SSUMC Children’s
G.R.E.A.T. Adventure
God’s love Reaching Exciting Assuring Transforming the Lives of Kids!
Rotation Overview

Story:  The Last Supper
Scripture References:   

· Matthew 26:17-30 

· Mark 14:12-25 

· Luke 22:7-20

Memory Verse:  “Do this is in remembrance of me.”  Luke 22:19  For older students:  Include the beginning of the verse also:  “This is my body given for you; do this in remembrance of me.”  

Theme:  Jesus shares a last meal with his disciples and gives them a special way to remember Him.  We remember Jesus today by participating in the sacrament of communion -- The Last Supper.

Goal: 

· Children will understand the meaning of the sacrament of communion, its symbolism and its roots in the Passover Seder.

Objectives and Life Application: 

· Children will recall the events of the Last Supper.  

· Children will recognize that Jesus and his disciples were Jewish and celebrated the Jewish feast of Passover.  

· Children will understand the different components of the Passover celebration.

· Children will recognize the connection between the Jewish Passover celebration and the Christian sacrament of Communion.  

· Children will recognize that Jesus wants us to participate in Communion  as a way of remembering Him.

· Children will identify some of the events of Holy Week.

· Children will become familiar with the geography of the area between Galilee and Jerusalem  

· Children will memorize Luke 22:19

Overview of the Workshops:

Music:  For Younger Children:  We Can Remember (New Invitation Spring 1995).  For Older Children: Music can be played during activities or used if you have extra time at the end of a workshop.

Raiders of the Lost Art:  Children will create a “stained glass” window depicting the symbols of communion. 

Sunday Morning Live:  Children will re-enact the Last Supper. 

HolyWord Theatre:   Children will create a drama and videotape it depicting the events of Holy Week from the perspective of two mice. (adapted from Cornerstones)

Bible Quest:  Children will participate in a Passover Seder and play games to help memorize the memory verse and events of the story.

Solid Rock Cafe:  Children will make Hot Cross Buns.  They will discuss the symbolism and importance of bread.

CyberSpace:  Children will investigate the geography of the Holy Land and create a travel brochure depicting Jesus’ and his disciples journey from Galilee to Jerusalem.  

 (Lesson set adapted from materials from  Invitation Bible Studies; Bible Zone; Cornerstones Publishing; Zola Levitt - The Miracle of Passover; Touch the Water, Taste the Bread -- Exploring the Sacraments with Children; and Neil MacQueen - Sunday School Software)

Background Information

The Last Supper

Jesus and his disciples were devout Jews who celebrated all of the Jewish customs and feasts.  One of the most important Jewish festivals was the festival of Passover which lasted for eight days.  Jews traveled to Jerusalem to celebrate this festival at the Temple of Jerusalem as they were instructed by law (see Leviticus 23:29-30).  For Jesus and his disciples this meant a trip (walking!) of about 75 miles from Galilee.   The walk was arduous, but this trip was difficult for Jesus for a different reason.  By going to Jerusalem, Jesus knew He would encounter direct conflict from the people who were threatened by His teachings.  He knew that His death was near.  Jesus knew that God wanted Him to go to Jerusalem and He obeyed.  

Jesus sent his disciples ahead to make preparations for Passover.  A Passover meal, the Seder (Say’ - der), is observed on the first night of the festival.  The Seder is a special meal where families gather together to retell the story of the Exodus from Egypt and to remember God’s deliverance of the Israelites from slavery.  It is a true celebration with much joy and thanksgiving, similar in some ways to the American tradition of Thanksgiving.   The Passover story is still told in Jewish homes today to remind them of God’s powerful and mighty presence many years ago and now as well. 

The Passover Seder consists of several very specific items which symbolize parts of the Exodus story:

Unleavened bread:  Leaven is simply yeast or baking powder, the substance which makes bread rise.  It’s found in bread, cookies, crackers, etc.  In the Bible, leaven is symbolic of sin.  Unleavened bread is used as a reminder that the Jewish people left Egypt in a hurry, without enough time to let their bread rise.  Matzoh (unleavened bread) is available today in grocery stores.  Jesus referred to himself as the Bread of Life.  Christians can see a matzoh as a symbol of Jesus himself.  It is free from leaven (sin), it has stripes on it where it was grilled (symbolizing the stripes on Jesus’ back from the whip), and it is pierced with small holes (symbolizing the piercing of Jesus’ side after the crucifixion).  

White Linen:  White is a symbol of righteousness in the Bible.  The Passover table is covered with a white tablecloth, trimmed with white candles and the father wears a white robe called a kittel and a white crown.  White dishes and napkins are sometimes used in Jewish homes today.  

