Bible literacy!   Always tell the children where in the Bible the story is found.   Be sure to walk the children through the process of locating the scriptures.  The handout “Helping Children Use Bibles in the Classroom” will help you guide the children.  

For older children:  Have them locate and read the selected verses.  If the verses are found in several places, they can read and compare the different versions. 

For younger children:  Have them locate the scriptures (use the How to Guide) and follow along as you read out loud.   Or, after locating the scripture verses,  tell the story in your own words, or use a story Bible.  Shepherds can assist the children in locating stories.  With help, even the youngest children (grades 1-2) can begin to locate stories in their Bibles.  If the Bibles you use include pictures, charts or extra information, be sure to point these out.  Often these “special items” attract the children’s attention and will encourage them to read more.   

Discussion Focus:  (Refer to the Background Information)

After reading the story together, discuss some of the following ideas with the children:

Explain the Biblical inheritance traditions of the time regarding older and younger sons and the scandal that would have ensued when the younger son asked for his inheritance early.    Everyone in the town and family would have been shocked by this!   

· What did the father do when his younger son asked to have his inheritance early?  

· Why do you think the father did this?

· Do you think the father knew what would happen?

This story is often called the Prodigal Son.  Explain the meaning of the word “prodigal.”  

· Which son was the prodigal?  

· Why was he called that?   

· What were some of the wasteful and reckless things he did?

Explain about the Jewish dietary laws which forbid the eating of pork.  

· What job did the Prodigal son get?

· Why was that job so awful to him?

· What made him decide to return home?

Explain the meaning of the actions the father took when the son returned home (running to meet him, giving him a robe and a ring and sandals).

· How did the father feel when the son returned home?

· What specifically did the father do that tells us how he felt?

Explain what a “parable” is to the children (a story with two meanings -- one literal -- just as it is written, one more figurative with a moral or lesson to it that teaches us something about God).    Jesus usually taught by telling stories or parables to his followers.  

One way of looking at this story is to say it is a story about a father and his two sons.  What is the other message Jesus was trying to teach? 

Memory Verse: Review the memory verse with the children.  Our goal is for them to memorize one verse each rotation.  Extra activities are included at the end of the lesson to help with learning the memory verse.  Use these as an alternative to the activities listed or as an extra activity.

“How great is the love the Father has given us so freely!  Now we can be called 
children of God.”  I John 3:1

Activity: Prodigal Spin!

(Adapted from Kirk of Kildaire Faith Quest)
Supplies:

· Question List 

· Large game wheel spinner

· White board 

· Dry erase markers

· One or more Bibles for each team

To Play:

· Divide the class into two or three teams. (You might want to let them choose a name that relates to the story, such as the Prodigals, the Pharisees, the Older sons, the Pigs, etc.)

· Line the teams up.

· The first person on one team will spin the game wheel.

· Once a team has spun, read off a question from the question list in order (see below).  

· The person who spun must confer with his or her team before answering the question.  

· Teams may use their Bibles for help.

· If the team gets the correct answer, they receive the number of points on the spinner.

· Have the shepherd record the number of points on the white board.

· Play then passes to the next team and so on.  

· Rotate the “spinners” so that every child has a chance to spin.

· Game ends when everyone has had a chance to spin or all questions are answered.

· Team with the most points wins!

Ask the questions in order to facilitate understanding of the sequence of the story, but feel free to improve or add other questions.  Pay attention to the time and if necessary, skip some questions so that you can cover most aspects of the story.   The latter questions are more difficult and open-ended and may be more appropriate for the older grades or toward the end of the rotation.  

Prodigal Pillowcase Props

Supplies:

· large paper sack or pillowcase

· variety of items that relate to the story such as:  stuffed pig, ring, sandals, 

· robe or cloak (borrow from Sunday Morning Live)

· peanuts in the shell (similar to carob pods)

· money

· party favors (hat, noisemakers, etc.)

· snack food, etc., at least one item for each child in class

To Play:

· Before class place all items into the sack or pillowcase.  Make sure you have enough items for each child to draw one.

· Divide the children into two teams and line them up on opposite sides of the room. 

· Tell them that you will retell the story using the props in the sack.

· Have the first person on each team run to the sack and pull out an item, then run back to his or her team with it.

· Once there, the team will have 30 seconds to decide how the item fits into the story.

· Workshop leaders will ask each team to tell how the item fits into the story.

· Next two children in line run to sack.

· Play continues until all items are chosen.

· Once all items are chosen have teams put the items in proper sequence to tell the story.

Memory Verse:  Review the memory verse with the children.  Our goal is for the children to memorize one memory verse each rotation.  (1st and 2nd grade can find this on page 409 of The Little Kids Adventure Bible.)

“How great is the love the Father has given us so freely!  Now we can be called children of God.” 1 John 3:1

Extra Activities:  If you have extra time, use the attached supplemental activity sheets (from The Big Book of Bible Games, Gospel Light Publishing)  to review the memory verse. 

Reflection Time:  Faith journals and Memory verse stickers are used during the last 10 minutes of each class session and as needed.  Ask the shepherds to pass out the journals and pencils/pens from the class box.  Reflection questions for each workshop are printed on stickers.  Pass out the stickers and have children stick them to the top of  a sheet of paper in their journals.  Workshop leaders and shepherds should sit down with children in small groups to facilitate discussion and writing in Faith Journals.  Shepherds and workshop leaders should also write in Journals during this time.  This time is an opportunity for processing and reflection about what the children have learned.  Memory verse stickers are also included for each lesson.  Children can copy the memory verse and illustrate it as an alternative to journal questions.

Grades 1-2:  Jewish people are forbidden to have anything to do with pigs.  Draw a picture of how you think the prodigal son might have looked while taking care of the pigs.

Grades 3-6:  Write about a time you wasted your money or allowance on something that did not last.  How did you feel?

Closing Prayer:  Gather the children together at the end of class.  Share reminders about upcoming events.  Remind them to bring their Bibles to class and encourage them to bring their friends to the G.R.E.A.T.  Adventure.  Ask for prayer requests and pray together.

Clean-up:  Gather all supplies and put away in storage cabinet.  Place journals, stickers, and pens/pencils in class box.  Encourage the children to take responsibility for putting away all materials and supplies and to help keep our rooms neat and orderly.  

Do not release children except to parents, older siblings, or by prior arrangement with parents.

Questions for Prodigal Spin Game

· How many sons did the father have? (2)

· Which son, the older or the younger, went away?  (younger)

· Before he left home, what did the younger son ask his father to do?  (give him his inheritance)

· Where did the younger son go?  (a distant country, far away)

· What did the older son do?  (stayed home, helped his father)

· What did the younger son do with his inheritance?  (wasted it)

· Why was the younger son hungry?  (no money, famine)

· What job did the younger son take when he was out of money?  (feeding pigs)

· What food did the pigs eat?  (pods, carob pods)

· What was so awful about a Jewish boy taking care of pigs?  (they were forbidden animals under Jewish law)

· What made the younger son decide to come home?  (he was starving, he thought even the pigs were eating better than he was)

· What did the father do when he saw his son returning home?  (ran to meet him, hugged and kissed him

· Ask the following question 3 times and get a different answer each time.

