SSUMC Children’s
G.R.E.A.T. Adventure
God’s love Reaching Exciting Assuring Transforming the Lives of Kids!
Rotation Overview

John the Baptist - Lambs and Locusts!

(This lesson set created and copyrighted by State Street UMC, 2001.  Permission granted to copy materials for non-commercial use, provided credit is given to State Street UMC)

Scripture References:   

*Mark 1:1-11, *John 1:19-34, Luke 1:5-25, 57-80, Luke 3, Matthew 3, p. 284, 287, 293, 294 Little Kids’ Adventure Bible  (*Mark and John’s accounts are the shortest versions, accounts of Jesus’ baptism are found in all four gospels, only Luke contains the story of Gabriel visiting Zechariah, foretelling John’s birth and his actual birth.  During this rotation we will vary the use of the different versions as we focus on different parts of the story. See your particular workshop lesson plan for specifics.)

Memory Verse:  “Look!  The Lamb of God!  He takes away the sin of the world!”  John 1:29 (p. 294 Little Kids’ Adventure Bible)

Themes:  Prophecy fulfilled, repentance of sins, meaning of baptism

Objectives and Life Application: 

· Children will read and discuss the different gospel accounts of John the Baptist’s birth and life. (All)

· Children will locate the River Jordan and Nazareth on the map.  (Bible Quest, CyberSpace)

· Children will recall some of the events surrounding John the Baptist’s foretold birth and actual birth. (Sunday Morning Live, Solid Rock Cafe) 

·  Children will describe the appearance and calling of John the Baptist.  (All) 

· Children will define the following words/concepts:   prophet, repentance, sin, witness, baptism.  (All)

· Children will recognize some of the Old Testament prophecies about Jesus as Messiah (from the previous Messiah lesson) to which John the Baptist refers.  (Bible Quest, HolyWord Theatre)

· Children will recognize that Jesus’ baptism was a sign of his obedience to God.  (All)

· Children will identify  some of the common symbols of baptism.  (Raiders of the Lost Art, Bible Quest)

· Children will discuss the historical meaning of baptism in Jesus’ time.  (Bible Quest)

· Children will discuss the meaning of baptism today.  (All)

· Children will explain John the Baptist’s description of Jesus as the Lamb of God.  (All) 

· Children will reflect upon the story through journaling.  (All)

· Children will memorize John 1:29 (All).

Overview of the Workshops:

Music:  For Younger Children:  Music should be played during activities or used if you have extra time at the end of a workshop.  Songs:  Come to the Water, Isn’t He?  I Will Follow Him.  

Raiders of the Lost Art: make soap (wash away your sins!) with small shells or doves inside, older children will make a baptism banner.

Focus: symbols of baptism, meaning and purpose of baptism

Sunday Morning Live: act out the foretelling of the birth of John the Baptist and his life before Jesus

Focus: birth and life of John the Baptist up to Jesus’ baptism

Bible Quest: Bible Jeopardy (older children), Bible Concentration (younger children), 

Focus: Bible skills, comparing gospel accounts

Solid Rock Cafe: Honey and Locust Ice Cream  

Focus:  John’s early life and calling to be a prophet, meaning of repentance and subsequent change 

CyberSpace: 1-2 Play and Learn Bible (baptism of Jesus story) - write and illustrate Bible verse,  Grades 3-6  Life of Christ CD - baptism of Jesus, John the Baptist (make Bible verse magnets?)

Focus:  familiarity with characters and events of the story, learning the memory verse, geography

Holy Word Theatre: Grades 1-4:  view  video of story (Nest:  The Animated Stories from the New Testament,  John the Baptist)

Focus:  familiarity with characters and events of story, fulfillment of Old Testament prophecies

Journal Questions:
Solid Rock Cafe:  

Grades 1-2:   Draw a picture of John the Baptist living in the wilderness.

Grades 3-4:  Have you seen someone baptized?  Draw a picture or write about it.

Grades 5-6:  Baptism can be defined as an outward sign of an inward change.   What are some of the changes you think God wants us to make when we become followers of Jesus?

Raiders of the Lost Art
Grades 1-2:   Draw a picture of someone being baptized.

Grades 3-4:  Baptism shows that we belong to God’s family.  Who are other people in your family?     

Grades 5-6:  Some churches baptize infants while others only baptize those who are old enough to profess their faith in Jesus.  If you have been baptized, write about what that means to you.  If you have not been baptized yet, write about what you think it will mean when you choose to be baptized.

HolyWord Theatre
Grades 1-2:   Draw a picture showing John baptizing Jesus.  What came down from heaven?

Grades 3-4:   When John baptized Jesus, a dove came down from heaven.  What did the dove symbolize?  What do you think the people watching thought?

Grades 5-6:  People are baptized as an outward sign of their repentance from their sins.  Jesus never sinned.  Why do you think Jesus wanted John to baptize him?

Bible Quest
Grades 1-2:  Draw some ways we use water today.  How did John the Baptist use water?  
  

Grades 3-4:  John the Baptist lived in the wilderness without a home or nice things.  What would be the hardest thing for you to give up from your room today?    

Grades 5-6:   Many missionaries today live simple, spartan lives far away from home.  What would be the hardest thing for you to give up if you lived as a missionary?

Sunday Morning LIve
Grades 1-2:  Draw a picture of the angel Gabriel telling Zechariah that he would have a son.  How do you think Zechariah felt?

Grades 3-4:  Zechariah and Elizabeth were very old when the angel Gabriel told them they would have a son.  How do you think they felt?  When have you been surprised by God?

Grades 5-6:  John’s parents were very old when John was born.  Jesus’ mother, Mary was very young and unmarried.  Why do you think God often chooses unexpected people to accomplish His purposes?  

CyberSpace Computers
Grades 1-2:   God chose John as a special prophet to tell everyone Jesus was coming.  You are special to God too.  Draw a picture of something that makes you special.

Grades 3-6:   John the Baptist was a witness for Jesus to others.  He showed others about Jesus.  How can you be a witness for Jesus?   

Ideas for Discussion Focus:
· Who were John the Baptist’s parents?  (Elizabeth and Zechariah)

· Why was it so unusual for them to have a baby?  (they were very old)

· What was Zechariah’s job in the Temple?  (he was a priest, prepared the temple for worship)

· The parents of Jesus and the parents of John had similar experiences before their children were born.  What were some of the things that happened to both of them?  (angel visit, vision, told their baby would be special, unexpected mothers -- one very old, the other very young and unmarried)

· What happened to Zechariah when he went to the Temple?  (angel Gabriel appeared and foretold the birth of a son)

· What happened to Zechariah when he questioned the angel?  (he was unable to speak)

· Why was Elizabeth and Zechariah’s baby named John?  (angel Gabriel told him)

· Why were the people in their community surprised at this name?  (usually boys were named after their father)

· Where did John live?  (wilderness -- probably his parents died while he was still young)

· Why was John sent by God?  (to let people know that the Messiah was coming and to get ready)

· What is a prophet?  (person who receives and sends messages from God)

· What Old Testament prophet did John the Baptist quote?  (Isaiah)

· What was the name of the river where John baptized people?  (Jordan)

· Describe John the Baptist’s clothing. (camel hair, rough)

· Describe what he ate.  (wild honey and locusts)

· Who did some people think John might be?  (the Messiah or the Prophet Elijah)

· Who did John say he was?  (one who came to point the way to the Messiah, not the Messiah)

· What form did the Holy Spirit take when He descended on Jesus? (dove)

· What did John baptize with?  (water)

· What did he say Jesus would baptize with? (Holy Spirit)

· What did John mean when he called Jesus the “Lamb of God?”

· What did the voice of God say when Jesus was baptized?  (“This is my son and I love him.  I am very pleased with him.”)

· What are some ways water gives and sustains life in the world?   Why  is water a symbol of what God does for us at baptism?

· How did early Jews use water in the Temple?  (ritual cleansing)

· Why was baptism used for converts to Judaism?  (cleanse from non-Jewish beliefs and practices)

· What did John the Baptist tell people to do?  (repent and be baptized)

· What does it mean to sin?  (disobey God)

· What is repentance?  (turning away from sin, change of heart and action1.  admit you did wrong, 2.  resolve to change, 3.  turn away from the sin and act differently) 

· Since Jesus was sinless, he had no need of repentance.  Why was Jesus baptized?  (obedience to God, recognition of John as a prophet, beginning of his public ministry)

Background Information
John was born in the hill-country of Judea, only son to an elderly couple, Elizabeth and Zechariah, who were both members of the priestly tribe of Levi.    Elizabeth was a relative of Mary, mother of Jesus.  Zechariah,was one of the priests who served at the Jerusalem Temple.  Each priestly division served a one-week rotation every six months.   As Zechariah prepared the incense for the twice daily offering, the angel Gabriel appeared to him and told him that he and his barren wife, Elizabeth would soon bear a son who they should name John.  Zechariah wondered at this and expressed his doubt by asking, “How shall I know this?”  As punishment for his doubt, he was struck mute until after the child’s birth.  As was promised, Elizabeth soon found herself pregnant and kept herself in seclusion.  When Mary, her cousin received her own angelic visit, she visited Elizabeth and the scriptures report that the baby in Elizabeth’s womb, leapt when Mary entered the room, thus suggesting that even before birth, John recognized his purpose as one who points the way to the Lord.

God’s choice of messengers often mystifies us.  Certainly He often chooses the most unlikely candidates for a mission.  Unimportant people.  Poor people.  Weak, sinful people.  Old people.  Young, unmarried people.   By God’s choice of these simple, ordinary people His glory can be revealed.   Certainly it is not because they are so powerful or important that they accomplished great things.  It was done through God’s grace and provision.  

Elizabeth named the child John as she had been directed by Zechariah, going against the custom of naming a boy child after his father, but Zechariah confirmed the decision by writing on a tablet, “His name is John.”   Zechariah’s first spoken words after his time of silence were words of praise and prophecy regarding his son’s future ministry.  “You child, will be called the prophet of the Most High, for you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways.”   

In the gospel of Luke the stories of the birth of John and Jesus are described in parallel fashion.  The story of John the Baptist is told in all four gospels, but only in Luke do we have the birth narratives described.  Because John’s parents were so elderly, it is often surmised that they died while John was still young.  He spent most of his days in the wilderness, living a simple life.  John and Jesus were cousins, but we do not know if they spent time together as children.  We do know that John spent most of his time in the wilderness, while Jesus and his family lived in Nazareth.  

All four of the gospel writers see the call of John as a fulfillment of Isaiah’s prophecy, “The voice of one crying in the wilderness;  Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight . . .”  John began preaching at about age 28 and attracted a considerable following.  He came to bear “witness” to the one who would come after him.   His fiery message of  final judgment and a call to repentance drew many people to him.  He emphasized a new type of repentance, rather than the ritual purity so typical of the priests of the day, he spoke of social justice, mercy and compassion.  His chosen area of ministry was equally harsh, located in the wilderness of the desert of Judea.  His rough, simple garb of camel’s hair and leather, was similar to that of the prophet of old, Elijah.  In fact, many people asked if John was Elijah returned from the heavens.   John preached a call to repentance and baptism -- for the forgiveness of sins.   His message was simple:  the Messiah is coming, people need the spiritual preparation of repentance.  

Because John’s  message was so different from the message of the religious priests and leaders of the day, he was watched closely.  Palestine was under Roman rule, and although they were allowed certain freedoms, they  were required to  stay out of trouble and pay their share of the taxes.  Any “rabble rouser” who created dissension and the possibility of inciting  rebellion made the religious leaders nervous.