Four cups of wine:  A cup of wine is filled four times to remind the Jews of God’s four promises to them:  God would take them out of Egypt, release them from slavery, redeem them and make them a nation.  Wine is also used to remind them of the ten plagues which the Egyptians suffered.  A cup is also set at the table for Elijah, the prophet whose return the Bible says will announce the coming of the Messiah and the bringing of peace for the entire world.  

Salt Water:  Salt water represents the tears of the Hebrew slaves as they worked for Pharaoh, tears for the babies that were killed by Pharaoh’s decree, tears for the hard years wandering in the desert, and tears for the lives that were taken because of people’s faith in God. 
Parsley or Romaine lettuce:  The green vegetables and herbs symbolize the hope of springtime and the hope of the Hebrew people when they left Egypt.  The greens are dipped in the salt water to taste the difficult life of slavery.  

Bitter Herbs:  Horseradish represents the oppression of the people in Egypt and today.

Haroset:  This is a mixture of apples, nuts and wine (grape juice).  It represents the mortar and bricks that the Hebrew slaves made for Pharaoh.  Bitter herbs are dipped into this.  The combination of bitter and sweet reminds us of the difficult life of the slaves and and their hope for freedom.

Lamb bones:  A perfect lamb was sacrificed/killed and the blood painted over the door of the Hebrew homes in Egypt.  The blood was a symbol to the Angel of Death (the tenth and final plague) to “pass over” that house, because it was protected by the Lord.  Christians see an obvious symbol here for Jesus, referred to in the Scriptures as the “Lamb of God,”  who by dying on the cross  “takes away the sins of the world” and saves us just as God used the blood of the lamb on the doorposts  in Egypt long ago to save the Hebrew babies. 

Hard boiled/Roasted Egg:  Jewish scholars are unsure of the purpose of the egg on the Seder plate.  It is not eaten because it is so hard.  It may symbolize the hardness of Pharaoh’s heart. It may symbolize mourning.  It may be a symbol of new life.   It may be a carryover from Babylonian pagan worshipers who worshiped the egg as a symbol of fertility.  Their goddess, Ishtar, some believe, is where the name “Easter” is derived.

Passover is a family celebration.  Families could band together to travel and celebrate as long as they were within identifiable groups.  Jesus sat together with his twelve apostles for the Passover meal.  Jesus served as head of the family group and thus assumed the role of the father of the family, saying the special blessings and conducting the traditional Seder meal.  But Jesus surprised His friends with a special message on that evening.

Jesus, the master teacher, used the familiar items of Passover, the bread and wine, in a way that radically altered their meaning.  By describing the bread as “ my body” and the cup as “my blood of the new covenant which is poured out for many” He introduced a new understanding of the old and familiar customs.   God commanded the Israelites to celebrate the Passover to remember Him and His saving grace.  Jesus commanded the disciples to celebrate Communion to remember Him and His saving grace of the new covenant.

The apostles understood covenants -- God had established a recurring cycle of covenants with the Hebrew people in the past as He continually called people into relationship with Him. (A covenant is a sacred promise, a bond between God and His people.) The people responded for a time, but eventually they broke the covenant and became separated from God.  Then God would establish a new covenant.  This cycle continued throughout the Old Testament as God revealed His intent for human beings to be in relationship with Him. 

In the Old Testament, God’s covenants with individuals were sealed by an act of animal sacrifice.  These sacrifices always involved the shedding of blood and the destruction of the body.  Old Testament covenants had to be renewed by repeated sacrifices; the Hebrew people were required to offer a certain number of sacrifices throughout the year in order to symbolize their continued willingness to be in covenant with God.  If a covenant were broken, a new one had to be established with a new series of sacrifices.   The new covenant which Jesus shared with His disciples indicates a new relationship with God where Jesus’ death -- his shedding of blood -- takes away the sins of all who believe in Him and fulfills all of the earlier covenant promises.  It is a new action, because it is made one time, for all people for all times, the final sacrifice required for humanity, a perfect one that will require no others.  With Jesus’ death and resurrection, humankind is finally restored to right relationship with God, once and for all.   

The Last Supper is recreated each time we celebrate Holy Communion.  By understanding the meaning behind the Jewish Passover, we will better understand the meaning of Jesus’ actions.  The “bread of life” and the “blood of the covenant” sustain our faith and remind us of the presence of God in our lives each time we partake of Communion.

Throughout the Passover meal, Jesus tried to explain to His friends that His time on earth was coming to an end.  The disciples did not understand.  Perhaps they never really understood Jesus’ task on earth.  Jesus knew that the apostles would face difficult challenges ahead and He gave them a way to come together in mutual support and to remember Him.  We continue this today.   

For Younger Children:

The symbols of the Last Supper are abstract and may be difficult for children to understand.  The idea of “body and blood of Christ” and “given for you” are probably beyond the comprehension level of most first and second graders.  For these children, focus on the remembering aspect of Communion.  Jesus asked us to set aside this special act as a way to remember Him and what He said and did.   It may help to explain to the children that Jesus did not mean that the bread and wine were literally his body and blood.  These were symbols.  Share other examples of symbols with which the children are familiar such as the U.S. flag standing for our country, or an index finger on the lips meaning “be quiet,”  road signs for various things such as hotels, hospitals, camping, etc.