· Name ONE thing the father gave his younger son when he returned home (a robe, a ring, sandals)

· Where was the older son when his brother returned?  (working in the fields)

· How did the older son hear that his brother had returned home?  (heard music and dancing)

· How did the older brother react to this?  (angry, jealous, etc.)

· Did the older brother want to go to the celebration feast?  (no, refused to go)

· What did the father do when he saw that the older son refused to come inside?  (went to talk to him)

· What did the older son say to his father?  (served him, never disobeyed him, etc.)

· What did the father say about the older brother?  (you are always with me, everything I have is yours)

· What did the father say about the younger brother?  (brother was dead, now alive, lost, now found)

· Who told this story?  (Jesus)

· To whom was Jesus talking when he told this story?  (scribes and Pharisees)

· What is a parable?  (a story that teaches something about God, 2 levels of meanings)

· Whom does the father represent?  (God)

· Jesus told this story to a group of Pharisees.  Who in the story was most like the Pharisees?  (older brother)

· In what book of the Bible is this parable found?  (Luke)

· This story is called the Parable of the Prodigal Son, or sometimes the Parable of the Lost Son.  What does prodigal mean?  (wasteful, reckless)

· Is this story found in the Old or New Testament?  (New Testament)

· What is the Bible verse you learned for this rotation?  (“How great is the love the Father has given us so freely!  Now we can be called children of God.”  I John 3:1

· What do you think Jesus wants us to learn from this story?  (that God loves everyone no matter what we do, that we should care for people, God forgives us when we are truly sorry, making bad choices can hurt others and ourselves, etc.)

· How do you think the story ended?  

· What would you have done if you had been the older son? 

Sunday Morning Live - Drama & Puppetry Workshop

The Prodigal Son – Lost and Found!

Themes:  Grace, Forgiveness and Repentance, Consequences of sin, Jealousy

Objectives of this Workshop:

· Children will learn the sequence of events of the story.

· Children will explore the emotions and feelings of the characters and the consequences for bad choices in the Bible story and related drama.  They will relate these feelings to their own lives.

· Older children will understand the meaning of the words parable and prodigal.

· Children will locate the story in their Bibles.

· Children will memorize 1John 3:1

Preparation and Room Set Up:

Be sure you have all costumes and props readily available for the class.  This drama is set in modern times, so present day props are required.  Check the costume closet for what is already available.

Scripture References: Luke 15:11-32  

(For grades 1 & 2, this can be found on page 327 in The Little Kids Adventure Bible.)

Begin on time!  Be in the classroom by 9:20 am for your preparation and to greet the children.

Time Guidelines:


Introductions/Opening Prayer:  5 minutes


Bible Passage/Discussion Focus: 10 minutes


Drama Activities: 35 minutes


Reflection/Closing Prayer: 10 minutes

Welcome and introductions: Welcome the children and introduce yourself.  (Remember all the children may not know who you are.)  Make sure you are wearing your nametag and that the children are wearing theirs.  Begin each class with introductions.  Tell the children you will be learning about the parable Jesus told about the prodigal son during this workshop today.

Opening Prayer: Always open with prayer.  You can pray something like this, “Dear Lord, open our ears to hear what you are trying to tell us through today’s Bible story, open our lips to reflect the kinds words you would like us to use.  Open our eyes to see how much you love us, and open our hearts to feel that you love us enough to forgive us when we make mistakes.  Thanks for the experience we are about to have. Amen.”

Bible Passage: Each workshop begins with the Bible story.  One of our primary goals is to improve the children’s Bible literacy!  

Always tell the children where in the Bible the story is found.    Have them locate the selected verses.  Refer to the teacher handout ““Helping Children Use Bibles in the Classroom.”  Shepherds can assist the children in locating stories.  With help, even the youngest children (grades 1-2) can begin to locate stories in their Bibles. 

For older children: Have them locate and read the selected verses either out loud or following along silently as you read.  

For younger children:  Have them follow along in their Bibles as you read the story.   If the Bibles you use include pictures, charts, or extra information, Be sure to point these out.  Often these “special items” attract the children’s attention and will encourage them to read more.

Discussion Focus:

· Why do you think the son wanted to leave his home?

· What do you think made the son want to return home?

· It was difficult for the son to return home and tell his father he was sorry.  Have you ever told anyone you were sorry or that you made a mistake?  How did that feel?

· Do you think the father had to stop and think about whether or not to be mad at his son when he saw him coming home?

· Do you think God has to stop and think about whether or not to forgive us when we go to him and tell him we are sorry and that we have learned from our mistake?

· The older brother thought his father was being unfair.  When have you ever felt like you were treated unfairly?

· How do you think the father is like God in this story? 

Memory Verse:  Review the memory verse with the children.  Our goal is for the children to memorize one memory verse each rotation.  (1st and 2nd grade can find this on page 409 of The Little Kids Adventure Bible. )

“How great is the love the Father has given us so freely!  Now we can be called children of God.” 1 John 3:1

Activity:

Younger children will play “freeze tag” Bible story.

Older children will act out a modern day version of the prodigal son.

Younger Children: Have available a chart of different feelings.  See attached sheet.

Suggested for 1st and 2nd Graders:

Freeze Bible Story

Ask: Have you ever played freeze tag?  That is a game where children run all around trying to stay away from the child who is “it”.  If “it” catches up to them and tags them, they must instantly freeze in place.  This goes on until “it” has everyone frozen into place.

Explain:  Today, we are going to play “Freeze Bible Story.”  If we have time, we will play it two times. One time half of you will be the “freeze folks” on the stage while the others are the “feeling folks” and the second time around you will switch places so that the “freeze folks” will be “feeling folks” and the “feeling folks” will be the “freeze folks.”

I have set up a poster with faces showing a whole bunch of different feelings, if that will help you at all.

I want all the “freeze folks” to come up onto the stage and spread out all over the stage.  I want the “feeling folks” to sit in chairs facing the stage.

I will read the Bible story of the Prodigal Son.  The “freeze folks” on the stage will act out what is happening in the story.  They will each act out the story by themselves, but all on the stage together. Make sure you pay special attention to how the Bible characters are feeling and show those feelings REALLY BIG on your faces.

During the story, if I yell “Freeze” the “freeze folks” must freeze in place and not move again until I tell you to melt and begin reading the Bible story again.  

While you are frozen, I will ask the “feeling folks” to tell me how they think the different characters are feeling at that time in the story.  

Any questions?