When Jesus presented himself for baptism, he aligned himself with John and his message of repentance and baptism, rather than the religious leaders of the time.  Jesus recognized John as God’s authentic prophet.   

Baptism was the traditional Jewish symbol for cleansing from ritual impurities.  The rite of baptism was a common one in Jewish community, typically used for ritual cleansing before entering the Temple, or eating, or after doing anything that would render oneself unclean, such as touching a dead body, childbirth, etc.  Ritual immersion baths were located near the Temple courts and throughout the community.  They were required to contain a certain amount of “living water,” water that came from rain, river or sea.  The remains of many of these ritual immersion baths can be seen today in the Holy Land.        

Gentile converts also were required to undergo baptism which was seen as a cleansing of any non-Jewish beliefs and practices.  John’s baptism was different in that it was a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins and was required for ALL.  The Jewish leaders were offended by this since they felt they were in a special relationship with God as His chosen people.    Repentance according to Hebrew law required three things:  admission of sin, resolve to do something about it, doing something about it.  In other words, repentance is more than just saying you are sorry, it requires a change of heart and of action.

John spent several years in the wilderness calling others to the river to be baptized and repent of their sins.  Imagine his surprise when one day Jesus, the Messiah himself approached him at the River Jordan.  Did John immediately recognize Jesus as earlier he had when in his mother’s womb?  John (the gospel writer), clearly believes he did, as he records John (the Baptist) saying, “Behold!  The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!”  He questions his worthiness to baptize the Messiah, but Jesus insists.  And the heavens open up and the Holy Spirit descends in the form of a dove to Jesus while the voice of God announces, “This is my beloved son, with whom I am well pleased.”    As God speaks, his listeners would note the description of a Messianic king that come from Psalm 2:7, “You are my son” and  the passage from Isaiah 42:1 describing the suffering servant of God, “in whom my soul delights.”    Recognition of Jesus as the “lamb of God,” the Incarnation (God made flesh), and the Messiah was one that came in spurts of spirit-filled insight for Jesus’ followers.

Some have noted the parallels of Jesus’ baptism with the Old Testament story of Noah.  God at that time cleansed the world of sin through water.  The arrival of the dove as the waters receded, symbolized a new birth and new beginning, just as baptism does.   

Jesus was without sin, so He didn’t need a repenter’s baptism, so why was he baptized by John?  No one knows for sure, but there are several reasons Jesus might have chosen to be baptized.  Certainly Jesus was obedient to God and by submitting to baptism, he indicated his willingness to always be obedient.  His “human” action of baptism demonstrates what we also should do.   Jesus clearly endorsed John’s ministry on many occasions and might have used his baptism to indicate his support.  In light of the political and religious situation at the time, Jesus might also have used his baptism as an alignment with John’s message rather than the message of the religious priests.  Whatever the reason, Jesus’ baptism was an indication of the beginning of his public ministry.  Before he had been a private citizen, but now he becomes a public figure with a public mission.   This decisive moment when Jesus began his public ministry is an important one.  Later, after Jesus’ death and resurrection, the disciples (admittedly with 20-20 hindsight) recognized that Jesus’ baptism at the hands of John was the moment in which the unique revelation of God’s forgiving love through Christ began. 

John the Baptist continued to have a large group of followers even when Jesus began his ministry, but we see by several references including one in the gospel of John, that he always recognized his subservient role to Christ.  He pointed his followers toward Christ and said that “...he must become more important.  I must become less important.”   In this way he fulfilled his purpose as a prophet, a special witness  who came to prepare the way for the Lord.   John was the witness  to the light.  Jesus is the light.  

Baptism today is one of the sacraments of the United Methodist Church (the other is communion).  Baptism is an outward act that symbolizes an inward change.   Churches perform baptisms in a variety of ways -- immersion, sprinkling and pouring.  Immersion symbolizes being cleansed of sin, dying and being reborn.  Pouring and sprinkling symbolize the pouring out of the Holy Spirit upon us.  Infant baptism is performed  in the United Methodist Church and signifies a belonging to the family of God and represents a promise from the parents and congregation to nurture and support the infant in his or her faith development.  Older members make a commitment to follow Jesus when they are baptized.  Symbols of baptism are a scallop shell (sometimes with three drops of water below -- symbolizing Father, Son and Holy Spirit), water, and a dove.    

Definitions:
prophet - one who is sent by God with a message (usually of repentance) for the people

witness - to tell the truth about someone based on first hand experience

sin - disobedience to God 

repentance - a change of heart and action, turning away from sin -- (involves 3 things:  recognition of sin, resolving to do differently, turning away and acting differently)

baptism - a symbolic act involving involving the use of water and indicating a belief in Jesus, an outward sign of an inward change in the heart and of belonging to God.

Messiah - “the anointed one,” the expected King of the Jewish people, their Savior

Sources:  Daily Life at the Time of Jesus by Miriam Feinberg Vamosh, Palphot, Ltd.

Who’s Who in the Bible, Joan Comay and Ronald Brownrigg, Random House.

Invitation Bible Studies For Elementary Children, Abingdon Press.

Jesus Christ, Baptism and Temptation, by Jerald H. Jackson, The United Methodist Publishing House

______________________________________________________________________________
Bible Quest - Games, Bible Skills, Storytelling Workshop

John the Baptist - Lambs and Locusts!
Objectives and Life Application: 

· Children will read and discuss the different gospel accounts of John the Baptist’s birth and life. 

· Children will locate the River Jordan, Nazareth and Jerusalem on the map. 

·  Children will describe the appearance and calling of John the Baptist.  

· Children will define the following words/concepts:   prophet, repentance, sin, witness, baptism Messiah.  

· Children will recognize some of the Old Testament prophecies about Jesus as Messiah (from the previous Messiah lesson) to which John the Baptist refers.  

· Children will recognize that Jesus’ baptism was a sign of his obedience to God.

· Children will discuss the historical meaning of baptism in Jesus’ time. 

· Children will discuss the meaning of baptism today.  

· Children will explain John the Baptist’s description of Jesus as the “Lamb of God.”

· Children will reflect upon the story through journaling. 

· Children will memorize John 1:29.

Scripture:   

*Mark 1:1-11, *John 1:19-34, Luke 1:5-25, 57-80, Luke 3, Matthew 3, p. 284, 287, 293, 294 Little Kids’ Adventure Bible  (* accounts of Jesus’ baptism are found in all four gospels, Mark and John’s accounts are the shortest versions, only Luke contains the story of Gabriel visiting Zechariah, foretelling John’s birth and his actual birth.  During this rotation we will use a comparison of the different gospel accounts to read the story.

Preparation and Room Set Up:
Review the background information sheets and lesson materials.

Gather necessary materials for games. 

Start on time! 

Time Guidelines:

Introductions/Opening Prayer: 10 minutes

Bible Passage/Discussion Focus: 20 minutes

Activities/Games: 20 minutes

Reflection/Closing Prayer: 10 minutes
Welcome and Introductions:   Welcome the children and introduce yourself.   Remember that all of the children may not know who you are!   Make sure you are wearing your name tag and that the children have picked up their nametags from FastPass.   Always begin each class with introductions.  Tell the children that today you will be learning the story of John the Baptist and how he told others about the Messiah, Jesus.

Opening Prayer:  Pray something like this:  “Dear God, Thank you for this day and for all the people who are here today.  Thank you for sending your prophets like John who tell us the message you want us to hear and who teach us more about you.”   AMEN 

Bible Passage:   Gather the children at the TEMPLE AREA with their Bibles.   If children did not bring a personal Bible, use the classroom Bibles.  Encourage children to bring their Bibles to Sunday School each week.  

Each workshop begins with the Bible passage!  One of our primary goals is to improve the children’s Bible literacy!   Always tell the children where in the Bible the story is found.   Be sure to walk the children through the process of locating the scriptures.  The handout “Helping Children  Use  Bibles in the Classroom” will help you guide the children.   Use the classroom maps to point out some of the important locations for this rotation.   

NOTE:  as the rotation progresses, the children should become more familiar with the story.  Use your discretion, but encourage the children to tell YOU what they know of the story.  You can then fill in the gaps and take the discussion to a deeper level using the discussion questions below. 

Bible Lesson For younger children (Grades 1-2)
Younger children will look at three different scripture references for today’s story:  

· “The Coming Birth of John the Baptist” (p. 284), 

· “John Baptizes People” (page 293) 

· “John Baptizes Jesus”  (page 294).  

The Coming Birth of John the Baptist
Have them locate the first story , “The Coming Birth of John the Baptist” on page 284 of the Little Kids’ Adventure Bible  (refer to the “Helping Children Use Bible in the Classroom” handout)    Shepherds can assist the children in locating stories. Paraphrase the telling o f this story.   Be sure to point out the People in Bible Time note on page 284. 

Discuss briefly:  

· Who were John the Baptist’s parents? (Elizabeth and Zechariah)

· Why was it so unusual for them to have a baby?  (they were very old)

· Where did Zechariah work?  (in the temple)

· Who came to Zechariah and told him they would have a baby?  (Angel Gabriel)

· Elizabeth and Mary (Jesus’ mother) were related.  What were some of the same things that happened to each of these women?  (angel visits, told their babies would be special, unexpected mothers -- one very old, one very young)

John Baptizes People
Turn to page 293 and read the story.  Read the People in Bible Times  notes.

Discuss briefly:
· Where did John the Baptist live? (desert, wilderness)

· What did he do?  (told people the Lord (Jesus) was coming, baptized people)

· What type of clothes did John wear?  (camel’s hair)

· What did he eat?  (locusts and wild honey -- what was available in the desert)

· What did he tell people to do?  (repent -- turn away from sins, be baptized, get ready for Jesus)

· Who was John talking about?  (Jesus)

John Baptizes Jesus
Turn to page 294 and read the story, “John Baptizes Jesus.”  Read the Did You Know  notes.  Note the memory verse.

Discuss briefly:  
· Where did John baptize people?  (Jordan River)

· Who came to be baptized by John?  (Jesus)

· Why did Jesus want to be baptized?  (to follow God’s plan)

· What came down to Jesus when he was baptized?  (the Spirit of God -- Holy Spirit -- like a dove)

· What did the voice from heaven say?  (“This is my son, and I love him.  I am very pleased with him.”)

· What did John call Jesus?  (Lamb of God)

· What does that mean?  (Jesus takes the place of a lamb as an offering to God -- Jesus died for our sins)

Say:  John the Baptist was a prophet.  He was sent to tell others that Jesus, the Messiah was coming.  Just like the prophet Isaiah in the Old Testament (learned about last rotation), John shared God’s message with the people.  John’s message is still important for us today.  We need to believe in Jesus, ask God to forgive us of our sins, and turn away from them.    

Bible Lesson for Older Children (Grades 3-6)
Older children will compare the four gospel accounts of the story of John the Baptist.  Prepare for the story by reviewing the meanings of:  prophet, gospels, Messiah.   

Now divide the children into five groups.   Assign each group one gospel (with 2 groups for Luke due to its length).  Give each group the appropriate “Gospel Comparison Sheet” handout for their assignments.  Tell them to read the scripture noted on their sheet and work together to answer the questions.  *  Note:  The handouts have been created based on the Adventure Bible and the Adventure Bible for Young Readers.  Make sure each group has one of these versions.   