(Information adapted from New Invitation and Invitation Bible Studies, Bible Zone #3, Cornerstones Publishing, Zola Levitt - The Miracle of Passover, A Passover Seder for Christian Kids by Neil MacQueen, www.rotation.org)
Bible Quest - Games, Bible Skills, Storytelling Workshop

The Last Supper 

Objectives:

· Children will recall the events of the Last Supper.  

· Children will recognize that Jesus and his disciples were Jewish and celebrated the Jewish feast of Passover.  

· Children will understand the different components of the Passover celebration.

· Children will recognize the connection between the Jewish Passover celebration and the Christian sacrament of Communion.  

· Children will recognize that Jesus wants us to participate in Communion  as a way of remembering Him.

· Children will identify some of the events of Holy Week.

· Children will become familiar with the geography of the area between Galilee and Jerusalem    

· Children will memorize Luke 22:19

Preparation and Room Set Up:

· Review the background information sheets and lesson materials.

· Gather the supplies and food needed for the Passover Seder meal. (see lesson)

· Copy the scripts for the Seder.

· (Obtain costumes, if desired, from Sunday Morning Live Costume Closet)

· Choose the games you will play and gather supplies.

Start on time!

Welcome and Introductions: Welcome the children and introduce yourself.  Make sure you are wearing your name tag and that the children have picked up their nametags from FastPass.  Call the children by name.   Always begin each class with introductions.  Tell the children that today you will be sharing a special meal together to celebrate the Jewish holiday of Passover, just like Jesus did with his disciples.    We’ll also play some games to help us remember the story.

Opening Prayer:  Pray something like this:  “Dear God, Thank you for this day and for all the people who are here today.  Thank you for sending Jesus so that we could understand you better.   AMEN”

Scripture:
· Matthew 26:17-30

· Mark 14:12-1626

· Luke 22:7-20

Bible Passage:  Each workshop begins with the Bible passage!  This reinforces the message and ties together the different activities each week.   Gather the children together at the big tables with their Bibles.   Have the children use their Bibles to locate the story.  (For younger children,  you may need to walk them through this process.  The shepherd can also help the children find the scripture)  Remind the children that stories about Jesus are found in the New Testament.  The first four books of the New Testament are called the gospels which means good news (because these books tell the good news of Jesus!)

Read  (or tell in your own words for grades 1-2)  the story.   Choose one of the gospel accounts to use for this part.  If you use the Mark or Luke version, call the children’s attention to the “Did You Know” section in their Bibles.  (Children’s New Adventure Bible)  Older children (Grades 5-6) should read all three versions and compare them.   

Discussion Focus:  Lead a brief discussion with the children about what they  just read.  Explain to the children that the meal that Jesus ate with his disciples was to celebrate Passover, a special Jewish festival.  During the Last Supper, Jesus did some things differently and told the disciples to use this meal to remember Him.  We remember Jesus today when we celebrate Communion in church.   

Discuss special meals the children might have in their families  and what they do to prepare for them.  Say:  We are going to share a Passover meal, a Seder (say’dur), and learn more about this special Jewish tradition as we eat it.     Tell them they will need to pay special attention so that they can understand some new words:  

· Passover

· leaven, unleavened bread, matzoh

· the types of food they see and eat

· what they drink

· Exodus story

· the similarities to our Communion sacrament

Have the children leave their Bibles at the large tables and direct them to help set the table in the Temple Area.  (see set-up) 

Activity:  Passover Seder
The Seder (say’-dur) is a series of spoken words and practices that are followed carefully both before and after the festive Passover meal itself.   Note:  The lesson includes an abbreviated script for the children to follow along as well as a more comprehensive lesson for the teacher.  Throughout the script there are connections to our Christian understanding.  The teacher is the “Father” and leads the celebration.  

Supplies:

· White tablecloth to cover the tables (push them together to make one large table - a flat sheet will work)

· White candles and something to light them with!

· large white napkin with three whole Matzohs wrapped inside

· napkins, plates, utensils, cups for everyone (preferably white) including an extra place set for Elijah

· several small bowls of salt water

· a plate with a small bowl of water and towels/washcloths for handwashing

· Elijah’s cup - wine goblet

· Grape Juice (enough for all four cups of blessings and the meal)

· food for the meal itself (small pieces of roasted or baked chicken, hardboiled eggs, grapes or fruit salad and

· ice water (for the meal) 

· Matzoh (enough for all participants, plus the 3 hidden pieces)

· A Seder Plate - large platter with 5 small bowls containing:   

· A roasted egg (hardboiled will do)

· A  shank bone (lamb, chicken or turkey will also do)

· Charoset (see recipe below) 1 tblsp. per participant

· parsley - 1 sprig for each participant

· Bitter herbs (horseradish -- a dollop of “prepared” for each plate)

· A copy of the Passover Celebration script for all participants
Traditional Recipe for Charoset (Serves 12-18)
· 1 1/2 cups chopped nuts (inquire about allergies!)