Read: The Story of the Lost Son, Luke 15 From the Little Kids Adventure Bible

Jesus continued, “There was a man who had two sons.  The younger son spoke to his father.  He said, “Father, give me my share of the family property.’ So the father divided his property between his two sons.  

Not long after that, the younger son packed up all he had.  Then he left for a country far away. FREEZE

Feeling folks – What word would tell me how the father is feeling when his son moves away?



How do you think the younger son feels when he moves away?

There he wasted his money on wild living.  He spent everything he had.

Then the whole country ran low on food.  So the son didn’t have what he needed.  He went to work for someone who lived in that country, who sent him to the fields to feed the pigs.  FREEZE

Feeling folks – What word would tell me how the son felt when he had to feed pigs?

The son wanted to fill his stomach with the food the pigs were eating.  But no one gave him anything.

Then he began to think clearly again.  He said, “How many of my father’s hired workers have more than enough food!  But here I am dying from hunger!”  I will get up and go back to my father.  I will say to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven.  And I have sinned against you.  I am no longer fit to be called your son.  Make me like one of your hired workers.”  So he got up and went to his father. FREEZE

Feeling folks – What word would tell me how the son felt when he decided to say, “I’m sorry?”

What word would tell me how  the son thought his father would feel when he said,  “I’m sorry?”

While the son was still a long way off, his father saw him.  He was filled with tender love for his son.  He ran to him.  He threw his arms around him and kissed him.

Feeling folks – What word would tell me how the father felt when he hugged and kissed his son?

The son said to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you.  I am no longer fit to be called your son.”

But the father said to his servants, “Quick, bring me the best robe and put it on him.  Put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet.  Bring the fattest calf and kill it.  Let’s have a big dinner and celebrate.  This son of mine was dead.  And now he is alive again. He was lost and now he is found.

So they began to celebrate.  FREEZE

Feeling folks – What word would tell me how the son felt when he expected his father to be angry with him, but instead his father forgave him and threw a party?

The older son was in the field.  When he came near the house, he heard music and dancing. So he called one of the servants.  He asked him what was going on.  

Your brother has come home, the servant replied.  Your father has killed the fattest calf.  He has done this because your brother is back safe and sound.”  FREEZE

Feeling folks – What word would tell me how the brother who stayed at home felt when he heard his brother was home?

The older brother became angry.  He refused to go in.  So his father went out and begged him.

But he answered his father, “Look!  All these years I’ve worked like a slave for you.  I have always obeyed your orders.  You never gave me even a young goat so I could celebrate with my friends.  But this son of yours wasted your money with “naughty people.”   Now he comes home.  And for him you kill the fattest calf!”

“My son,” the father said, “you are always with me.  Everything I have is yours.  But we had to celebrate and be glad.  This brother of yours was dead.  And now he is alive again.  He was lost. And now he is found.”  FREEZE

Freeze Folks – What word would tell me how your parents would feel if you ran away from home for a long long time and then came back again?

Let’s swap out!  (The second time through, you may want to freeze at slightly different places.)

Suggested for 3rd through 6th Graders

Adapted from “Come Home Son”

By Lucy Hawkins
You will need:

· 3 bandanas

· 3 straw hats(optional)

· 3 pairs overalls (optional)

Silly props such as:

· Toy John Deere tractor




· Monopoly or other play money

· Tablecloth, place setting of dishes with a wine glass

· Party favors: blowers or noise makers depending on how brave you are!

· medium to large cardboard box – for son’s home

· 2 pairs of sun glasses for friend and younger son. 

· Leather jacket for friend

Summary: The story of the Prodigal Son, mainly aimed at kids up to 10.

Characters:

Narrator (N) – Will work best if this is an adult/teacher.  This way the teacher can give verbal instructions as needed without breaking character too much!

Father (F) wearing bandana and overalls and straw hat if available

Elder Son/Child (ES) wearing bandana and overalls and straw hat if available

Younger Son/Child (YS) wearing bandana and overalls and straw hat if available

Friend  wearing sunglasses, possibly a leather jacket

As numbers make possible, divide the children into:

Farm animals (they make animals noises as animals are mentioned.)

Party animals (they make party noises as parties are mentioned.)

Script:

N - There was once an old farmer who had two sons. The younger one was fed up with working on the farm.

YS - This is so boring! All I do all day is harvest the crops with the knife - Ow!, round up the sheep - yawn! (farm animals make noises) and wash all the mud off of the pigs – yuk (farm animals make noises)!

N- He didn't want to become a farmer so he asked for his share of the family wealth.

YS- Dad, this just isn't working! I'd like my part of the family money so I can go to the city and have a real life!

F - Well, Ok, if that's what you want.  . (Father gives son play money and waves goodbye)

N - The old man was sorry to see his son go, but he gave him his share and waved him goodbye.  His son dashed off down the road.

YS - Musn't miss my train! I'm off to the bright lights! London here I come! I'm going to be a star!  (Throws off bandana, straw hat and overalls)

(father goes) 

Animals – chug across the stage like a train.  Have one extra quickly set up a table to look like a table in a restaurant.

N- In the big city the son spent lots of money on expensive food...

YS - Delicious!

N - and expensive wine...

YS - cheers!

N - and friends...

(Friend wearing sunglasses comes up)

YS -Yo!

N- Yes, he made lots of friends -or did he? Then he ran out of money! He asked his friends for a loan..

YS - I say old chap, could you possibly...

Friend - Sorry!

YS - but I have nowhere to live!

FR - Tough!

YS - and I'm starving hungry!

Fr - Sorry, but I've got another party to go to! (party animals make party noises)

(exit Friend)

N - There were not many jobs around, but at last he got a job on a pig farm (farm animals, make sound effects).

YS- Yuk!

N- He slept in a cardboard box under a railway bridge. (have an extra pull the cardboard box onto the stage.)

YS - Brrr! It's cold out here!

N - Then he had a brilliant idea!

YS - I'll go home! I'll work on Dad's farm! I don't deserve to be his son any more - so I'll be a servant - good food and a warm bed under a dry roof!

N - So he began to walk home

YS - My feet are killing me!

N - But what about his father? (Up comes father) All this time, he had been worrying about his younger son. Then he saw a figure coming walking down the lane. It was his son!

F - Son is that you! Can it be you!

YS - I'm sorry dad! I was wrong and I'm so sorry, I want to apolo...

F - Don't worry about that! Welcome home son!

N - To his son's surprise his father threw a party for him!

F - There's going to be meat pies and coke and a massive disco, and we'll invite everyone who's any one! Do you want chocolate cake or fruit or...

N- His son who he loved had come home safe and sound, and so his father had forgiven him for foolishly running away. BUT... there were two sons, weren't there. Now, the elder brother was just getting home from a hard day's work in the fields and he was tired out! But just then he heard a noise.


Make noise, party animals!

ES - What's that, it sounds like a party! And there's my brother in the middle of it all! What a cheek! He goes off and spends all the money stupidly and worries dad half to death and he gets a party when he comes home!