Allow about 5 minutes for groups to finish.  Then come back together as a large group and discuss the questions from their handouts.  Note similarities and differences between the four gospels by discussing the following:

· Which groups mentioned the prophet Isaiah?  (Matthew, Mark, Luke)  John does not mention Isaiah, but in the gospel of John, John the Baptist quotes from Isaiah when asked who he is (“I’m the messenger who is calling out in the desert, Make straight the way for the Lord.”) 

· Who was Isaiah?  (Old Testament prophet)  What other prophecies did Isaiah make?  (about the coming of Jesus the Messiah)

· Which groups talked about John the Baptist’s family and how his birth was foretold?  (Luke)

· What are the similarities between John the Baptist’s birth and Jesus’ birth?  (angel visits, foretold in scripture, unusual age of mothers -- Mary very young, Elizabeth very old, Zechariah’s song, Mary’s song)

· Which gospels talked about how John looked? (Matthew, Mark, Luke)  Why  do you think John had such an unusual appearance?  

· Which gospels talked about John’s eating? (Matthew, Mark, Luke)  

· Which gospels talked about the confusion of the crowds about who John was?  (Who did they think he was?  (the Messiah, Elijah the prophet)  What did John say about who he was?

· Which gospels mentioned the Holy Spirit?  (All)  Which gospel told of the Holy Spirit filling Zechariah?  (Luke)  What happened then? (he prophesied)

· Which gospel gave the people specific things to do to show that they had turned away from their sins? (Luke)  What types of things were they supposed to do?  (share, be fair, be content, don’t cheat)

· Baptism or ritual cleansing was a familiar custom to the Jewish people.  They routinely cleaned themselves in baths before eating, entering the Temple, or after doing anything that might make them “unclean.”  Gentiles (non-Jewish people) were also required to be baptized to clean themselves from their unclean non-Jewish beliefs and practices.  John’s baptism was different though.  He told the people that baptism was a sign of their repentance and God’s forgiveness of their sins.  

· Which gospels tell that  John the Baptist baptized people in the River Jordan?  (All)   Refer children to the the wall maps in the classroom, or in the back of their Bibles.  

· Which gospels tell about the crowds and Jewish officials coming from Jerusalem?  (Matthew, Mark, John) 

· Which gospels mention that Jesus came from Nazareth (in Galilee) where he grew up?  (Matthew, Mark) 

· Baptism today is one of the sacraments of the United Methodist Church.  It still represents an outward act that symbolizes an inward change.  What are the ways we perform baptisms?  (immersion, pouring, sprinkling)  

· [image: image1..pict]Infant baptism shows that a baby belongs to the family of God and symbolizes a promise of the family and church to help the baby grow up in the faith.

· What are some of the symbols of baptism?  (shell - maybe to recognize the river where John baptized, water - sometimes 3 drops symbolizing Father, Son, Holy Spirit, dove - recalling the Holy Spirit descending on Jesus at his baptism.)

· Jesus was without sin so he didn’t need a repenter’s baptism.  Which gospels tell about John’s reluctance to baptize Jesus.  (Matthew)   What did Jesus say about why he wanted to be baptized? (to carry out God’s plan) 

· Which gospels referred to Jesus as the “Lamb of God?”  (John)  What was the importance of lambs to Jewish people?  (used as sacrifices for offerings to God for forgiveness from their sins)  Why did John call Jesus the “Lamb of God?”  (Jesus will be the one God sacrifices for our sins).  Tie into our memory verse for this rotation.  (see below)

Say:  We can see that each of the gospel writers included some of the same information but also some different information.  Why do you think the accounts are not all exactly alike?  (different people, focus on different aspects, writing to specific audiences and emphasizing certain parts, get a more complete picture when see everyone’s descriptions)  By reading the different gospel accounts we can more fully understand who Jesus is as these different disciples describe him and the events of his life.  

Memory Verse:    Review the memory verse with the children.  Our goal is for them to memorize one verse each rotation.  Extra activities are included at the end of the lesson to help with learning the memory verse.  Use these as an alternative to the activities listed or as an extra activity.

“Look!  The Lamb of God!  He takes away the sin of the world!”  John 1:29 
(p. 294 Little Kids’ Adventure Bible)

Activity: Lamb and Locust Concentration

(Younger Children - Grades 1-2, possibly 3-4) 

Supplies:
· light colored tagboard 

· handouts for Concentration game (use clip art to create your own symbols for the game)

Preparation:
· Copy the Bible Concentration sheets onto light colored tagboard - 2 copies per set 

· Make enough sets so that children can play 2-3 per group.  

· There are enough pictures to make two different sets so children can play one game first and then switch to the next one.

To Play:  

Say:  We are going to review some of the people, places and things in today’s story by playing a game called Lamb and Locust Concentration.  

· Shuffle the cards together.

· Place the cards picture side down on the table  in 3 rows of 6 columns.

· First player turns over a two cards.  If they match, the player keeps the pair and goes again.  If they do not match, turn the cards back over and play passes to the next player.

· [image: image2..pict]Continue play until all cards have been matched.

· Player with the most pairs wins.

During play, encourage children to talk about the pictures they see.

After children have completed the game return to the large group.  Review the cards with the children discussing the various symbols, pictures and statements on the cards.

Lamb and Locust Jeopardy 

(Older Children - Grades 5-6, possibly 3-4)

Supplies:
· post-it notes to cover Jeopardy game

· transparency of Jeopardy game board - see attached

· handout with answers given - see attached

· overhead projector and extension cord - call Freddie to let her know that you need this for your scheduled Sundays!  Ask for the projector to be placed in Bible Quest room.

· Bibles - at least one per team

· white board and markers or pen and paper for scorekeeping 
Preparation:
· Cut post-it notes to fit the boxes of the Jeopardy game board on the transparency.

· Place post-it notes on top of transparency, covering all the squares.

· Write in point values on each post-it note from 100 - 500 points in each category.

To Play:
· Divide the children evenly into two teams, the “Lambs” and the “Locusts.”

· Give each team a Bible. 

Say:  We’re going to review the story by playing Lamb and Locust Jeopardy.  Remember that when you play Jeopardy, you get the “answer” on the board.  You have to reply with the proper “Question,” so make sure you answer in the form of a question.   Everyone on the team will have a chance to choose a category (you do NOT have to choose in order, but the questions get more difficult as the point value goes up).  The team MUST confer together before an answer is given to the teacher.  Any answers shouted out without conferring with the team first will mean the team loses its turn and the points will be given to the other team.  If you’re not sure of the answer, use your Bible to look it up.  (scripture references are given for most of the questions -- although there are a few which are not in the Bible -- children will know these if they listened carefully during your prior discussion!)  Our shepherd will keep score for us.  Team with the most points wins!

Reflection Time:  Faith journals and Memory verse stickers are used during the last 10 minutes of each class session and as needed.  Ask the shepherds to pass out the journals and pencils/pens from the class box.  Reflection questions for each workshop are printed on stickers.  Pass out the stickers and have children stick them to the top of  a sheet of paper in their journals.  Workshop leaders and shepherds should sit down with children in small groups to facilitate discussion and writing in Faith Journals.  Shepherds and workshop leaders should also write in Journals during this time.  This time is an opportunity for processing and reflection about what the children have learned.  Memory verse stickers are also included for each lesson.  Children can copy the memory verse and illustrate it as an alternative to journal questions.

· Grades 1-2:  Draw some ways we use water today.  Why do you think John the Baptist used water to baptize?

· Grades 3-4:  John the Baptist lived in the wilderness without a home or nice things.  What would be the hardest thing for you to give up from your room today?
· Grades 5-6:  Many missionaries today live simple, spartan lives far away from home.  What would be the hardest thing for you to give up if you lived as a missionary?
Extra Activities:  If you have extra time, use the attached supplemental activity sheets (from The Big Book of Bible Games, Gospel Light Publishing)  to review the memory verse.

Closing Prayer:  Gather the children together at the end of class.  Share reminders about upcoming events.  Remind them to bring their Bibles to class and encourage them to bring their friends to the G.R.E.A.T.  Adventure.  Ask for prayer requests and pray together.

Clean-up:  Gather all supplies and put away in storage cabinet.  Place journals, stickers, and pens/pencils in class box.  Encourage the children to take responsibility for putting away all materials and supplies and to help keep our rooms neat and orderly.    

Release children only to parents after they have signed their child out on the classroom clipboard, unless they have made prior arrangements with you.  Children should not be unattended in the hallways! 
Lambs and Locusts - The Story of John the Baptist

Gospel Comparison Sheets

Directions:  Read Matthew 3:1-17 together.  Then answer the following questions.
1.  Where did John the Baptist preach?  ________________________________________________

2.  John said,  “_______________________  The Kingdom of Heaven is near.”

3.  Who was the Old Testament prophet who spoke about John?  _____________________________

4.  John’s clothes were made of _____________________________ hair.

5.  John ate _________________________  and _________________________________.

6.  What did John do to the people who came to him?  ______________________________________

Where?  ___________________________________

7.  Who did John say was coming?  ___________________________________

8.  Why did Jesus want John to baptize him?  ___________________________________

9.  What came down on Jesus when he was baptized?  ___________________________________

10.  “This is my Son, and I love him.  I am very pleased.”  Who said this?  _______________________

Lambs and Locusts - The Story of John the Baptist

Gospel Comparison Sheets

Directions:  Read Mark 1:1-11 together.  Then answer the following questions.
1.  Who was the messenger the prophets said would “Prepare the way for the Lord . . . ?”   ____________

____________________________________________

2.  Where did John the Baptist  live?  ________________________________________

3.  John preached that people should ______________________________  of their sins and be 

__________________________________________ .

4.  The people John preached to came from _________________________________  and 

 ____________________________________________.

6.  John wore clothes made of _________________________  hair.

7.  John ate ______________________  and ___________________________.

8.  John preached that someone would come after him who was more ________________________ than John.

9.  Who was this? ____________________________

10.  Jesus lived in _______________________________  in _________________________ .

Lambs and Locusts - The Story of John the Baptist

Gospel Comparison Sheets
Directions:  Read Luke 1:5-23, Luke 1:57-80 together.  Then answer the following questions.

Luke 1:5-23
1.  Who were John the Baptist’s parents?  _______________________ and ____________________

2.  Zechariah worked as a priest  in the  ___________________________.  Extra credit!  What city

was this?  __________________________________

3.  Who visited Zechariah? _______________________________________

4.  Zechariah doubted the visitor’s words, so he was made unable to __________________________.

Luke 1:57-80

5.  In Bible times, the first born male was normally  named after his father.  Why was Elizabeth’s baby given

 the name John?    ________________________________________________________________

6.  What happened to Zechariah after the baby was named?  _________________________________

7.  After Zechariah could again speak, he was filled with the _________________________________ .

8.  Luke 1:76 - 79 is part of Zechariah’s song telling about his baby and what he would do.  What  are some of the things his baby would do according to Zechariah’s song?  

· He will be a __________________________ of the Most High God.

· He  will go ahead of the Lord to __________________________ the way for Him.

· He will tell his people ________________________________________________________.

· He  will tell them their ______________________ can be forgiven.

9.  Where did John the Baptist live?  __________________________________

Lambs and Locusts - The Story of John the Baptist

Gospel Comparison Sheets
Directions:  Read Luke 3:1-18  together.  Then answer the following questions.
1.  Where was John living?  _____________________________________________

2.  This was near what river? _________________________________________

3.  Who was the Old Testament prophet who told about John? ____________________

4.  John told the crowds they needed to share with others, be honest and not cheat and be content with

 what they are paid.  In this way they would produce fruit that show they would have turned away from their

 ________________________ .

5.  The crowds thought John might be ____________________________, but he told them one more 

powerful than he was coming.