· 1 1/2 cups diced, peeled apples

· 3 teaspoons cinnamon

· 3 tablespoons sugar

· small amount of grape juice

Place together first four ingredients in a blender.  Add just enough grape juice to add moisture and blend to make a paste.  Store in a covered container until ready for use.

Simplified Recipe for Charoset - without nuts (serves 12-18) 
· 2 cups applesauce

· 8-10 graham crackers, crushed
Place graham crackers and applesauce together in blender and blend to make a paste.  Store in a covered container until ready for use.  

Setup:   Direct the children to set the table as follows:  

· put white tablecloth on the table

· set out candles

· place the bowls of salt water evenly around the table (2-3 children can share a bowl)

· set out the plates, napkins and utensils - (one for each participant plus an extra place setting for Elijah) - explain to the children that you are expecting a special guest!  

· set out a plate with a small bowl of water and towels/washcloths for handwashing

· set out Elijah’s cup and an empty place for him

· large plate with several sheets of matzoh (wrap the top 3 sheets together in a white napkin)

· Near the head of the table set the Seder Plate as described above on top of the plate of 3 matzoh

Once the table is set have the children sit around the table on the rugs.  Pass out copies of the script for the Seder meal (see attached scripts) and begin . . . 

FATHER:

Jewish people have celebrated the special Passover meal for thousands of years.  When they celebrate this meal they remember that God delivered them from slavery in Egypt and that death passed over their doors because they followed God’s commands.  On the night before He died, Jesus and his disciples celebrated the Jewish Passover at the home of a friend. It was no accident that Jesus chose the Passover meal for what we now celebrate as Holy Communion or the Eucharist.  God cared for His people long ago and He cares for his children today.  Today we will be able to see, hear, and taste the great love God has for us.  

The mother of the house will now light the candles.   As we light the candles, we pray for the light of the Spirit of God to bring the special meaning of Passover and Easter to each and every one of us. 

MOTHER: (lights the candles)

Blessed are you, O Lord our God, King of the Universe, Who has chosen each one of us out of all the people of the world and made us holy by Your Word, and in Whose Name we light these celebration lights.

FATHER:

As the lights are lit by a woman, we remember that Jesus, our Redeemer, the promised Light of the World, came into the world through the obedience of a woman, Mary.  God  could have sent Jesus as a grown man;  God was capable of this, but instead Jesus was born of a woman, just like every one of us.  God promised to send us a light in our darkness.  Jesus is that light.  

FATHER:

God told Moses, “Now you will see what I will do” (Ex. 6:1) and He made four promises about how he would save his people.

ALL:

“I will bring you out of Egypt . . . 

I will free you from slavery . . . 

I will save you by my own hand . . . 

I will take you to be my own people, and I will be your God.”

FATHER:

To remember these four promises, we drink from our cups four times.

The First Cup - Kiddush - The Cup of Sanctification

(Four cups of wine (juice) will be drunk as part of the Passover celebration.  The first cup is the Cup of Sanctification.  It simply sanctifies the table and all of the preparations.  The service has still not begun, everything is still being made ready)  

The father pours juice (from one bowl or pitcher) into everyone’s cups and says:  

We pour the wine from one bowl to show that we are all one in God.  (take  the cup in your right hand, recite a blessing . . . any simple table blessing will do.  

ALL:

Drink from your cup while leaning to the left.

Handwashing

FATHER:

Before we eat let us pray and wash our hands.  


We praise you, Adonai, majestic sovereign of all life, Who hallows our lives with 
commandments and bids us wash our hands.)

(Father washes hands of the person to his right and gives him/her the cloth and small bowl of water.  That person washes the hands of the person to his/her right and so on around the table. ) 

FATHER:

The Scripture says only the person who has clean hands and a pure heart can stand in God’s presence (Psalm 24:3-4).  When we wash each others’ hands, we remember how Jesus, on the night of His last Passover supper, poured water into a bowl and washed the disciples’ feet for them, like a servant.  He asked them, “Do you understand what I, your Lord and Teacher have done for you?  Now in your hearts you should be willing to do the same kinds of things for each other.” (John 13:12-14)

The Four Questions

The youngest child present (or all the children) now ask “the four questions.”  The Seder elements are used by everyone to act out the answers to the questions.  As the readers mention bread, bitter herbs, etc, everyone eats or dips as the words are said.  The “father” answers the questions.  Use the story in Exodus 12 to expand on the answers supplied here.  