N- He was so angry that he went and sulked.

(ES goes to side of wall - back to stage and sulks)

(Enter father)

F- Son I know you feel like this. But you see, I love you both the same. I had lost your brother and now he has come home to me!

N - But the elder son still sulked. Although I think he snuck down later and had a slice of cake!

The End ……But really the beginning!

Copyright Lucy Hawkins, all rights reserved. This script may be performed free of charge, provided no charge is made for admission. In return, the author would appreciate being notified of any performance. She may be contacted at 2178hl@townleygrammar.org.uk

Reflection/Journal Time:  Faith journals and memory verse stickers are used during the last 10 minutes of each class session and as needed. This time is an opportunity for processing and reflection about what the children have learned.  

Ask the shepherds to pass out the journals, pencils/pens and questions.   Workshop leaders and shepherds should sit down with children in small groups to facilitate discussion and writing in Faith Journals.  Adults should write too.   Memory verse stickers are  included for each lesson.  Children can copy the memory verse and illustrate it as an alternative to journal questions.  

Grades 1 & 2 – Who have you been jealous of?   Draw a picture about that.  Does God want us to be jealous of each other?

Grades 3 & 4 – In this story, the older brother is very jealous of the younger brother when the younger brother comes home and the father is so excited.  Draw a picture of or write about a time you were jealous of someone.  How do you think God wants us to act to someone else’s good fortune, such as, when someone gets a really special toy or really cool clothes or wins something really special, or gets to go on a really cool trip?

Grades 5 & 6 – What is the difference between being sorry and true repentance?  What does repentance require?  

Closing Prayer:  

Gather the children together at the end of the class.  Share reminders about upcoming events.  Remind them to bring their Bibles to class and encourage them to bring their friends to the G.R.E. A.T. Adventure.  Ask for prayer requests and pray together.  

You can pray something like this:

“Dear Holy God, we thank you for the wonderful stories you put in the Bible to help us to think about what you are teaching us.  We are so sorry for the times we act jealous like the older brother or selfish like the younger brother, and we are so glad that when we decide to obey you, you greet us with wide open arms and a big kiss.  Help us to live the way you want us to live so that we may be an example to others.  In Jesus name, Amen.:

Clean up:  Encourage the children to take responsibility for putting away costumes, props, and other supplies to help keep our rooms neat and orderly.  

Release children to parents, older siblings or by prior arrangement with parents only.

Cyber Space - Computers

The Prodigal Son - Lost and Found!

Scripture References:  Luke 15:11-32

(For grades 1 & 2, this can be found on page 327 in The Little Kids Adventure Bible.)

Themes:  Grace, Forgiveness and Repentance, Consequences of sin, Jealousy

Objectives and Life Application: 

· Children will learn the sequence of the events of the story. 

· Children will understand the meaning of the words parable and prodigal. 

· Children will locate the story in their Bibles.

· Children will memorize I John 3:1

Preparation and Room Set up:    

· Review the background information sheets and lesson materials.

· Review the CDs you will be using for this lesson.

· Gather the necessary CDs and review prior to class.

· Turn computers on prior to class arrival, gather CDs.

· Copy the worksheet questions and the lyrics sheet for Grades 3-4, 5-6

· Copy and cut apart the illustration guides for Grades 1-2

Software to be used:

· Play and Learn Bible (Grades 1-2)

· Kid Pix (Grades 1-2)

· The Prodigal Son CD (Grades 3-4, 5-6)

Time Guidelines:


Welcome/Bible Story:  15 minutes


Software Exploration:  35 minutes


Journal Reflection:  10 minutes

Start on time!  Sunday School begins at 9:30 a.m.

Welcome and Introductions: Gather the children together at the large center table with their Bibles. Welcome the children and introduce yourself.  Make sure you are wearing your name tag and that the children have picked up their nametags from FastPass.   Always begin each class with introductions.  Remember that workshop leaders rotate often and the children may not know you.  

Tell the children that today you will be learning about a story or parable Jesus told to his followers and the religious leaders of the day about a father and his two sons.  We will use the computers to hear about the story and learn more about it. 

Talk about what a parable is.  Define the word prodigal.  

Opening Prayer:  Pray something like this:  “Dear God, Thank you for this day and for all the people who are here today.  We thank you for Jesus and all the wonderful stories he told us and for all the things that we can learn from his stories.  AMEN”  

Bible Passage: Each workshop begins with the Bible passage!  One of our primary goals is to improve the children’s Bible literacy!  Always tell the children where in the Bible the story is found.  

For older children:  Have them locate the selected verses.  Ask them what they know or remember about the story from earlier sessions.  After a brief review, tell them that they will use the computer software to hear the entire story and to dig more deeply into it.  

For younger children:  Have them locate (with help) the selected verses.  Have them follow along in their Bibles as you read or tell in your own words, the story.  

Shepherds should assist the children in locating stories.  With help, even the youngest children can begin to locate stories in their Bibles.  If the Bibles include pictures, charts or extra information, be sure to point these out.  (Refer to your teacher handout “Helping Children Use Bibles in the Classroom”)   

Activity:  Prodigal son exploration - Older Children

The Prodigal Son CD was designed to be discussed as it unfolds.  Explain to the children that they will look for the answers to the worksheet as they navigate through the software.

Divide the children into groups of two to three at computer stations.  Each child should have a turn at the mouse -- you may need to divide the time period to facilitate sharing.  Rotate the jobs of navigator (with the mouse) and recorder (writing down notes about what you discover)

Pass out copies of the worksheet handout (see attached) for the children to use as they listen to the story.  They can fill in the information as they progress through the program.  

Software and Navigation Tips 

(Spend about 20-25 minutes on this part of the activity.)

· Insert Prodigal Son CD. 

· Click on ‘Read Aloud Text.’ 

· Tell the children to listen to the scripture being read and watch the images that are displayed.   

· When the reading pauses, two kinds of STUDY NOTES will appear.  Click on these to help understand the section of the scripture that has just been read/heard.  

BILDAD the Bible Explorer explains the meaning of various words and sometimes asks questions.  HUH study note buttons launch animated presentations that explain the meaning of ideas in the scripture.

The worksheet suggests specific Study Notes that the children should choose.  (If they have extra time, they may select additional ones as well)

(Spend about 10 minutes on this part of the activity)

· Hand out copies of the lyrics to the Ballad of the Prodigal Son (see attached).

· Click on Son TV Channel One:  (This music video shows the Bible story in a modern day setting.  The father and son in the video are a real father and son.  They are real farmers too.  The video was shot in Ohio at a150 year old farmhouse.  The song is sung by Barry Weaver, written by Neil and Shelley MacQueen)  

· Listen to the song while following along with the printed lyrics.

· When the song is over, return to the center tables or turn seats around to face center of room and discuss the following questions in the large group.

· What kind of attitude does the REFRAIN describe?