6.  Who was this? ____________________________________

Luke 3:21-22
7.  John baptized many people.  Who baptized Jesus?  ________________________

8.  While Jesus prayed the Holy Spirit came down in the form of a _____________________________.

9.  The voice from ________________________ said, “You are my Son, and I love you.   I am very 

pleased with you.”
Lambs and Locusts - The Story of John the Baptist

Gospel Comparison Sheets

Directions:  Read John 1:6-8, 1:15-34 together.  Then answer the following questions.
1.  Who gave “witness” to Jesus?  _________________

2.  Who was the true light that John gave witness to? ____________________________

3.  John (the gospel writer, not John the Baptist)  said that no one has seen God.  But because God, the 

Son came he shows us ________________________________________ . 

4.  The Jewish priests and Levites asked John if he was the Christ or the prophet Elijah.  He told them he 

was _______________________________________________ .

5.  When Jesus came to John the Baptist, John said, “Behold (Look)!__________________________

______________________________________He takes away the sins fo the world.”  

6.  Lambs in Bible times were used as ____________________________________ to God to ask for 

forgiveness of sin.

7.  Because John the Baptist called Jesus the “Lamb of God” he mean that God gave Jesus to be killed, 

like the lamb, for our _____________________ .

8.  John the Baptist told others that he saw  the ____________________________________ come 

down from heaven like a dove.

9.  A witness sees something for him or herself and testifies or tells the truth about it to others.  What did 

John give witness (testify) to?  Jesus is the __________________________________________.

______________________________________________________________________________
HolyWord Theatre - Video Workshop

John the Baptist – Lambs and Locusts

Scripture References: 

*Mark 1:1-11, *John 1:19-34, Luke 1:5-25, 57-80, Luke 3, Matthew 3

(For grades 1 & 2, this can be found on pages 284, 287, 293 and 294 in The Little Kids Adventure Bible.)

*Mark and John’s accounts are the shortest versions, accounts of Jesus’ baptism are found in all four gospels, only Luke contains the story of Gabriel visiting Zechariah, foretelling John’s birth and his actual birth.  

Memory Verse:  “Look!  The Lamb of God!  He takes away the sin of the world!”  John 1:29 (p.294 Little Kids’ Adventure Bible)

Themes:  Prophecy fulfilled, repentance of sins, meaning of baptism

Objectives and Life Application: 

 Children will describe the appearance and calling of John the Baptist.

 Children will define the following words/concepts:  prophet, repentance, sin, witness, baptism.

 Children will recognize some of the Old Testament prophecies about Jesus as Messiah (from the previous Messiah lesson) to which John the Baptist refers. 

 Children will recognize that Jesus’ baptism was the start of his public ministry and a sign of his obedience to God. 

 Children will discuss the meaning of baptism today.

 Children will explain John the Baptist’s description of Jesus as the Lamb of God.

 Children will reflect upon the story through journaling.

 Children will memorize John 1:29.

Preparation and Room Set Up:

 Review the background information sheets and lesson materials. 

 Preview the video, “John the Baptist” and review the discussion questions for each age group.

 Prepare popcorn before children arrive and have it bagged and ready to distribute so your attention can be given to the children.

Start on time!  Sunday School begins at 9:30 a.m. 

Welcome and Introductions: Gather the children together at the tables with their Bibles. Make sure you are wearing your name tag and that the children have picked up their nametags from FastPass. Welcome the children and introduce yourself. Remember that workshop leaders rotate often and the children may not know you. 

Tell the children that today you will be learning the story of John the Baptist. 

Opening Prayer: Pray something like this: “Dear God, Thank you for this day and for all the people who have come to hear about Jesus. Thank you for giving us your son, our Messiah.  We thank you Lord, for the prophets of long ago, and for our teachers today.  May they continue to be a witness for our powerful God.  Help us to remember all things are possible through Jesus Christ.  AMEN”

Bible Passage:  Each workshop begins with the Bible passage! One of our primary goals is to improve the children’s Bible literacy!

Always tell the children where in the Bible the story is found. Have them locate (refer to the teaching handout on How to Help Children Use their Bibles) the story in their Bibles. Shepherds should help with this. Choose a single gospel account for this workshop or use excerpts from several. If the children do not have their own Bibles, use the extras in the room. (Encourage the children to bring their Bibles each week!)  For older children: Have them read out loud or follow along silently as you read the selected story. For younger children: Have them follow along in their Bibles as you read the story. Point out the special notes in the Bibles to the children. 

NOTE:  Teachers, as the rotation progresses, you should modify the Bible passage (allow children to tell the story, fill in with details, add more details, and in-depth discussion depending on age group).

Discussion Focus: 

Briefly discuss the characters and events of the story.  Be sure to note the fulfillment of Old Testament prophecies.  Isaiah 40:3 and page 293 in The Little Kids Adventure Bible – John is the one of the prophets Isaiah spoke about.  He said, “A messenger is calling out in the desert, ‘Prepare the way for the Lord.  Make straight paths for him.’ “  After the video, you will have a chance to discuss the story more.

Memory Verse: Locate and review the memory verse with the children. Our goal is for the children to memorize one memory verse each rotation. (1st and 2nd grade can find this on page 294 of The Little Kids Adventure Bible.)

“Look!  The Lamb of God!  He takes away the sin of the World!”  John 1:29

Video: John the Baptist

(Nest Entertainment, 1990; running  time = 30 minutes.)

· Gather the children in the theatre seats.

· Pass out popcorn (shepherd can help with this to speed the process)

· Sit down with the children to view the video (shepherd should sit also)

· Show the video. 

· Plan to pause the video at the following specific places to discuss the questions below. 

Pause - (Scene: Zechariah names his son.)

Why did Elizabeth and Zechariah name their son John?  Why was this such a surprise to the people in their community?

Pause - (Scene: Jesus picking the berries from the tree.)

What were the similarities in the births of Jesus and John the Baptist. 

Pause - (Scene: Jesus asks John to baptize him.)

Why was Jesus baptized?  

Pause - (Scene: John and Jesus embraces in the river.)

Who was the dove a symbol of?

Discussion Focus:

After the video, complete your discussion using some of the following questions.  

· Who were John the Baptist’s parents?  (Elizabeth and Zechariah)

· Why was it so unusual for them to have a baby?  (they were very old)

· What was Zechariah’s job in the Temple?  (he was a priest, prepared the temple for worship)

· What happened to Zechariah when he went to the temple? (angel Gabriel appeared and foretold the birth of a son)

· What happened to Zechariah when he questioned the angel?  (he was unable to speak)

· Where did John live?  (wilderness—probably his parents died while he was still young)

· Why was John sent by God?  (to let people know that the Messiah was coming and to get ready)

· What is a prophet?  (person who receives and sends messages from God)

· What Old Testament prophet did John the Baptist quote?  (Isaiah)

· What was the name of the river where John baptized people?  (Jordan)

· Describe John the Baptist’s clothing.  (camel hair, rough)

· Describe what he ate.  (wild honey and locusts)

· Who did some people think John might be?  (the Messiah or the Prophet Elijah)

· Who did John say he was?  (one who came to point the way to the Messiah, not the Messiah)

· What form did the Holy Spirit take when He descended on Jesus?  (dove)

· What did John baptize with?  (water)

· Who did he say Jesus would baptize with?  (Holy Spirit)

· What did John mean when he called Jesus the “Lamb of God?”  (To call Jesus the Lamb of God means that he is our offering.  Jesus would die to take away our sins)

· What did the voice of God say when Jesus was baptized?  (“This is my son and I love him.  I am very pleased with him.”)

· What are some ways water gives and sustains life in the world?  Why is water a symbol of what God does for us at baptism?

· How did early Jews use water in the Temple?  (ritual cleansing)

· Why was baptism used for converts to Judaism?  (cleanse from non-Jewish beliefs and practices)

· What did John the Baptist tell people to do?  (repent and be baptized)

· What does it mean to sin?  (disobey God)

· What is repentance?  (turning away from sin, change of heart and action.  1) Admit you did wrong.  2) Resolve to change.  3) Turn away from the sin and act differently)

· Since Jesus was sinless, he had no need of repentance.  Why was Jesus baptized?  (obedience to God, recognition of John as a prophet, beginning of his public ministry)

Reflection and Journal Time: The last 10 minutes should be reserved for Journal Reflection time. This is an opportunity for processing and reflection about what the children have learned. Ask the shepherds to pass out the journals and pencils/pens and the journal question sticker for the day. Workshop leaders and shepherds should sit down with children in small groups to facilitate discussion and writing in Faith Journals. Adults should write in journals as well. Memory verse stickers are also included for each lesson. Children may also copy the memory verse and illustrate it. 

Grades 1-2:  Draw a picture showing John baptizing Jesus.  What came down from heaven? 

Grades 3-4:  When John baptized Jesus, a dove came down from heaven.  Who does the dove symbolize?  What do you think the people watching thought?

Grades 5-6:  People are baptized as an outward sign of their repentance from their sins.  Jesus never sinned.  Why do you think Jesus wanted John to baptize him?

If you have extra time:

Draw an illustration in your journal for your memory verse.  Or use the extra activity sheet to review the memory verse with the children.

Closing Prayer: Encourage the children to come back next week for another workshop, and to invite their friends. Remind them to bring their Bibles. Ask for prayer requests and pray together. 

Clean-up:  Have children throw away their popcorn bags and cups. Clean out popcorn machine and sweep up any stray kernels. Put away Bibles, paper, pencils, videos, etc. 

Make sure children are signed out on class clipboards when picked up by parents.

_____________________________________________________________________________
Sunday Morning Live Drama & Puppetry Workshop

Lambs and Locusts (John the Baptist – Baptism of Jesus!)

Themes:  Prophecy fulfilled, repentance of sins, meaning of baptism.  Sunday Morning live will focus on the fulfillment of prophecy and the similarities between John the Baptist’s birth and Jesus’ birth.  

Objectives of this Workshop:

· Children will read and discuss the different gospel accounts of John the Baptist’s birth and life.

· Children will recall some of the events surrounding John the Baptist’s foretold birth and actual birth.

· Children will describe the appearance and calling of John the Baptist.

· Children will define the following words/concepts: prophet, repentance, sin, witness, baptism.

· Children will recognize some of the Old Testament prophecies.

· Children will discuss the meaning of baptism today.

· Children will explain John the Baptist’s description of Jesus as Lamb of God.

· Children will reflect upon the story through journaling.

· Children will memorize John 1:29 

Preparation and Room Set Up:

Secure a white sheet across the front of the stage by pinning to the open purple stage curtains.  Position a spotlight from the back of the stage shining toward the curtain. 

Props needed:  infant baby doll, angel wings/halo, long frocks.  All of these will be seen only in silhouette, so they do not need to be fancy.

Scripture References:

Mark 1:1-11, John 1:19-34, Luke 1:5-25, 57-80, Luke 3, Matthew 3; pg 284, 287, 293, 294 Little Kids’ Adventure Bible (Mark and John’s accounts are the shortest versions, accounts of Jesus’ baptism are found in all four gospels, only Luke contains the story of Gabriel visiting Zechariah, foretelling John’s birth and his actual birth.  During this rotation we will vary the use of the different versions as we focus on different parts of the story in each workshop.

Music should be played during activities or used if you have extra time at the end of a workshop.  Use the copy of the John the Baptist CD for music. 