YOUNGEST CHILD OR CHILDREN:

1.  Why is this night different from all other nights? Why do we eat only unleavened bread on this night?

2.  Why do we eat only bitter herbs on this night?

3.  Why do we dip our foods twice tonight?

4.  Why do we recline on pillows tonight?

FATHER:  

It is a great privilege to be the one to answer the four questions of Passover and tell everyone the great things God has done!   On this night we eat Matzoh, unleavened bread, to remind us of the time the Jews were in slavery in Egypt.  On the night when they left, they had no time to let their bread rise and bake it.  They took the raw dough on their journey and baked it in the hot desert sun into hard crackers called matzoh. 

The scriptures also tell us that leaven or yeast is a symbol of sin.  Because the unleavened bread has no yeast in it it is pure and fresh.  Let us break our old habits of sin and selfishness and begin anew during this Passover.  (Hold up the plate of matzoh)  This is the bread of suffering that our ancestors ate.  The three matzoh in one napkin show us the special unity of the Lord God, the Messiah and the Holy Spirit, three-in-one.  The matzoh itself is a symbol of the promised Messiah, Jesus.  See how it is striped (like Jesus’ back from the whip) and it is pierced with holes, just as Jesus was pierced by the nails and the soldier’s sword.  

(take the middle matzoh and break it in half)

Just as the middle piece of the bread is broken, the Son, Jesus, also suffered.  We save half for after the meal.  It is wrapped in a white cloth just as Jesus’ body was wrapped for burial.  (wrap the matzoh half)

Kids, please hide your eyes . . . (hide the matzoh half somewhere in the room)

Just like I’ve hidden the broken matzoh, Jesus’ body was put in a tomb, hidden for a little while.  But just as the special piece of matzoh will come out again to finish our celebration, Jesus came alive again to take us to heaven when we finish our lives.  Now we bless this bread without leaven -- a sign of Jesus, who has no sin.

FATHER:

(have children repeat each word after you, or for younger children omit the Hebrew)


Baruch Atah Adonai Eloheinu Melech ha-olam, ha-motzi lechem min ha-aretz.


(We praise You, Adonai, Sovereign of Life, Who brings forth bread from the earth.)

(Pass the matzoh around the table and each person should break off a piece and eat it.)

On all other nights we eat all kinds of vegetables, but on Passover we eat bitter ones, to remember how bitter life was for our ancestors in Egypt under cruel Pharaoh.  (Hold up the horseradish) -- scoop some horseradish onto a piece of matzoh and let the bitter taste bring tears to your eyes.  Remember with compassion the tears our ancestors cried when they were in slavery long ago.  

ALL:  

Blessed are you, O Lord our God, King of the Universe, who has set us apart by His Word and commanded us to eat bitter herbs.  

(Dip a piece of matzoh in the horseradish and eat)

FATHER:

On all other nights we do not usually dip one food into another but tonight we dip them twice.  On this night we dip the parsley in salt water and the bitter herbs in Charoset.   We dip bitter herbs into Charoset to remind us how hard the Jewish slaves worked in Egypt.  The Charoset looks like the clay that the slaves used to make bricks for Pharaoh’s buildings.  We dip parsley into salt water.  The parsley reminds us that spring is here and new life will grow.  The salt water reminds us of the tears of the Jewish slaves and of the trip through the Red Sea, when God saved the Israelites by separating the sea and letting them pass through.

ALL:

We dip the bitter into the sweet to remember that even the most bitter things in life can be sweetened by our hope in God.

(Take a piece of matzoh and dip into horseradish and then into the Charoset two times and eat.  Then take the parsley and dip it  two times into the salt water and eat.)  

 On all other nights we eat sitting up straight, but tonight we lean back on soft pillows (or rugs).  The first Passover was celebrated by people who were slaves.

ALL:

Once we were slaves but now we are free!

FATHER:

The Israelites were told to eat the Passover quickly, their coats ready, their walking sticks in their hands, their sandals on their feet, ready to leave the bondage of Egypt.  Today we all may relax and freely enjoy the Passover seder.

FATHER:

The story of Passover is a story of miracles, a story of redemption, a story of the mighty power of God to overcome evil.  

READER 1:  (for grades 1-2, father can read or summarize)

The Lord had promised the land of Israel to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.  Yet here were their children in Egypt.  The Pharaoh who had come to power feared them.  These foreigners are prospering and growing numerous, he thought.  Suppose they join with our enemies and turn against us!  Pharaoh decided to control them even more, bringing harsh and bitter slavery upon the Israelites.  Still, God blessed His people in strength and number.