· What does the second verse suggest as the reason for the Prodigal’s return?

· What attitude does the Prodigal Son have on in verses 3 and 4 that make his homecoming a welcome one by his father?

Notes for Teacher:  

As much as possible, try to sit with your students as you go through the software together.  The lesson is not what’s on the computer.  It’s what you and the students do with what’s on the computer.  Guide your students through the content, share yourself and facilitate their sharing with each other.  Model your enthusiasm for the Word of God.

Encourage the children to SLOW DOWN when searching through the software.  They tend to skim through quickly, without reading and absorbing the information.  Encourage them to talk together in their small groups about the questions posed in the various links.    The questions on the worksheets should force them to slow down and facilitate discussion.  

Memory Verse:  Review the memory verse with the children.  Our goal is for the children to memorize one memory verse each rotation. 

“How great is the love the Father has given us so freely!  Now we can be called children of God.” 1 John 3:1Memory Verse:   

If you have extra time:

Encourage the children to explore additional study tips or channel two and three (designed for older children and youth) on SONTV.

Allow the children to click on Prodigal Fun and play the game.

Review the memory verse with the attached memory review sheets.

Activity:  Prodigal Pictures
Younger Children

· Explain to the children that they will listen to the story on the computer first.   

· Then they will use the computer to draw pictures that will tell the whole story.

· Divide the children into groups of two to three at computer stations.  Each child should have a turn at the mouse -- you may need to consciously divide the time period to facilitate sharing.

· Give each group a copy of the part of the story they will illustrate (see attached).   Tell the children to listen to the whole story, but to pay special attention to the part of the story that they will illustrate. 

Software and Navigation Tips

(Spend about 15 minutes on this part of the activity)

Insert the Play and Learn Bible into the computers.

· Click on Bible Stories.

· Click on Jesus Teaches.

· Click on The Prodigal Son story.

· Have children listen to the story and answer the questions asked.

(Spend about 20 minutes on this part of the activity)

· After listening to the story, remove the Play and Learn CD and insert the KidPix CD.

· Have children talk about how they can illustrate this part of the story.

· Older children (2nd graders) can type out a simple heading for the story.

· Make sure children share the mouse time.  Everyone should have a chance to use the mouse.  (you may have to set time limits and then have children switch places)

· Have children use the drawing, painting and stamp tools to illustrate their part of the story.

· Print out the drawings.

Notes for Teacher:  As much as possible, try to sit with your students as you go through the software together.  The lesson is not what’s on the computer.  It’s what you and the students do with what’s on the computer.  Guide your students through the content, share yourself and facilitate their sharing with each other.  Model your enthusiasm for the Word of God.

Encourage the children to talk together in their small groups about what to include in their illustrations.

Discussion: (Use the remainder of class time for this activity and journal reflection time)

· Once children are finished with their illustrations, gather them back at the center table, or have them turn to face the center of the room.  

· Have each group hold up the picture it has drawn.  

· Decide as a whole group in what order the pictures should go.  

· Have the groups put themselves in the proper order.

· Then retell the story from beginning to end with each group describing what happened (in just a few words) and explaining their illustration.

If you have extra time:

· Allow the children to play some of the games or puzzles on the CD.

· Review the memory verse using one of the attached review activities (from The Big Book of Bible Games, Gospel Light Publishing.) 

Memory Verse:  Review the memory verse with the children.  Our goal is for the children to memorize one memory verse each rotation. 

“How great is the love the Father has given us so freely!  Now we can be called children of God.”  I John 3:1  

(1st and 2nd grade can find this on page 409 of The Little Kids Adventure Bible. )

Option for Grades 3-4:  Use the Prodigal Son software to review the story.  Using KidPix,  have the children make party Invitations to the Celebration Feast that the Prodigal’s father gave him.  Include Who, What, Where, When, and Why on the invitations.  Use graphics or drawings to decorate.  

Reflection and Journal Time (All Groups):  The last 10 minutes should be reserved for Journal Reflection time.  This is an opportunity for processing and reflection about what the children have learned. Ask the shepherds to pass out the journals and pencils/pens and the journal question sticker for the day.    Workshop leaders and shepherds should sit down with children in small groups to facilitate discussion and writing in Faith Journals.  Adults should write in journals as well.   Memory verse stickers are also included for each lesson.  Children may copy the memory verse and illustrate it as an alternative to journal questions.   

Grades 1-2:  Draw a picture or write down your favorite part of the story. (it may or may not be the part you illustrated on the computer)

Grades 3-4:  Write about your favorite part of the story.

Grades 5-6:  Why do you think Jesus told this parable?  What did he want us to learn?

Closing Prayer:  Encourage the children to come back next week for another workshop, and to invite their friends.  Remind them to bring their Bibles.  Ask for prayer requests and pray together. 

Clean-up:  Help the Shepherd collect journals and nametags and put away.  Clean up computer stations replacing CDs in cases.  

Release children only to parents, older siblings, or by prior arrangement with parents. 

Prodigal Son CD Worksheet 

(adapted from Prodigal Son Guide, Neil MacQueen, Sunday Software.com)

Directions:  (Small Computer Groups)

As you move through the Read Aloud Text part of the program, click on the following notes and answer the questions on this sheet.  If you have time, you may click on other notes too.

“HUH” Study Notes to click on:

1.  Dissolute Living:  Listen and watch this note. 

What does the word prodigal mean?  

2.  Pigs:  Jewish law forbid the eating of pork because pigs were considered unclean animals.   The prodigal had sunk to an all-time low here.  What kind of job would signify this new low in your world?

3.  Ring:  Listen to what the ring symbolizes in this story.  How can parents show that they trust their children?

4.  Mine is Yours:  Listen to this study note about what God gives us and the older son’s response to his brother coming home.  Why can’t the older son understand this and let go of his anger?  What is holding him back from accepting his younger brother?

5.  Dead and has Come to Life:  Listen to the study note about this.  What kind of Zombies is Jesus referring to here? What is dead in them?

Bildad Study Notes to click on:

6.  Kissed Him:  Listen to what a kiss meant in Bible times and what it meant in this story.  What does that say about how forgiveness should feel when you give or get it?

7.  And then:  Listen to this note.  Why do you think Jesus didn’t tell how the story ends?  How do you think it might end?

Lyrics to “Ballad of the Prodigal Son”

(Music and Lyrics by Neil and Shelley MacQueen, Copyright 2001, Sunday Software, Chords G A D)

Verse 1:

Well -- there once was a prodigal son, 

who wanted some prodigal fun

left his daddy’s land, took the money and  ran, 

to live by the prodigal ton,

underneath the prodigal sun.

REFRAIN:

There’s a party tonight, cold root beer on ice,

I ain’t going home and I ain’t gonna phone,

there’s a party tonight.

Verse 2:

Soon the money all ran out,

got a bad case of the gout.