Begin on time!

Welcome and introductions:

Welcome the children and introduce yourself.  (Remember all the children may not know who you are.)  Make sure you are wearing your nametag and that the children are wearing theirs.  Begin each class with introductions.  Tell the children you will be acting out in shadow stills the foretelling of the birth of John the Baptist, his life before Jesus and the similarities between the two stories during this workshop today.

Opening Prayer

Always open with prayer.  You may pray something like this:  

Dear Lord, we thank you for sharing these special stories with us through your word.  By acting out these stories, please help them to come alive for us.  Help us to see why you have shared these stories with us and to understand them as you want us to.  Thank you for everyone here today, all of the teachers and all of the shepherds and especially all of the children. Amen

Each workshop begins with the Bible story.  One our primary goals is to improve the children’s Bible literacy! Always tell the children where in the Bible the story is found. Shepherds can assist the children in locating stories.  With help, even the youngest children (grades 1-2) can begin to locate stories in their Bibles.  Point out the special features in their Bibles, including pictures, charts, or extra information.  Often these “special items” attract the children’s attention and will encourage them to read more.

For younger children: Have them locate (with help) the story in their Little Kids’ Adventure Bible.  Review the headings with the children and ask them what they know about that portion of the story.  For older children:  Have them locate (with help) the story of John the Baptist in all four of the gospels.  Have them tell you what they already know about the story of the foretelling of John’s birth, his birth, the foretelling of Jesus birth and his birth.  Have them tell you about John baptizing Jesus.   

Memory Verse:

“Look! The Lamb of God!  He takes away the sin of the world!”  John 1:29  (page 294 Little Kids’ Adventure Bible.  Locate and review the verse with the children.  

Activity:

Today we will act out the story of John the Baptist’s birth and Jesus’ birth through still life shadows.  The children will stand very close to the white sheet with the spot light shining behind them to cast shadows upon the sheet.  The audience will see only the shadows that are cast upon the sheet.  Go through the story twice so that children can have the opportunity to be the shadow and to be the audience.

Props needed:  

 infant baby doll 

 angel wings/halo 

 long frocks  

 (All of these will be seen only in silhouette, so they do not need to be fancy)  

 Book 

 Manger – you will have to ask Billy for this or call the church office and ask for it to be placed in the SML room.

A white sheet and spotlight will be provided.

Mind Exercises To Get Ready:  

· Everybody stand up:

· Stretch like you can reach the stars.

· Shine like a star.

· Walk at night with only stars to light your way.

· Be a pebble along that walkway.

· Stretch again like you can reach the stars.

Shadow Play – The Birth and Beyond of Two Bible Boys

Actors needed: 

· One angel
· One actor (to be both Elizabeth and Isaiah)
· One actor (to be both Zechariah and Joseph and grown up John)
· One actor to be Mary and grown up Jesus
· Stage hand
(OK to assign differently depending upon # of children in class.)

Have the teacher or one of the shepherds read as the narrator (depending upon the reading ability of the children, certain children may be able to be the narrator.)

As the story unfolds, the actors will want to freeze-frame a scene.  When the scene is in place, the shepherd or some other adult can turn on the spotlight to illuminate the scene.  Suggested ideas for scenes are illustrated.

Scene 1

The gospel of Mark begins with these words:

It is written in Isaiah the prophet:


“I will send my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way”


“A voice of one calling in the desert, ‘Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight paths for him.”

Scene 2

In the time of Herod the king of Judea there was a priest named Zechariah.  He had a wife named Elizabeth.  They both loved the Lord very much and lived their lives so that they would please the Lord.  Zechariah and Elizabeth were very old and had no children even though they had always wanted to have children.

One day Zechariah was at the temple doing his priestly duties.  He was burning incense and getting the temple ready for the people who had gathered to pray.  While he was in the temple, and angel of the Lord appeared to him.  

Scene 3

Zechariah was very startled to see the angel and he was gripped with fear.  The angel said, “do not be afraid Zechariah!  Your prayer has been heard.  Your wife Elizabeth will have a son and you shall name him John.  He will be a joy and delight to you. He will be filled with the Holy Spirit from birth!”

Zechariah said, “How can I be sure of this?  My wife and I are very old!”  The angel said you will be silent and unable to speak because you did not believe me.

Scene 4

Later, the same angel, Gabriel, appeared to Mary and told her, “Do not be afraid, you have found favor with God.  You will have a baby and give birth to a son.  You will call the baby Jesus.”  Mary said, “How can this be?  I am not even married!”  The angel told her that this would be a baby of the Holy Spirit.  AND even Elizabeth your relative is going to have a child in her old age.  Nothing is impossible with God!”

Scene 5

Mary ran to Judea to see Elizabeth.  They were very excited to see each other.  When Elizabeth saw Mary, her baby leaped in her womb.  She knew that Mary was going to be the mother of Jesus!

Scene 6

Eight days after Elizabeth gave birth to her baby, she and Zechariah took him to the temple to be named. There they were going to name him Zechariah after his father but Elizabeth spoke up, “No!  you must name him John.”  This was just as the angel had said. Everyone was very confused.  They looked to Zechariah to see if this was all right with him.  He asked for a tablet. He wrote, “His name is John!”  Immediately his voice came back!

Scene 7

Zechariah began to prophesy.  He said that John would be called a prophet of the Most High.  He said that John would go before the Lord to prepare the way for him.  

John grew up and became strong in spirit.  He lived in the desert until he appeared publicly to Israel.

Scene 8

Very soon afterward, the time came for Mary’s baby to be born, and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son.  She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger.

Scene 9

After eight days, Mary and Joseph took Jesus to be named just like Zechariah and Elizabeth did with John.  There the baby was named Jesus just as the angel had told them.  Jesus grew and became strong.  He was filled with wisdom and the grace of God was upon him.  

Scene 10

Many years passed.  John traveled all around the country around the Jordan preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins.  This was just as it was written in the book of the prophet Isaiah:

“A voice of one calling in a the desert, ‘Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight paths for him.  Every valley shall be filled in, every mountain and hill made low.  The crooked roads shall become straight, the rough ways smooth.  And all mankind will see God’s salvation.”

Scene 11

When all the people were being baptized, Jesus was baptized too.  The heavens opened and he Holy Spirit descended upon Jesus.  A voice came from heaven:  “You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased.”  We too, can be God’s servants and he will be able to say, you are my sons and daughters in whom I am well pleased.
Thank you!

Discussion Focus:

Use the background information and some of the following questions for classroom discussion:

What Old Testament prophet told about the coming of John the Baptist? (Isaiah)

· Who were John the Baptist’s parents?  (Elizabeth and Zechariah)

· Why was it so unusual for them to have a baby?  (they were very old)

· What was Zechariah’s job in the Temple?  (he was a priest, prepared the temple for worship)

· What happened to Zechariah when he went to the Temple?  (angel Gabriel appeared and foretold the birth of a son)

· How did Zechariah respond to the angel’s message?  (doubted)

· How did Mary respond to a similar message from an angel?  (excited, confused)

· How do you think Mary and Elizabeth felt to be used by God in this way?

· Has God ever used you to accomplish something important?

· How should we respond when God wants us to do something?

· Why was John sent by God?  (to let people know that the Messiah was coming and to get ready)

· What is a prophet?  (person who receives and sends messages from God)

· What Old Testament prophet did John the Baptist quote?  (Isaiah)

· What form did the Holy Spirit take when He descended on Jesus? (dove)

· What did John baptize with?  (water)

· What did he say Jesus would baptize with? (Holy Spirit)

· What did John mean when he called Jesus the “Lamb of God?”

· What did the voice of God say when Jesus was baptized?  (“This is my son and I love him.  I am very pleased with him.”)

· What are some ways water gives and sustains life in the world?   Why  is water a symbol of what God does for us at baptism?

· How did early Jews use water in the Temple?  (ritual cleansing)

· Why was baptism used for converts to Judaism?  (cleanse from non-Jewish beliefs and practices)

· What did John the Baptist tell people to do?  (repent and be baptized)

· What does it mean to sin?  (disobey God)

· What is repentance?  (turning away from sin, change of heart and action 1.  admit you did wrong, 2.  resolve to change, 3.  turn away from the sin and act differently) 

· Since Jesus was sinless, he had no need of repentance.  Why was Jesus baptized?  (obedience to God, recognition of John as a prophet, beginning of his public ministry)Insert discussion questions here.
Reflection/Journal Time:  Faith journals and memory verse stickers are used during the last 10 minutes of each class. This time is an opportunity for processing and reflection about what the children have learned. Workshop leaders and shepherds should sit down with children in small groups to facilitate discussion and writing in Faith Journals.  

Ask the shepherds to pass out the journals and pencils/pens and hand out the question/sticker for the day.  Memory verse stickers are also included for each lesson.  Children can copy the memory verse and illustrate it as an alternative to journal questions.  

Grades 1-2:  Draw a picture of the angel Gabriel telling Zechariah that he would have a son.  How do you think Zechariah felt?

Grades 3-4:  Zechariah and Elizabeth were very old when the angel Gabriel told them they would have a son.  How do you think they felt?  When have you been surprised by God?

Grades 5-6:  John’s parents were very old when John was born.  Jesus’ mother, Mary, was very young and she was unmarried.  Why do you think God often chooses unexpected people to accomplish his purposes?

Closing Prayer:

Gather the children together at the end of the class.  Share reminders about upcoming events.  Remind them to bring their Bibles to class and encourage them to bring their friends to the G.R.E. A.T. Adventure.  Ask for prayer requests and pray together.  

You can pray something like this, “Dear Lord, thank you for letting us see how many things were alike in the lives of John and Jesus.  Please help us to be your servants just like Elizabeth and Zachariah, Mary and Joseph, and like John the Baptist and Jesus were.  Help us really mean it when we tell you we are sorry and help us to change so that we can live like you want us to.  Thank you for this exciting time together today.  Amen

Clean up:  Encourage the children to take responsibility for putting away costumes, props, and other supplies to help keep our rooms neat and orderly.

Release children only to parents (unless prior arrangements have been made) and 

make sure parents sign children out on class clipboards.

______________________________________________________________________________
Cyber Space - Computer Workshop

John the Baptist - Lambs and Locusts!

Objectives and Life Application: 
· Children will locate the River Jordan, Nazareth and Jerusalem on the map.   

· Children will define the following words/concepts: prophet, repentance, sin, baptism,  Messiah.  

· Children will recognize some of the Old Testament prophecies about Jesus as Messiah (from the previous Messiah lesson) to which John the Baptist refers.  

· Children will recognize that Jesus’ baptism was a sign of his obedience to God. 

· Children will discuss the meaning of baptism today.  

· Children will explain John the Baptist’s description of Jesus as the “Lamb of God.”

· Children will reflect upon the story through journaling. 

· Children will memorize John 1:29.

Scripture:   

*Mark 1:1-11, *John 1:19-34, Luke 1:5-25, 57-80, Luke 3, Matthew 3, p. 284, 287, 293, 294 Little Kids’ Adventure Bible  (* accounts of Jesus’ baptism are found in all four gospels, Mark and John’s accounts are the shortest versions, only Luke contains the story of Gabriel visiting Zechariah, foretelling John’s birth and his actual birth.  During this rotation we will use a comparison of the different gospel accounts to read the story.   
Preparation and Room Set Up:
· Review the background information sheets and lesson materials.

· Gather the necessary CDs and review prior to class.

· Preview the Fall of Jericho game to become familiar with how it works.