READER 2:

Pharaoh grew more frightened and ordered every baby boy among the Israelites to be drowned in the Nile River.  One Israelite couple hid their little boy for three months.  Finally, trusting his future to God, they set him in a basket and placed him upon the river.  His sister, Miriam, watched as he floated downstream.  Coming upon the basket, Pharaoh’s daughter took pity on the child and chose to raise him as her own son.  She called him (see if kids know who this is -- most should be familiar with the story)  -- Moses, which means “drawn from the water.”

READER 3:  

Moses grew and became aware of the sufferings of his people.  One day, in a rage, he lost control of himself and killed an Egyptian who was beating a Hebrew slave.  Moses ran away and became a shepherd in the land of Midian, far away from his suffering friends.

READER 4:  

The Lord, however, saw the affliction of the children of Israel and heard their groaning.  He would raise up a deliverer to lead them out of bondage.  It was then that He appeared to Moses in the middle of a burning bush that did not burn up.  Moses drew close and listened as God told him to go to Pharaoh.  Moses was afraid and didn’t want to go, but he agreed to bring God’s message to the king of Egypt.  “Let my people go!”

The Second Cup - The Cup of Plagues

FATHER:

Moses went to Pharaoh with God’s command, “Let my people go!”  But God warned Moses that Pharaoh wouldn’t easily agree.  The Lord sent plagues, one by one, but with each plague, Pharaoh refused and made his heart harder against God.  With the tenth and most awful plague, God broke through Pharaoh’s hard heart.

We will fill our cups a second time now.  A full cup is a sign of joy and we’re certainly filled with joy that God has set us free.  But we should remember how much that freedom cost.  Many lives were lost to save our people from slavery in Egypt.   But an even greater price was paid to save us from slavery to sin -- the death of Jesus.  When we say the name of each plague, dip a finger into your cup and let a drop fall onto your napkin, making the cup of joy a little less full as we remember the cost of our freedom.  

ALL:


water into blood


frogs


gnats


flies


dead cattle


boils


hail


locusts


darkness


death of firstborn

FATHER:

(Hold up the shank bone)

This bone stands for the lamb whose blood on the Israelite houses was a sign to God.  God told Moses, “The lamb must be perfect” and when it is killed, “the people are to mark their door frames with some of the blood . . . They are to eat the meat that night, along with bitter herbs and unleavened bread.  Eat quickly, with your coat ready, your shoes on your feet, and your walking stick in your hand.  It is the Lord’s Passover.  The blood will show your obedience;  when I see the blood, I will pass over you and no plague will touch you when I punish Egypt.”  (Ex. 12:3-13)  We remember that it is God himself who brought our ancestors out from slavery.  

FATHER:

Since Jesus has become our perfect Passover Lamb, God has allowed the Temple in Jerusalem to be destroyed.  Now no more lambs need to be sacrificed and lamb meat is not longer eaten at Passover.  This bone is enough to remind us of the lamb sacrificed for the Israelites and of the sacrifice of Jesus, the Lamb of God Who takes away the sin of the world.

FATHER:

Last is the egg.  It is hard like the hardness of Pharaho’s heart -- and of every heart that won’t accept God’s love.  But the egg is also a sign of new birth and eternal life.  God wants us to break the sadness and hardness of our hearts and be born into new life, everlasting life with Him.   We will share the egg later, during the meal.

The Meal

FATHER:  

Everyone drink the second cup now and we’ll have dinner!   The Passover meal is similar in some ways to our Thanksgiving meal.  It is large and a big celebration because God has saved His people.  (Pass out the food you have prepared for the meal (chicken, fruit salad, eggs, more Matzoh)

The Afikomen

(the piece of Matzoh that was broken from the original matzoh and hidden somewhere in the room)

FATHER:

It is time to share the afikomen, the hidden matzoh.  Who can find it?  (children search for the hidden matzoh and give it to father)  Remember, this piece of matzoh, made without leaven, is a symbol of the promised Messiah, Jesus.  It was hidden and now it is back.  Jesus was buried and rose from the dead.  This special matzoh is the last food eaten at Passover so that its taste stays with us.    When Jesus ate the Passover with his disciples, he broke the matzoh and gave thanks to the Lord saying:

ALL:

Blessed are you, O God, King of the Universe, who brings forth bread from the earth.

FATHER:  (breaking the matzoh into pieces)

It was here that Jesus added the words:  “This is my Body given for you, do this in remembrance of me.”  (Luke 22:19)  Jesus changed the meaning of matzoh forever, and gives us His body every time we take communion.  The matzoh, just like at Communion, is broken into small pieces and everyone must eat their own piece, just as each of us must accept Jesus’ grace for ourselves.  No other person can do it for us.  Jesus was also telling his disciples as he recited the prayer of thanks that He just like the bread would be brought forth from the earth.  Jesus was telling his disciples that he would rise from the dead.  Think about Jesus, the Lamb of God, whose body was given for us in the once and forever Passover sacrifice.  Eat this little piece of matzoh now, and let its taste stay with you.