His friends left him knee deep in prodigal sin,

shaken with self-doubt,

it was really quite a big rout.

REFRAIN:

There’s a party tonight, cold root beer on ice,

I ain’t going home and I ain’t gonna phone,

there’s a party tonight.

Verse 3:

So he got him a prodigal job,

sloppin’ the prodigal hogs

til he summoned the courage to get home in a hurry

saying, “sinned against God and my dad,

man I’ve been really bad.”

REFRAIN:

There was a party last night, cold root beer on ice.

I wasn’t going hom and I wasn’t gonna phone, 

it was a party alright.

Verse 4:

A sight for sore eyes did he see (said the dad now),

his son coming back on his knees.

He said, Dad I’m home can you throw me a bone,

Forgive my sins dady please, 

this time I’ll let you lead.

Well the others looked on in disgust,

older brother put up a fuss.

But the dad say, Hey it’s gonna be ok, 

he’s been lost and down but now he’s found,

I’d do the same for you don’t you know that it’s true,

He’s said my boy’s alright, gonna be a party tonight

REFRAIN (and spoken words):

There’s a party tonight -- Get him a ring now

Party tonight -- and some new shoes

There’s a party tonight - kill the fatted calf

Party tonight - here son you take half

(Party tonight) -- what is that smell?

(Party tonight) - you thought I wouldn’t love you?

(arty tonight) - well, as a matter of fact I’ll always love you no matter what

(Party tonight) - I would have waited for you forever

(Party tonight) - Welcome Home Son! 

Questions for Grade 1-2 Computer Groups

Copy the following statements and cut apart, giving one to each group.  Tell the children to read the statement and discuss what happened at that part of the story.  Using KidPix, children should write a simple sentence describing the scene and illustrate this part of the story.  

Group 1:  The prodigal son asks his father for his money and leaves home. 

Group 2:   The prodigal son wastes all his money on foolish things.

Group 3:  The prodigal son runs out of money and has to feed the pigs.

Group 4:  The prodigal son returns home and meets his father.

Group 5:  The father throws a party for the prodigal son.  

HolyWord Theatre - Video Workshop

The Prodigal Son - Lost and Found!

Scripture References: Luke 15:11-32 (For grades 1 & 2, this can be found on page 327  in The Little Kids’ Adventure Bible.)

Themes:  Grace, Forgiveness and Repentance, Consequences of sin,  Jealousy

Objectives and Life Application: 

· Children will learn the sequence of the events of the story.

· Children will understand the meaning of the words parable  and prodigal.  

· Children will locate the story in their Bibles.

· Children will memorize I John 3:1

Preparation and Room Set Up:

· Review the background information sheets and lesson materials.  

· Preview the video, “The Prodigal Son” and review the discussion questions for each age group.

· Prepare popcorn before children arrive and have it bagged and ready to distribute so your attention can be given to the children.

Start on time!  Sunday School begins at 9:30 a.m.  

Welcome and Introductions: Gather the children together at the tables with their Bibles.  Make sure you are wearing your name tag and that the children have picked up their nametags from FastPass.  Welcome the children and introduce yourself.  Begin the class with introductions.  Remember that workshop leaders rotate often and the children may not know you.  

Tell the children that today you will be learning about a story or parable Jesus told to his followers and the religious leaders of the day about a father and his two sons.  We will watch a video that tells the story.

Opening Prayer:  Pray something like this:  “Dear God, Thank you for this day and for all the people who are here today.  We thank you for Jesus and all the wonderful stories he told us and for all the things that we can learn from his stories.  AMEN”  

Bible Passage: Each workshop begins with the Bible passage!  One of our primary goals is to improve the children’s Bible literacy!  

Always tell the children where in the Bible the story is found.  Have them locate the story in their Bibles (refer to the teaching handout “Helping Children Use Bibles in the Classroom”).  Shepherds should help the children as they locate the stories. Even the youngest children should begin to use their Bibles!  If they do not have their own Bibles, use the extras in the room.  Encourage the children to bring their Bibles each week!  

For older children: Have them read out loud or follow along silently as you read the selected story.  

For younger children:  Have them follow along in their Bibles as you read the story.   If the Bibles include pictures, charts or extra information, be sure to point these out.  Often these “special items” attract the children’s attention and will encourage them to read more.  

Discussion Focus: (Refer to the Background information sheet in preparation for discussion.)  

· Talk about what a parable is.  

· Explain to the children that Jesus taught by telling stories called parables which often had more than one meaning.  Jesus’ parables also taught us about who God is and what He is like.  

· Define the word prodigal.  

· Explain that today’s video tells the story of a prodigal son and describes how he wasted his inheritance from his father.  

Video:  The Prodigal Son 

(Nest Videos, running time = 30 minutes)

· Gather the children in the theatre seats.

· Pass out popcorn (shepherd can help with this to speed the process)

· Sit down with the children to view the video (shepherd should sit also)

· Show the video.  

· Plan to pause the video at the following specific places to discuss the questions below.  

Pause -  (Scene:  Younger son trying to convince his father to give his inheritance early.  I don’t want to wait -- I want to get rich now!)  


What does the younger son want?    


What do you think the father is thinking right now?

Pause - (Scene:  Younger son is trying to persuade the father to give him his money early.)  


What do you think the father will do?  Why? 

Pause - (Scene:  Younger son talking with Anna  and she describes him as “wasteful” ) 


What special word have we learned that means wasteful or reckless? (prodigal)

Pause - (Scene:  Younger son has lost all his money and all his friends have turned against him.)


Do you think the younger son’s new friends were really true friends?  Why or why not?

Pause - (Scene:  Younger son is penniless and hungry.  The farmer tells him there is a “famine” in the land.)


What is a famine?

Pause - (Scene:   Younger son is caring for the pigs and even tries to eat their food.  He realizes that he has made a mistake and decides to return home.)


What do you think made the Prodigal son decide to come home?

Pause - (Scene:  Younger son returns home and father runs to greet him and tells the servants to give the son a ring, robe and shoes and to prepare for a big celebration feast)


What three things did the father ask the servants to bring for his younger son?

Why do you think the father chose those things?  What makes them special?  

Discussion Focus:

After the video, complete your discussion using the following questions

For younger children:

· Why did the younger son want to leave his home?

· What did the younger son do with his money?

· What happened when he ran out of money?

· Why was feeding the pigs such a terrible job for him?

· What would be the worst job you could imagine doing?

· What happened when the younger son returned home?

· How did the older brother react?  

· Do you think he was right to act that way?

· Does God want us to be jealous of other people?

· Why did Jesus tell this story?  What does he want us to learn?

For Older Children:

· Why did the younger son leave?

· Why was it unusual for the father to grant his request?  (inheritance laws)

· What job did the younger son take when his money ran out?  

· Why was that job so terrible for him?

· What would be the worst job you could imagine doing?

· What did the younger son plan to say to his father when he returned?