· Preview ‘Wordy’ to become familiar with it.

· Turn computers on prior to class arrival, place CDs at each computer station.

· Copy the worksheet questions for Grades 1-2

Start on time!  Sunday School begins at 9:30 a.m.

Time Guidelines:

Introductions/Opening Prayer:  5 minutes

Bible Passage/Brief Discussion:  5 minutes

Computer Exploration:  40 minutes

Reflection/Closing Prayer: 10 minutes
Software to be used:
Play and Learn Bible (Grades 1-2)

Wordy (Grades 1-2, optional Grades 3-6)

Kid Pix (Grades 1-2) 

LIfe of Christ, Life Application Bible, Fall of Jericho (Grades 3-4, 5-6, Optional Grades 1-2)

Notes for Teacher:  
As much as possible, try to sit with your students as you go through the software together.  The lesson is not what’s on the computer.  It’s what you and the students do with what’s on the computer.  Guide your students through the content, share yourself and facilitate their sharing with each other.  Model your enthusiasm for the Word of God.  The Shepherd can also sit with the children, although the Shepherd is not expected to teach the lesson.

Welcome and Introductions:  Gather the children together at the large center table with their Bibles. Welcome the children and introduce yourself.  Make sure you are wearing your name tag and that the children have picked up their nametags from FastPass.   Always begin each class with introductions.  Remember that workshop leaders rotate often and the children may not know you.  

Tell the children that today you will be learning about a New Testament prophet, John the Baptist and his relationship with Jesus.  
Opening Prayer:  Pray something like this:  “Dear God, Thank you for this day and for all the people who are here today.  We thank you for your Holy Spirit which came to people long ago and led them to do your will.  We thank you for your Spirit’s leading us still today.  AMEN”  

Bible Passage:  Each workshop begins with the Bible passage!  One of our primary goals is to improve the children’s Bible literacy!  Always tell the children where in the Bible the story is found.   Today’s lesson is located in all four gospels.   Shepherds should assist the children in locating stories.  (Refer to your teacher handout “Helping Children Use Bibles in the Classroom”)  

For older children:  Divide the children into four groups and have each group look up the different references.  Tell them we will read and listen to these versions on the computer, so after they have located them, ask them what they know or remember about the story from earlier sessions and briefly review the story this way.    Point out and discuss the Bible notes in the different gospels:


Matthew:  Producing fruit


Mark:  John the Baptist


Luke:  Zechariah and Elizabeth (Luke 1) 


John:  Lamb of God 

Tell them that they will use the computer software to explore more of the story and several of the gospel accounts.  Tell them to pay close attention, because after they are finished with the exploration, they will play a new computer game to see how much they remember! 

For younger children:  Have them locate the selected story (John Baptizes People on p. 293 and John Baptizes Jesus on page 294 of the Little Kids’ Adventure Bible).    Have them follow along in their Bibles as you read or tell in your own words, the story.    Point out and discuss the following Bible notes:


People in Bible Times:  John the Baptist


Words to Treasure:  This is my Son . . . 


Did You Know:  Lamb of God

NOTE:  As the rotation progresses, children will become more familiar with the Bible passage.  This is a great opportunity to let them tell you what they know.  You can then fill in any gaps, add additional details, or take the discussion to deeper levels.  This is one of the advantages of the rotation model!

Memory Verse:  Review the memory verse with the children.  Our goal is for the children to memorize one memory verse each rotation.   HINT:  They will see this later on in the lesson!

“Look!  The Lamb of God.  He takes away the sin of the world.”  John 1:29

If you have extra time at the end of the workshop, review the memory verse using the attached verse review game or by using Wordy, the computer scripture memory and review game.  
Activity:  John the Baptist Exploration - Older Children

Divide the children into groups of two to three at computer stations.  Each child should have a turn at the mouse -- you may need to divide the time period to facilitate sharing.   This is important!  One of the biggest complaints the kids have about the CyberSpace workshop is that they don’t get equal opportunity at the mouse!  Christians share!

Encourage the children to SLOW DOWN when searching through the software.  They tend to skim through quickly, without reading and absorbing the information.  Encourage them to talk together in their small groups about the questions posed in the various links.    Remind them that they will see this information later in the computer game and they will do better on the game if they pay attention now. 

Software and Navigation Tips 

(Spend about 15 -20 minutes on this part of the activity.)

Life of Christ CD
· Insert Life of Christ CD and click on the icon on the desktop. 

· Click on New Exploration

· Type in your name/name of your group

· Click on file crate (labeled King’s) in the office.

· In Lesson index, click on Beginnings to Baptism
· Click on Lesson 10 - The Baptism of Jesus
· Listen to the lesson carefully.

· Answer question asked by narrator in your group.  Have you been baptized?  As a baby?  Do you remember it?  Have you ever asked your parents about it?  Do you hope to be baptized soon?

· Click Yes to take quiz.

· Answer questions and click on the arrow to advance to the next question.

· After the quiz, click return to lesson index and click arrow forward.

· Click Lesson 11 - Lamb of God.
· Listen to the lesson carefully.

· Answer question asked by narrator in your group.  Do you want God to “pass over” your sins?  Have you ever prayed that through Jesus He will do this?

· Click Yes to take quiz.

· Answer questions, clicking arrow to advance to the next question.

· After the quiz, return to office and quit program.

Life Application Bible CD
· Insert Life Application Bible CD and click on icon on desktop.

· Click folder icon on top bar.

· Click Bible Topics on the right side of split screen.

· Type “John”

· Scroll down to John Baptist, mission of and click John 1:6-8

· On left side of split screen scroll up to top and click on Dramatic reading icon - God Became Human

· (Grades 5-6) can also click on Personality Profile of John the Baptist and read up to Strengths and Accomplishments

· Click on Map icon- Jesus first travels:  Note Jordan River, Jerusalem, Nazareth, Sea of Galilee

· Click Folders to return to menu and scroll to Baptizes Jesus - Click Mark 1:9-11

· Click and listen to dramatic reading

· Click on Photo - Jordan River, site of Jesus’ baptism

· Click on Folders to return to menu and scroll to Baptizes Jesus, click on Matthew 3:13-16

· Click on Art to view picture of Jesus’ baptism.

· Exit program
HINT:  You might want to copy these navigational tips for the children or write them on the white board in the classroom, so they will know where to go!

Fall of Jericho 3-D
(Game should take about 15-20 minutes)

This is really neat software that allows you to create your own review game.  Players leave Egypt, travel through the wilderness and make it into the Promised Land, advancing by answering questions correctly.  The first player to arrive in Jericho watches the walls fall down.   

IMPORTANT:  Before playing make sure the following Options are checked: Sequential Play, Wrong Answer Try Again, All level difficulty questions (easy, medium and hard).  

· Open Fall of Jericho program by clicking on the icon on the desktop.

· Click File

· Click New Game

· Click “A File you made yourself”

· Click John the Baptist.

· Enter the number of players, names and characters and begin play.

· Be sure to click OK after choosing your answer. 

· If you don’t know the answer look it up using the scripture reference in the question. 

· Read the comments displayed at the bottom of the screen when the answers are given.  They are hints to later questions. 

Important Notes on Cooperative Playing!  
In order to go through the entire set of questions (there are 42 total) use the number of players at the computer station.  (up to four can play at a station but with four players the game will take a LONG time and the question set will repeat two to three times - 2 players per station is probably ideal.)  So that play doesn’t get too competitive (and inhospitable for any visitors or infrequent attendees), tell the kids to help each other out so that they are actually playing as a team.  Tell each team that they will be competing against the other computer stations to see which team finishes first.  This should encourage them to work together.  Tell the teams that they should read the comments at the bottom  (which give hints about upcoming questions!) and if they don’t know an answer, encourage them to look up the scripture references, rather than just guess.   If it looks like one team is really smoking the rest, you can switch around the teams.   If you do this often enough the kids will get used to it and quit grumbling.   If teams run through the entire question sequence, and still are not in the promised land, the sequence begins again.  (So tell them to pay attention to everyone’s questions, because they may see them again!) 

If you have extra time:
Review the memory verse with the attached memory review sheets.

Let the older children use Wordy to review the memory verse.

Change the groups and play Fall of Jericho again!

Let the teams come up with some new and different questions and I’ll add them to the game! 

Activity:  Lamb and Locust Exploration - Grades 1-2

Divide the children into groups of two to three at computer stations.  Each child should have a turn at the mouse -- you may need to divide the time period to facilitate sharing.  Rotate the jobs of navigator (with the mouse) and recorder (writing down notes about what you discover). This is important!  One of the biggest complaints the kids have about the CyberSpace workshop is that they don’t get equal opportunity at the mouse!   Christians share!

Explain to the children that they will listen to the story on the computer first and  answer some questions about it using a short worksheet.   

After completing the worksheet, they will use the computer to complete a puzzle.

They will use the computer to unscramble the Memory Verse using Wordy.

Optional:  They can illustrate the story using KidPix.

Divide the children into groups of two to three at computer stations.  Each child should have a turn at the mouse -- you may need to consciously divide the time period to facilitate sharing.

Give each group a copy of the worksheet they will fill out.

Software and Navigation Tips

Play and Learn Bible CD 

John the Baptist Story (Spend about 10 minutes on this part of the activity)

· Insert the Play and Learn Bible into the computers.

· Click on Bible Stories.

· Click on God’s Son.

· Click on  John Baptizes Jesus.

· Click Yes to have the story read.

· Have children listen to the story and answer the questions asked by the computer.  Have children fill out their worksheet as they go through the story or at the end.

John the Baptist Puzzle (Spend about 10  minutes on this part of the activity)

After listening to the story, and answering the questions, go back to main page.

· Click on Game Room.

· Click on Puzzle Page.

· Find the John the Baptist puzzle.

· Click on desired level (1,2,3)

· Click on mix.

· Work the puzzle.

· After finishing the puzzle, exit the program and remove the CD

Wordy Scripture Memory Review CD

(this software is a little tricky until you get used to it-- if the kids get frustrated, move on to KidPix)  Use this software to have the kids unscramble the rotation’s memory verse.  Once they have done that a few times, they can review previous rotation’s memory verses as well (see below)

To review present Bible memory verse:

· Insert Wordy CD 

· Click on WordyWin in program file

· Select number of players

· Type in names

· Would you like to check on these?  Click Yes.

· Begin with present verse set “Wordy” (to left) and present version set on “jbp”

· Click done

· Press “go” to start game

· Select door 1 - mode 1

· Click “Start”

· Click on words to put verse in order.

· Go through different modes.

· To exit, return to “Go”

To review previous Bible memory verses:
Click on VER and type in rev (for review!)

Repeat the above steps to return to the game.

There are now a series of verses that they can review.

Option #1:  If time still remains, allow children to illustrate the story using Kid Pix.

Have children talk about how they can illustrate the story.

· Insert the KidPix CD

· Make sure children share the mouse time.  Everyone should have a chance to use the mouse.  (you may have to set time limits and then have children switch places)

· Have children use the drawing, painting and stamp tools to illustrate their part of the story.

· Have them type out a simple heading or title for the story.

· Click on the audio to have the computer read the title to the children.

· Print out the drawings.

· Or insert the drawings into slide show.

Option #2:  If you have enough help, you can let the 1-2 graders play the Fall of Jericho game also.  Someone will need to read them the questions and answers.  Also, be sure to go to options before playing and click on “Easy” at the difficulty level.  This will eliminate the more difficult questions.