(All eat)

The Third Cup - The Cup of Redemption

FATHER:

(Fill everyone’s cups, including Elijah’s cup.)  

(Lift up the Elijah’s cup of wine)

This cup is the cup of Elijah the Prophet.  Elijah did not die, but was taken up to heaven alive in a mighty wind riding a fiery chariot.  Our ancestors and the Jewish people everywhere hoped that Elijah would come at Passover to announce the coming of the Messiah.  The extra cup also reminds us to pray those who still seek the Messiah who waits longingly for them.  The empty chair reminds us that there are still those who cannot celebrate as free people.  We pray that someday soon all may freely rejoice in the majesty of God everywhere in the world.  

(During this part of the Passover service, Jews look for the literal fulfillment of Malachi 4:5 where God promises to send Elijah (the prophet) to announce the coming of the Lord.  The empty place at the table, and the wine goblet are set and waiting for Elijah.  On some Passover night, Elijah is expected to enter, take his seat, drink his cup and say, “Well, the waiting is over.  The Messiah has come!” )   

Send the youngest child (or all the children) to the door, to open it and look to see if Elijah is coming.  Everyone at the table waits until the report comes back, “I don’t see him.”   When they don’t see Elijah, they should come back to the table.   

Blessed are You, O Lord our God, King of the universe, Creator of the fruit of the vine.   (Everyone drink the third cup - not Elijah’s)

FATHER:  

When Jesus ate with his disciples on that last night He took Elijah’s cup and gave thanks as we just did.  Then he told them that the wine symbolized his blood of the new covenant which was shed for many for the forgiveness of sins.  Blood was always necessary when signing covenants with God.  In the Old Testament animal sacrifices were made (spilling of blood).  With the coming of this new covenant, Jesus was supplying the necessary blood.  He was the “lamb of God” who takes away the sins of the world!   

The Fourth Cup

Remember God’s promise, “You will be my people and I will be your God” (Ex. 6:7)?  Now let’s fill our cups for the fourth and last time and give thanks to our great God.

ALL: (Repeat after each verse)

(R) Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good.

Give thanks to the Lord, God of all creation. (R)

Give thanks to Him who saved Israel from slavery in Egypt.  (R)

Give thanks to Him who saves us from slavery to sin.  (R)

FATHER:

Lift your cups and bless the Lord!

ALL:  

Blessed are you, O Lord our God, King of the Universe, who creates the fruit of the vine!

(All Drink)

FATHER:

Our Passover celebration is completed, just as God’s plan for our salvation through Jesus is complete.  Now it’s up to use to go and live His Word.  Let’s end with the traditional wish that next year we will celebrate fact to face with Jesus!

ALL:  Next year in Jerusalem!

Discussion and Questions:

· What did you think about this meal?

· What seemed most special to you?

· How do you think Jesus felt knowing it was his last meal with his friends?

· What do the Bread and Cup symbolize in the Seder?  In the Last Supper?  How are they the same?  Different?  

· Ask the children if they have any questions about what they have experienced.

Memory Verse:    “Do this is in remembrance of me.”  Luke 22:19  

For older students:  Include the beginning of the verse also:  “This is my body given for you; do this in remembrance of me.”  

As you review the verse, talk to the children about how Jesus used the Passover meal to create a memorable event for his disciples.  Jesus wants us to remember Him and all He taught.

(Print memory verse on paper and display in the room)  Refer children to their Prayer Journals and the memory verse sheet.  At some point during the Rotation they should write down the verse in their journals.

Games:
If you have extra time, play any of the following games with the children.  See attached sheets for instructions. (Games from The Big Book of Bible Games, Gospel Light Publishers, 1996)

Remember Game 

Sing and Tell Bible Story

For Younger Children

Bible Verse Jumble 

Chopstick Relay

For Older Children
Prayer Journal/Worksheet: Review the prayer journal sheets and the worksheets for this rotation.    (Shepherds will be an integral part of this time).  Children should write down the memory verse in their Prayer Journals sometime during the Rotation.  

Clean-up: Help the Shepherd collect Prayer Journals and nametags and put away.  Encourage the children to help clean up.   Release children only to parents, older siblings, or by prior arrangement with parents. 

Closing Prayer:  Encourage the children to come back next week for another workshop, and to invite their friends.  Remind them to bring their Bibles.  Have the children form a circle holding hands.  Invite them to participate in a circle prayer . . . leader begins prayer and when done squeezes the hand of the person next to him/her, that person then prays and when done squeezes the hand of the next person and so on around the circle.  If someone does not want to add anything to the prayer he/she can pass by just squeezing the hand of his/her neighbor.  Remind everyone to squeeze gently. 