· Was the younger son sorry for what he had done?  How do you know?  (Talk about the difference between saying “I’m sorry” and true repentance)

· How do you think he felt about admitting his mistake? 

· Do you ever have a hard time admitting you are wrong?

· How did the older son find out about his brother’s return?

· What does God want us to learn about being jealous?

· Who does the Father represent in this story?  the older son?  the younger son?

· How is God like the father in the story?

· In what way are we a little like the prodigal son?  The older son?

· Jesus didn’t tell us the ending of the story.  How do you think it ended?

Memory Verse:  Review the memory verse with the children.  Our goal is for the children to memorize one memory verse each rotation.  (1st and 2nd grade can find this on page 409 of The Little Kids Adventure Bible.)

“How great is the love the Father has given us so freely!  Now we can be called children of God.” 1 John 3:1

Reflection and Journal Time:  The last 10 minutes should be reserved for Journal Reflection time.  This is an opportunity for processing and reflection about what the children have learned. Ask the shepherds to pass out the journals and pencils/pens and the journal question sticker for the day.    Workshop leaders and shepherds should sit down with children in small groups to facilitate discussion and writing in Faith Journals.  Adults should write in journals as well.   Memory verse stickers are also included for each lesson.  Children may copy the memory verse and illustrate it as an alternative to journal questions.   

Grades 1-2:  Draw a picture of your favorite part of the story or finish the one you began before.

Grades 3-4:  How do you think the story ended?

Grades 5-6:  How do you think the story ended?

If you have extra time: Review the memory verse using one of the attached review activities. 

Closing Prayer:  Encourage the children to come back next week for another workshop, and to invite their friends.  Remind them to bring their Bibles.  Ask for prayer requests and pray together. 

Clean-up:  Have children throw away their popcorn bags and cups.  Clean out popcorn machine and sweep up any stray kernels.  Put away Bibles, paper, pencils, videos, etc. 

Release children only to parents, older siblings, or by prior permission of parents.  

Cooking Workshop - Solid Rock Cafe

The Prodigal Son - Lost and Found!

Scripture References: Luke 15:11-32


Page 327 - Story of the Lost Son (1st & 2nd Grade Bibles)

Theme:  Grace, Forgiveness and Repentance, Consequences of sin, Jealousy

Objectives and Life Application:

· Children will explore the context of the story including Jewish inheritance laws, dietary laws, feasts and customs.

· Children will understand the meaning of the words parable and prodigal.

· Children will locate the story in their Bibles.

· Children will memorize 1 John 3:1

Supplies:

· Table knife

· Cookie sheet

· 8 hot dogs

· 4 cheese slices

· 1 can refrigerated crescent rolls

· small paper plates

· serves 8

· Powdered sweetened fruit punch mix

· 1 1/2 cups lemon-lime soda

· 1 Qt. water

· 1 Pt. of orange or lime sherbet  (optional)

· pitcher

· paper cups

· long handled spoon

· plastic spoons ( if you use the sherbet )

· dry measuring cups, spoons

· paper towels

· liquid measuring cups

· candles

Preparation and Room Set up:

· Answer questions in the teacher’s journal

· Set the table for a feast (or you could let children)

Welcome and Introductions: Gather the children together at the tables with their Bibles.  Make sure you are wearing your name tag and that the children have picked up their nametags from FastPass.  Welcome the children and introduce yourself.  Begin the class with introductions.  Remember that workshop leaders rotate often and the children may not know you.  Give the children a simple one or two sentence synopsis of what you will be doing during the workshop.

Tell the children that today you will be learning about a son who was lost, but was found.  How Jewish traditions were during this time.  How they celebrated with feasts.

Opening Prayer:  Dear God, Thank you for this day and the many blessings you have bestowed upon us.  We are so thankful to be part of your family.  Guide us to live as you want us to live. Help us to know when we have made a mistake. Remind us that we just have to return to you.  Thank you for your love and forgiveness.  In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.

Bible Passage:  Each workshop begins with the Bible story.  One of our primary goals is to improve the children’s Bible literacy!  Always tell the children where in the Bible the story is found.   Have children locate in their Bibles the Bible story.  Refer to the teacher handout, “Helping Children Use Bibles in the Classroom.”   Shepherds can assist the children in locating the stories.  With help, even the youngest children ( Grades 1-2 ), can begin to locate stories in their Bibles. For older children:  Have them locate and read out loud the selected verses or follow along silently as you read.  For younger children:    Have them follow along in their Bibles as you read the story.   If the Bibles you use include pictures, charts or extra information, be sure to point these out.  Often these “special items” attract the children’s attention and will encourage them to read more.

Discussion Focus:  Refer to the background information sheet in preparation for classroom discussion.  Make sure the children know what a “parable” is.  Also, make sure they know what the word “prodigal” means.

Discuss the following ideas with the children:


1.  Why did the father give his sons their inheritance early?


2.  Was this a normal thing to do?


3.  What did the younger son do with his money?


4.  When the son had to get a job, why was it so terrible for him?


5.  Why did the younger son decide to come home?


6.  How do you think he felt about admitting his mistake?


7.  Do you ever have a hard time admitting you are wrong?

Activity:  PRODIGAL’S PORKERS 

(Gobble Up the Bible, Copyright@1998 by Legacy Press )

Using crescent rolls and hot dogs, create “Prodigal Porkers.”

While making the Porkers discuss with the children:


1.  What happened when the father saw the younger son coming home?


2.  Why was it so unusual that the father RAN to his son?


3.  What did he tell the servants to do?


4.  What do you think the servants thought?

ACTIVITY:  FRUIT PUNCH

(Creative Bible Learning Science & Cooking by Karyn Henley @1997 Karyn Henley)

When the Porkers and Punch are ready, light the candles and everyone sit for the feast.  While you are having the feast you can discuss the following:


1.  Why did the father give the son gifts and call for a feast?


2.  Why did the father have meat at the feast?


3.  Who does the father represent in this story?


4.  What does God want us to do when we have done something wrong?


5.  Have you ever done something you were really sorry for?  How does it feel to be forgiven?


6.  What does this story teach us about God’s love?

Let the children help clean up from the feast.  As this is being done discuss the following:


1.  The older brother thought the father was being unfair.  What do you think?


2.  Have you ever been jealous? 



3.  What does this story teach us about jealousy?



4.  Jesus did not tell us the ending of this story.  How do you think it ended?

Memory Verse:  Review the memory verse with the children.  Our goal is for the children to memorize one memory verse each rotation.  (1st and 2nd grade can find this on page 409 of The Little Kids Adventure Bible.)