Notes for Teacher:  
As much as possible, try to sit with your students as you go through the software together.  The lesson is not what’s on the computer.  It’s what you and the students do with what’s on the computer.  Guide your students through the content, share yourself and facilitate their sharing with each other.  Model your enthusiasm for the Word of God.

Discussion: (Use the remainder of class time for this activity and journal reflection time)

Once children are finished with their illustrations, gather them back at the center table, or have them turn to face the center of the room.  Have each group share their illustrations and describe them.  

Reflection and Journal Time (All Groups):  The last 10 minutes should be reserved for Journal Reflection time.  This is an opportunity for processing and reflection about what the children have learned. Ask the shepherds to pass out the journals and pencils/pens and the journal question sticker for the day.    Workshop leaders and shepherds should sit down with children in small groups to facilitate discussion and writing in Faith Journals.  Adults should write in journals as well.   Memory verse stickers are also included for each lesson.  Children may copy the memory verse and illustrate it as an alternative to journal questions.   

Grades 1-2:  God chose John as a special prophet to tell everyone Jesus was coming.  You are special 

to God, too.  Draw a picture of something that makes you special.

Grades 3-6:  John the Baptist was a witness for Jesus to others.  He showed others about Jesus.  How

can you be a witness for Jesus?     
Closing Prayer:  Encourage the children to come back next week for another workshop, and to invite their friends.  Remind them to bring their Bibles.  Ask for prayer requests and pray together. 

Clean-up:  Help the Shepherd collect Journals and nametags and put away.  Clean up computer stations replacing CDs in correct cases.  

Release children only to parents, older siblings, or by prior arrangement with parents.  Make sure parents sign their children out on class clipboards.

Lambs and Locusts 

Grades 1-2

Directions:  Answer the questions.

1.  John baptizes people in the  ____________________________ River.

2.  People want to be baptized because: 

3.  Do you think John baptizes them?    Yes _______      No _________

4.  What special person came to be baptized by John?  _______________________

5.  Who speaks from heaven?   _____________________

6.  What comes down from heaven to Jesus?  _________________________

JOHN THE BAPTIST QUIZ

John the Baptist lived during New Testament times. (Luke 3)                                                                                                                                                                                                          

True / False 

Who were John the Baptist's parents? (Luke 1:5)                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

1. Joseph and Mary

2. Elizabeth and Zechariah

3. Anna and Simeon

4. George and Laura Bush                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

Why was it so unusual for them to have a baby? (Luke 1:7)                                                                                                                                                                                                            

1. they hated kids

2. they were very old

3. they were too poor

4. they were just kids                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

Where did Zechariah work? (Luke 1:8)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

1. a stone quarry 

2. a vineyard

3. the Temple

4. a business office                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

What special visitor came to Zechariah while he was working in the Temple one day? (Luke 1:11)                                                                                                                                                                       

1. Jesus

2. Isaiah

3. Angel Gabriel

4. Ed McMahon                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

The angel told Zechariah that he would get (Luke 1:13)                                                                                                                                                                                                               

1. a new baby boy

2. a baby girl 

3. a new home

4. a new wife who could have a baby                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

The angel Gabriel said the baby would (Luke 1:17)                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

1. be a thorn in the flesh

2. prepare the way for the Lord

3. bring death and destruction upon Israel 

4. bring good news of great joy to all the people                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

What happened when Zechariah questioned the angel? (Luke 1:18-20)                                                                                                                                                                                                    

1. he died on the spot

2. he was unable to speak

3. he went blind

4. his wife left him when she heard about the other wife                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

When was Zechariah able to speak again? (Luke 1:20)                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

1. never, he never spoke for the rest of his life

2. after the baby was born

3. when he asked for forgiveness

4. when the baby grew up and left home                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

Why did they name the baby John? (Luke 1:13)                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

1. because they liked the name

2. it was easy to spell 

3. it was Zechariah's real name

4. that's what the angel told Zechariah to do                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

Why were the people surprised when the baby was named John? (Luke 1:57-61)                                                                                                                                                                                           

1. boys were usually named after the Temple priest

2. they didn't like the name

3. the baby didn't look like a John

4. boys were usually named after their father or relatives                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

What did Zechariah say when he could speak after John was born? (Luke 1:67-76)                                                                                                                                                                                       

1. I'm starved.  Let's eat!

2. Wow! What a good-looking kid!                                    

3. Praise the Lord: This child will be a prophet of God!

4. He looks just like his mother!                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

Where did John live when he grew up? (Luke 3:2-3)                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

1. in the Temple like his father

2. in the big city, Jerusalem

3. in the desert/wilderness

4. on a houseboat on the Jordan River                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

Why was John sent by God? (Luke 1:15-17)                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

1. to bring a message that would prepare people for Jesus

2. to teach people how to eat honey and locusts

3. to teach them the Lord's Prayer

4. to teach people how to swim in the Jordan River                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

What is a prophet? (use your Bible dictionary)                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

1. someone who works in the Temple

2. a very religious person

3. someone who receives messages from God and tells the people

4. someone who is very rich                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

What did John do to people who came to listen to him? (Luke 3:7)                                                                                                                                                                                                     

1. taught them how to swim

2. fed them honey and locusts

3. preached and baptized them

4. taught them to pray like Jesus                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

What Old Testament prophet did John the Baptist quote when he was preaching? (Luke 3:4-6)                                                                                                                                                                            

1. Moses

2. Jesus

3. Noah

4. Isaiah                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

Who was the prophet Isaiah talking about when he said, "a messenger is calling out in the desert..." (Luke 3:4-6)                                                                                                                                                     

1. Jesus

2. himself,  he lived in the desert 

3. Zechariah

4. John the Baptist                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

What was the name of the river where John baptized people? (Luke 3:3)                                                                                                                                                                                                

1. Sea of Galilee 

2. Dead Sea

3. Jordan River 

4. Nile River                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

What were John the Baptist's clothes made of? (Mark 1:6)                                                                                                                                                                                                             

1. camel hair and rough leather

2. fine silk and velvet 

3. purple linen

4. nothing, he was naked                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

John the Baptist lived in the desert and ate: (Mark 1:6)                                                                                                                                                                                                             

1. broiled lamb chops

2. beans and rice

3. wild honey and locusts

4. fish from the River Jordan                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

What came down on Jesus when he was baptized? (Luke 3:21-22)                                                                                                                                                                                                         

1. rain

2. a rainbow

3. Holy Spirit

4. cloud of smoke                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

What form did the Holy Spirit take when He descended on Jesus? (Matthew 3:16)                                                                                                                                                                                        

1. star

2. Butterfly

3. Dove

4. cross                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

Whose voice came from heaven when Jesus was baptized by John?  (Mark 1:11)                                                                                                                                                                                           

1. Zechariah

2. Elizabeth

3. Mary

4. God                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

What did God's voice say when Jesus was baptized?(Mark 1:11)                                                                                                                                                                                                        

1. "get out of the water before you catch a cold!"

2. "You are my son and I love you.I'm pleased with you."

3. "Blessed are the poor in spirit"

4. "Go and tell all the world about me."                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

When Jesus came to be baptized, John called him (John 1:29)                                                                                                                                                                                                          

1. the great teacher

2. my favorite cousin

3. the Big J

4. the lamb of God                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

What did John mean by calling Jesus the Lamb of God?(did you know note)                                                                                                                                                                                             

1. Jesus would die for our sins like a sacrificial lamb

2. Jesus was gentle like a lamb

3. Jesus' best friends were shepherds 

4. God used magic to turn a sheep into Jesus                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

"Look, the Lamb of God. He takes away the sin of the world. "What is the scripture reference for this? (you should know this!)                                                                                                                                          

1. Genesis 1:5

2. Luke 2:4

3. Matthew 3:1

4. John 1:29                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

Some people thought John was the Messiah which means:                                                                                                                                                                                                               

1. King of Kings

2. anointed one

3. God with us

4. a messy person

The Messiah was the expected savior of the Hebrew people prophesied in the Old Testament, whom Jewish people were awaiting.                                                                                                                                         

The REAL Messiah was 

1. Isaiah

2. John the Baptist, he WAS the one

3. Elijah 

4. Jesus Christ 

"Christ" in Greek means "anointed one," or Messiah. Jesus' name in Hebrew is "Yeshua" and means "the Lord saves." 

John the Baptist told people they should (Mark1:4)                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

1. pray 3 times a day

2. go bring all their friends to be baptized

3. repent and be baptized

4. sell all their possessions and give to the poor                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

When John preached, he told the crowds (Luke 3:7-15)                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

1. they were good and righteous people                             

2. they were a nest of poisonous snakes                            

3. they were a mighty nation before God                            

4. they were a bunch of lazy slackers 

John told people they should (Luke3:7-15)                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

1. give away all their possessions to the poor                     

2. let the dead bury the dead                                      

3. Follow him and make disciples of people                         

4. share with others and be honest with everyone 

Repent means to:(dictionary)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

1. admit you were wrong and say you're sorry                       

2. resolve to change

3. turn away from the sin and act differently                      

4. all of the above

Repentance is more than just being sorry for wrong-doing; it means that you consciously decide to change and take action!                                                                                                                                           

Sin is                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

1. doing bad things                                                

2. lying, cheating and stealing                                    

3. what separates us from a Holy God                               

4. all of the above                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

Jesus never sinned:(2Cor.5:21)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

True / False

Since Jesus never sinned, he didn't need to repent, so why was he baptized?(Matthew 13:15)                                                                                                                                                                          

1. to obey God's Holy plan                                         

2. because he was hot and the river water felt good                

3. to get people to follow him and not John the Baptist            

4. to get attention                                                

Jesus' baptism was the beginning of his public ministry.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

John baptized with water, but he said Jesus would baptize with what?(Matthew 3:11-12)                                                                                                                                                                               

1. wine                                                            

2. Holy water                                                      

3. olive oil                                                       

4. Holy Spirit 

Why are people baptized today?                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

1. to show they belong to God's family                             

2. to show that they want to follow Jesus                          

3. to promise to help a child/baby grow in their faith             

4. all of the above                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

Different churches baptize people in different ways.                                                                                                                                                                                                                

True/False                                                           

Which of these are ways people are baptized?                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

1. Dunking in a pool, river or lake                                 

2. sprinkling with a little water                                  

3. pouring water over their heads                                  

4. all of the above                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

Which are symbols of baptism?                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

1. butterfly, wreath, cross                                          

2. shell, water, dove                                                

3. cross, nails, thorns

4. crown, lion, sheep                                                

Sometimes you will see a shell with three drops of water under it symbolizing the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.                                                                                                                                                                            
______________________________________________________________________________
WORKSHOP:  SOLID ROCK CAFE

Scripture References: 

Luke 1: 5-25, 57-80, 3 & Matthew 3: 1-12 ( Pgs. 284, 287, 293 & 294 of Little Kids’ Adventure Bible )




Memory Verse:  “Look!  The lamb of God! He takes away the sin of the world!  John 1:29 (Pg. 294 Little Kids’ Adventure Bible)

Theme:  Repentance of sins, baptism

Objectives and Life Application:
· Children will read and discuss the different gospel accounts of John the Baptist’s birth and life.

· Children will describe the appearance and calling of John the Baptist.
· Children will define the following words/concepts: prophet, repentance, sin,

· Children will recognize that Jesus’ baptism was the start of his public ministry
 and a sign of his obedience to God.
· Children will discuss the meaning of baptism today.

· Children will explain John the Baptist’s description of Jesus as the Lamb of God.

· Children will reflect upon the story through journaling.