(Lesson set adapted from Cornerstones, 1997, A Passover Seder for Kids by Neil MacQueen,  

The Miracle of Passover by Zola Levitt, Touch the Water, Taste the Bread -Exploring the 

Sacraments with Children, A Christian Passover Seder Meal by Cindy and Catherine Fournier)
HolyWord Theatre - Video Workshop

The Last Supper 

Objectives:

· Children will recall the events of the Last Supper.  

· Children will recognize that Jesus and his disciples were Jewish and celebrated the Jewish feast of Passover.  

· Children will understand the different components of the Passover celebration.

· Children will recognize the connection between the Jewish Passover celebration and the Christian sacrament of Communion.  

· Children will recognize that Jesus wants us to participate in Communion  as a way of remembering Him.

· Children will identify some of the events of Holy Week.  

· Children will memorize Luke 22:19

Preparation and Room Set Up:

· Review the background information sheets and lesson materials.

· Gather the necessary supplies. 

NOTE:  It  is important to practice the camera angles for this lesson.  Much of the success of the activity will depend on the way the scenes are shot.  You want to simulate the mouse’s perspective by shooting from as low as possible.  It should not be necessary to see any of the children’s faces, just from the waist down.  

You will need a large open space that will accommodate multiple scenes. Plan to use Bible Quest or Sunday Morning Live classrooms for the filming, and return to HolyWord Theatre to show  the completed video.

Supplies:
· skateboard to put the camera on

· palms (artificial or real)

· costumes (available in Sunday Morning Live -- you may need to share with that class)

· “market items” such as change, baskets etc.

· bread

· crumbs

· dishes

· signs on 8 1/2 X 11 paper “After the Passover Meal” and “The Next Day”

· large piece of rough hewn wood

Start on time!

Welcome and Introductions: Welcome the children and introduce yourself.  Make sure you are wearing your name tag and that the children have picked up their nametags from FastPass.  Call the children by name.   Always begin each class with introductions.  Tell the children that today you will be creating a video about Jesus’ last week on earth -- what we call Holy Week.  What is different is that 2 mice will be telling the story!  

Opening Prayer:  Pray something like this:  “Dear God, Thank you for this day and for all the people who are here today.  Help us to learn about this important time in Jesus’ life so we can remember Him better.  AMEN”

Scripture:  Mark 14-15:41

Bible Passage:  Each workshop begins with the Bible passage!  This reinforces the message and ties together the different activities each week.   Gather the children together at the tables with their Bibles.   Have the children use their Bibles to locate the story.  (For younger children,  you may need to walk them through this process.  The shepherd can also help the children find the scripture)  Remind the children that stories about Jesus are found in the New Testament.  The first four books of the New Testament are called the gospels which means good news (because these books tell the good news of Jesus!)

Read  (or tell in your own words for grades 1-2)  the story.   You may need to summarize the main points since the scripture is long.  Encourage the children to note the highlighted topics in their Bibles and to read the “Did You Know?” sections.   Older children (Grades 5-6) could take turns reading the different sections.

Discussion Focus:  Lead a brief discussion with the children about what they  just read.  Tell the children that this last week of Jesus’ life is referred to as Holy Week by the church.

Lesson: In this lesson the children will learn about the events of Holy Week as seen from the perspective of two mice. This will help them to put the Last Supper in the context of Jesus’ last week on earth.  This will allow the children to focus on the story and not be distracted by “acting it out” in front of the camera.

The scripts from Cornerstones will be used for this activity.  (Available from cstones.com)

For Younger Children:  The younger class (grades 1-2) may have trouble reading the parts.  If so, you can read for them and have them act it out.  Or choose an older child who is a good reader and go over the parts several times.

· Copy the script (attached) each child.  

· Perform the play.

· When the performance is completed, take the children to HolyWord Theatre to watch their show.

Questions and Discussion:

· Review with the children what they learned.

· Talk to them about the ending (crucifixion).  

· Why did Jesus have to die?  

· Discuss what happens after this (Jesus’ resurrection). 

· How can Jesus “be with us always?”

Prayer Journal/Worksheet: Review the prayer journal sheets and the worksheets for this rotation.    (Shepherds will be an integral part of this time).  Children should write down the memory verse in their Prayer Journals sometime during the Rotation.  

Clean-up: Help the Shepherd collect Prayer Journals and nametags and put away.  Encourage the children to help clean up.   Release children only to parents, older siblings, or by prior arrangement with parents. 

Closing Prayer:  Encourage the children to come back next week for another workshop, and to invite their friends.  Remind them to bring their Bibles.  Have the children form a circle holding hands.  Invite them to participate in a circle prayer . . . leader begins prayer and when done squeezes the hand of the person next to him/her, that person then prays and when done squeezes the hand of the next person and so on around the circle.  If someone does not want to add anything to the prayer he/she can pass by just squeezing the hand of his/her neighbor.  Remind everyone to squeeze gently.  

(Lesson set adapted from Cornerstones Publishing, 1998)