“How great is the love the Father has given us so freely!  Now we can be called children of God.” 1 John 3:1

JOURNAL TIME:  LAST 10 MINUTES OF SESSION 

The last 10 minutes should be reserved for Journal Reflection time.  This is an opportunity for processing and reflection about what the children have learned. Ask the shepherds to pass out the journals and pencils/pens and the journal question sticker for the day.    Workshop leaders and shepherds should sit down with children in small groups to facilitate discussion and writing in Faith Journals.  Adults should write in journals as well.   Memory verse stickers are also included for each lesson.  Children may copy the memory verse and illustrate it as an alternative to journal questions.  

Grades 1-2:  The father was happy to have his lost son home.  Draw something you have lost.

Grades 3-6:  Who in the parable are you the most like--the son who left, the son who stayed or the father?  How do you think you are like that person?

Closing Prayer: Dear God: Thank you for loving us always.  Help us learn to love and forgive others as you always love and forgive us.  Keep us all safe during this next week.  Help us remember what we have learned here today.  In Christ’s name we pray.  AMEN

Clean Up:  Put away all supplies and wipe off counters and tables.  Encourage children to help clean up and put away supplies.  Hang up aprons.  

Release children only to parents, older siblings or by prior permission of parents.

Raiders of the Lost Art

The Prodigal Son – Lost and Found

Objectives:

· Children will explore the concepts of grace, forgiveness and repentance.

· Children will understand the meaning of the words parable and prodigal.

· Children will explore the emotions and feelings of the characters and the consequences of bad choices in the story and relate those feelings to their own lives.

· Children will locate the story in their Bibles.

· Children will memorize I John 3:1

Scripture References:
Luke 15:11-32 (The Story of the Lost Son, page 327 in Little Kids’ Adventure Bible, grades 1-2)

Definitions:

Parable – A comparison;  a short fictitious story that illustrates a moral attitude or religious principle.

Prodigal – one who spends foolishly, wasteful

Repentance – requires more than words and feeling sorry.  It also requires action.  Rabbis in Jesus’ time taught three characteristics of repentance:

· recognition of wrongdoing accompanied by confession;

· The resolve or determination to stop doing the wrong thing;

· Followed by an actual and appropriate response – doing the right thing.

Grace  – Unearned love and acceptance that God gives each of us.

Mercy – A compassion shown to an individual, especially one who has wronged us.

Forgiveness  – To give up resentment as well as the need to be repaid by the person who has wronged you.

Begin on Time!  

Welcome and Introductions:  Welcome the children and introduce yourself.  Make sure everyone has his/her nametags.  If needed, send a shepherd to get any missing nametags.  Briefly describe what you will be doing in class.

Opening Prayer:  Dear God, help us to open our hearts today and feel the message you are sending each of us.  As we read your Word, help us to realize how your grace is so important in our lives.  AMEN.

Bible Passage:  Each workshop begins with the Bible passage.  One of our primary goals is to improve the children’s Bible literacy.  Always tell the children where in the bible the story is found.  Be sure to walk the children through the process of locating the scriptures.  The handout “Helping Children Use Bibles in the Classroom” will help you guide the children.  

For older children:  Have them locate and read the selected verses.  

For younger children:  Have them locate the scriptures (refer to the handout mentioned above) and follow along as you read out loud.  Or, after locating the scripture verses, tell the story in your own words, or use a story Bible.  Shepherds can assist the children in locating stories.  With help, even the youngest children (grades 1-2) can begin to locate stories in their Bibles.  Be sure to point out the Life in Bible Times, Words to Live By and other special notes in their Bibles.  

Discussion Focus:  

See attached sheet.  Read the Background Information sheet.

Memory Verse:  Review the memory verse with the children.  Our goal is for them to memorize one verse each rotation.  

“How great is the love the Father has given us so freely!  Now we can be called children of God.”  I John 3:1 (page 409, Little Kids’ Adventure Bible)

Activity:  A wire figure that can be positioned to reflect many emotions.

(Adapted from Kirk of Kildaire, Faith Quest)

Supplies:

Telephone wire cut into 24” lengths and separated into the different colored strands.

Thick paper cut into circles the size of a nickel for the faces of the figures.  (older  grades)

Glue (older grades)

Fine tip markers (older grades)

Preparation:

Cut telephone wire into 24” lengths

Cut circles out of thick paper the size of a nickel (2 per child)

Twist the ends of each 24” wire together securely to form a circle

Project for the children:

Have the children hold the point of attachment (where the wire is twisted) in one hand and with the other hand, stretch the wires so that it forms a 12” double strand line.

Twist the end opposite the point of attachment into a loop about the size of a nickel (this will be the head).  

Lift the point of attachment end over the head to form a neck.  They now should have one small loop (the head) and two larger loops, which are to be twisted into arms and legs.

The children will now have a figure  which can be positioned to reflect many emotions.

Older children can then draw faces on the thick paper circles to show different emotions the people would have felt in the Bible story.

Reflection Time:

Once the children have completed the wire figures, discuss the characters in the Bible story.  Refer to the Ideas for Discussion Focus and Background Information on attached sheets.

Have the children bend the wire figures into different positions to demonstrate the different emotions shown in the story.

Define prodigal, parable, repentance, grace and forgiveness and describe how we can use the Bible stories to learn how to act and react in situations we experience today.

Ask the children to describe emotions they have felt in different situations in their lives when they have gotten in trouble or others have done things that hurt them.  Have they ever felt like the Prodigal son or the Prodigal’s brother?  Have their parents ever acted like the Prodigal’s father?

Ask the children to give examples of when they have been forgiven and when they have forgiven others.  You may refer also to the Lord’s Prayer “forgive us our trespasses … ”   Explain that it is God’s grace that allows us to forgive and to be forgiven even when we “don’t deserve it.”

Option:  Children may also use their journals during this discussion time.   Ask the shepherds to pass out the journals and pencils/pens from the class box.  Reflection questions for each workshop are printed on stickers.  Pass out the stickers and have children stick them to the top of a sheet of paper in their journals.  Workshop leaders and shepherds should sit down with children in small groups to facilitate discussion and writing in Faith Journals.  Shepherds and workshop leaders should also write in Journals during this time.  This is an opportunity for processing and reflection about what the children have learned.  Memory verse stickers are also included for each lesson.  Children can copy the memory verse and illustrate it as an alternative to journal questions.

Grades 1-2:  Draw a picture of the prodigal son and his father when he returned.  How do you think they felt?

Grades 3-4:  Write about a time when you did something wrong.  What does it feel like to be forgiven?

Grades 5-6:  The father in the story represents God.  Jesus told this story to help us understand God’s mercy, forgiveness and grace.  What would be the hardest thing for you to forgive?  Would God forgive that?

Closing Prayer:  Dear God, as we leave here with a better understanding of your power to forgive us and your grace in our lives, help us to follow the example of the father in the story, to forgive others who might hurt us.  Please help us also to admit when we have done something wrong and try our best to make things right again.  We know that you are always with us to guide us and direct us.  Amen.

Do not release children unless they have a parent or older sibling pick them up or if they have permission from the parent to release them at the end of class.