· Children will memorize John 1:29.
SUPPLIES:

· 1/2 cup milk per child

· 1 tablespoon sugar per child

· 1/4 teaspoon vanilla flavor per child

· chocolate syrup

· Honey Nut Chex Cereal

· salt

· pint size ziplock per child (Do not get discount brands – they will LEAK!)

· bigger ziplock per child

· even bigger ziplock per child

· plastics spoons & napkins

IMPORTANT NOTE!!!!  Do not purchase discount brand or zipper style bags.  They will LEAK!!!   Brand name Ziploc baggies work the best!

Start on time!  Sunday School begins at 9:30 a.m. 

Make sure parents sign their child/children in on the classroom clipboards

Welcome and Introduction:  Welcome the children and introduce yourself.  Make sure everyone is wearing their name tag.  Give the children a simple one or two sentence synopsis of what you will be doing during the workshop. Tell the children that today they will be learning about a man named John the Baptist, his birth and his calling to be a prophet.

Opening Prayer:  

Dear God, Thank you for this day and all our friends who are with us here. Be with those who are not.  Guide us and direct us.  Help us to keep our eyes, ears and hearts always open to you.
In Jesus Christ’s name we pray, Amen.

Bible Passage:  Each workshop begins with the Bible story.  One of our primary goals is to improve the children’s Bible literacy!  Always tell the children where in the Bible the story is found.  Older children can read and compare the different gospel accounts.  For older children:  Have them locate and read the selected verses.  For younger children:
Have them locate (with help) the selected verses.  Have them follow along in their Bibles as you read the story.  Or for very young children, find the verses, and then tell the story in your own words, or use a story Bible.  Shepherds can assist the children in locating the stories.  With help, even the youngest children  (Grades 1-2 ), can begin to locate stories in their Bibles.  Be sure to point out the special features including pictures, maps and notes.   Often these “special items” attract the children’s attention and will encourage them to read more.

NOTE: Teacher, as the rotation progresses, you should modify the Bible passage ( allow children to tell the story, fill in with details, add more details, and in-depth discussion depending on age group). 

Discussion Focus:  Refer to the background information sheet in preparation for classroom discussion.  Make sure the children know what the following words mean.

· prophet - one who is sent by God with a message ( usually of repentance ) for the people to witness- to tell the truth about someone.

· sin - disobedience to God.


· repentance - a change of heart and action, turning away from sin ( involves


· 3 things: recognition of sin, resolving to do differently, turning away and acting differently).

· baptism - a symbolic act involving the use of water and indicating a belief in Jesus, an outward sign of an inward change in the heart and of belonging to God.

Discuss the following ideas with the children:

· Who were John the Baptist’s parents? (Elizabeth & Zechariah)

· Why was it so unusual for them to have a baby? (they were very old)

· Why was Elizabeth and Zechariah’s baby named John? (angel Gabriel told him)
· Where did John live? (wilderness - probably his parents died while he was still young)

· Why was John sent by God? (to let people know that the Messiah was coming and to get ready )

· What kind of clothes did John wear? (rough camel hair )

· What did John eat? (wild honey and locust)

Memory Verse:  Locate and review the memory verse with the children. 

“Look!  The Lamb of God! He takes away the sin of the world!  John 1:29 

(Pg. 294 Little Kids’ Adventure Bible)

Activity: Honey & Locust Ice Cream
Say to the children:  Baptism marks our decision to follow Jesus and let God’s  spirit transform our life.  God’s love through his Holy Spirit melts and molds us into an amazing new creation.  The transformation that God offers us is huge!  Our lives will be truly different than before - glorious, joyous, peaceful and filled with hope and love.

To change our lives we must choose God and take action.

Show the children the raw ingredients, milk, sugar, vanilla., chocolate syrup, Chex cereal.  Ask them what possibilities can be made with these ingredients?  Are there choices?  Just like these ingredients can be changed into something else, people can be changed too.  We have choices as to what we will be like.

· Give each child a pint size ziplock.

· Put the following ingredients in each bag: milk, sugar and vanilla/flavor

· Zip up the bags.

· Put that bag in the next larger bag.


· Add ice to fill bag 1/2 way and 6 tablespoons of salt.

· Zip that one shut.  Place in the next larger size and shut.  Shake, turn and toss and mix the bag.  In about 5-10 minutes you will have cold hands and yummy ice cream.

As you are shaking, tossing and turning, discuss the following:

· What did John baptize with? (water)

· Why is water a symbol of what God does for us at baptism?  (it washes away our sins and cleanses us )

· What did John the Baptist tell people to do? (repent , change, be baptized)

· What did he say Jesus would baptize with? (Holy Spirit)

· What does it mean to sin? (disobey God)
· When we are baptized what are we doing?  (Admitting what we did wrong, repenting our sin and  changing our heart and our actions)
Sing the songs from the John the Baptist CD if time allows while you are still shaking, mixing and tossing.

When the ice cream is ready, strip down to the pint size bag.  Let everyone take theirs and sit at the table.  Offer each child the Honey nut Chex cereal as a topping, and offer the chocolate syrup as their baptismal water to top off their Honey & Locust ice cream.

As everyone is eating, discuss the following:

· Ask the class what was needed to change or transform the raw ingredients into ice cream?  Some answers may be - mixing, cold, salt energy.  Explain that God has a plan to transform all of us into a wonderful new creation too - if we choose God’s way.

· Jesus tells us that when we follow His way of living - caring, sharing and serving Him, we will have lives filled with joy, peace, hope and love.  Our lives will be truly changed - much better than we could ever imagine.

· Where are the places the ingredients get changed into ice cream? (freezer, in the bags with ice and salt )

· Where are the places that we can be changed into followers of Jesus? Church, Sunday School, prayer groups, the Bible

· What actions can we take to help us change into followers of Jesus? Worship, read the Bible, pray, think about Jesus, keep him in our hearts,...

You can’t make ice cream unless you put it in the freezer.  You are part of God’s plan by coming to Sunday School. When we choose to follow Jesus and we believe in God, there is a special ceremony held in church to mark this important decision.  It is called baptism.

When everyone is finished eating, let the children clean up.

EXTRA ACTIVITY - FACE SCULPTURE

· Large sheet of aluminum foil per child

· Large sheet of construction paper for each child

· Stapler

Guide each child to:

· Gently mold a sheet of foil around their face and sculpt his/her features.

· Carefully staple the edges of the foil sculpture to the construction paper to make it easier to carry.

Talk about:

· Who made you?  Do you look like anyone in your family? How are you different and special?

· God made each part of your body to have a special job. What job do your eyes do? What job do your ears do?

· In our story, whose mouth could not speak? (Zechariah) What happened?  (He doubted what the angel told him)

(Adapted from Creative Bible Learning, Science & Cooking by Karyn Henley, @1997)
     

JOURNAL TIME:  LAST 10 MINUTES OF SESSION

Grades 1-2:  Draw a picture of John the Baptist living in the wilderness wearing his camel skins and eating his honey & locust.

Grades 3-4:  Have you seen someone baptized?  Draw a picture or write about it.

Grades 5-6:  What are some of the symbols of baptism?  Baptism can be defined as an outward sign of an inward change.  What are some of the changes you think God wants us to make when we become followers of Jesus and are baptized?

Extra Activity:  If you have extra time, use the attached activity to review the memory verse.

Closing prayer:  Circle up and hold hands.  Tell the children that you will start the prayer and pass it on to the next child, if anyone does not want to say a prayer, let them squeeze the hand of the next child to pass it on.  When it comes back to you finish the prayer.
Make sure parents sign their children out on the class clipboards when picking up their children!

______________________________________________________________________________
RAIDERS OF THE LOST ART

JOHN THE BAPTIST-ROTATION

Scripture References:

Mark 1:1-11, John 1:19-34, Luke 3, Matthew 3

p. 284, 287, 293, 294 in Little Kids’ Adventure Bible

Memory Verse: 

“Look!  The Lamb of God!  He takes away the sin of the world!”  John 1:29

Themes: Prophecy fulfilled, repentance of sins, meaning of baptism

Objectives and Life Application:

· Children will read and discuss the different gospel accounts of John the Baptist’s birth and life.

· Children will describe the appearance and calling of John the Baptist.

· Children will define the following words/concepts:  

· Prophet- One who is sent by God with a message (usually of repentance) for the people

· Witness- to tell the truth about someone

· Sin- disobedience to God

· Repentance- a change of heart and action, turning away from sin – (involves 3 things: recognition of sin, resolving to do differently, turning away and acting differently)

· Baptism- a symbolic act involving the use of water and indicating a belief in Jesus, an outward sign of an inward change in the heart and of belonging to God

· Children will recognize that Jesus’ baptism was the start of his public ministry and a sign of his obedience to God.

· Children will identify some symbols of baptism- a dove, water, scalloped shell with three drops of water below (symbolizing the Father, Son and Holy Spirit).

· Children will discuss the meaning of Baptism today.

· Children will explain John the Baptist’s description of Jesus as the Lamb of God.

· Children will reflect upon the story by answering journal questions.

· Children will memorize John 1:29.

Overview:
Children will each make a bar of soap to take home.  They will each choose a river stone and will paint a word or symbol that reminds them of the baptism of Jesus as well as their own commitment to God.  They will then place the stone in their individual bar of soap.

Supplies:

· Small river stones that can be found with garden stone supplies, or floral/art and craft section of a store.

· Paint pens to write on the stones.

· Soap molds large enough to place stones in soap.

· Clear soap, opaque soap, blue dye, perfume.

· Chinese characters for peace, love, glory, water.

· Microwave

Directions:
· Paint clean stone with enamel paint pen (words and designs are attached).

· Rub a thin film of petroleum jelly in soap molds.

· Melt clear soap in microwave and pour into molds so that the mold is half full and allow a skin to form.

· Place stone in soap, face side down.

· Melt opaque soap in microwave and add blue dye and perfume if desired.

· Fill the mold with blue soap and allow it to cool.

Welcome and Introduction: Make sure everyone has his/her nametag and you have introduced yourself.  If necessary, the shepherd can make any additional nametags needed.  Briefly describe what you will be doing in class.

Opening Prayer: (You may use this one or say your own) Dear God, We are here today to learn more about your life and the prophecy that you fulfilled.  Help us to understand the meaning of baptism and your forgiveness in our lives.

Lesson: Ask each child to look up the scripture in his/her own bible.  Read the scripture and discuss the significance (see background information).  Review the memory verse.  The children will each make a bar of soap to take home.  The soap will help remind them (each time they use it) of the cleansing that baptism offers each of us.  The river stone that they will place in the center of each bar is to represent the stones from the Jordan River.  They may write any number of words or symbols that they think of when they think of baptism.  Have them follow the instructions above.

Reflection and Journal Time: Ask the shepherds to get the children’s journals out of the bucket.  Stick a copy of the journal question for their age group in each of the journals.  Give the children some quiet time to reflect and write or draw their responses to the questions.

Grades 1 & 2- “Draw a picture of someone being baptized.  Draw or write one symbol of baptism.”

Grades 3 & 4- “Baptism shows that we belong to God’s family.  What are ways to show you are a part of God’s family?”

Grades 5 & 6- “If you have been baptized, write about your baptism, what you remember and what baptism means to you.  If you have not been baptized yet, write about what you think baptism will mean to you.”

Closing Prayer: (feel free to say one of your own)  Dear God, Thank you for the gift of Jesus and for the gift of baptism.  As we leave here today, help us to remember that by being baptized, we are a member of your holy family forever. 

