SSUMC Children’s
G.R.E.A.T. Adventure
God’s love Reaching Exciting Assuring Transforming the Lives of Kids!

(this lesson set created and copyrighted by State Street UMC.  Permission granted to use for non-commercial purposes providing credit is given)

Rotation Overview

Story:  Jesus gave His life for us!  
Scripture References:  Gospel accounts of Jesus death and resurrection, John 3:16  

Memory Verse:  “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.”  John 3:16 

Theme:  Jesus gave his life for us.  We respond to His love by giving to others:  families, church and community.

Objectives and Life Application: 

· Children will understand that Jesus gave his life for the world.

· Children will understand what sin is.

· Children will understand that everyone sins.

· Children will understand that we are given a promise of eternal life with God when we believe in Jesus and repent of our sins.  

·  Children will understand that Jesus wants us to love others.  We can show this by giving to them.

· Children will become familiar with the story of Jesus’ death and resurrection.

· Children will memorize John 3:16

Overview of the Workshops:

Music:   Music can be played during activities or used if you have extra time at the end of a workshop.  John 3:16 set to music (New Invitation cassette tape)

Raiders of the Lost Art:  Children will create mosaic stepping stones to use in the church prayer garden. (Giving to church)  

HolyWord Theatre:   Children will also create “Mother’s Day Hats” for their mothers to “buy” and wear on Mother’s Day.  $ for Heifer Project Mission.  Children will view a video of the crucifixion and resurrection.  (Giving to families and others) 

Bible Quest:  Children will participate in review games.  
HolyWord Theatre - Video Workshop

Jesus gave His life for us!
Objectives and Life Application: 

· Children will understand that Jesus gave his life for the world.

· Children will understand what sin is.

· Children will understand that everyone sins.

· Children will understand that we are given a promise of eternal life with God when we believe in Jesus and repent of our sins.  

·  Children will understand that Jesus wants us to love others.  We can show this by giving to them.

· Children will become familiar with the story of Jesus’ death and resurrection.

· Children will memorize John 3:16.

Activity:  Children will create Mother’s Day Hats for Missions and view an Easter video. 
Preparation and Room Set Up:
Gather  supplies and set out on tables in room. 

Start on time!
Welcome and Introductions:   Welcome the children and introduce yourself.  Make sure you are wearing your name tag and that the children have picked up their nametags from FastPass.  Call the children by name.   Always begin each class with introductions.  Tell the children that today you will be creating hats for their moms (or special friends) as a Mother’s Day gift.  They will decorate hats with items that remind them of their moms and then their moms will “buy” the hats and the money will go to a mission project (Heifer Project).  (See background information on Heifer Project to share with children)  When they are done with their hats, they can watch a video, “He is Risen,” about the Easter story.

Opening Prayer:  Pray something like this:  “Dear God, Thank you for this day and for all the people who are here today.  Thank you for giving Jesus to us, and help us to always try to give to others just like He did.  AMEN.

Scripture:   Gospel accounts of death and resurrection of Jesus (see attached sheet with suggested scriptures)

Bible Passage:   Each workshop begins with the Bible passage!  This reinforces the message and ties together the different activities each week.    

· Gather the children together at the tables or on the rug with their Bibles. 

· Because the Passion Story is so long, choose several key passages (use attached suggestions or choose ones you prefer) and assign each child a different scripture or part of the story.    

·   Have the children use their Bibles to locate the assigned scriptures.  (For younger children,  you may need to walk them through this process and include just one or two scripture references.  The shepherd can also help the children find the scriptures)  

· Remind the children that stories about Jesus are found in the New Testament.  

· The first four books of the New Testament are called the gospels which means good news (because these books tell the good news of Jesus!)  

· Review the story of Jesus’  last days, with periodic references to the scriptures you have chosen.     

· Refer to the “Did You Know” and “Life in Bible Times” sections of their Bibles as noted on the suggested scripture page.

Discussion Focus:  Lead a brief discussion with the children about what they  just read.  Focus on God’s plan to send Jesus into the world to save us.  Use the following points to guide your discussion:  

· What is sin?  (disobedience to God, doing something wrong, being selfish, etc.)  (let them give examples)

· Who sins?  (we all do, no matter how good we try to be we still do wrong things)

· Does God sin?  (No, God is totally pure, perfect and holy!)

· Discuss:  Because of His sinless nature, God can have nothing to do with sin -- and our sins keep us apart from God, kind of like a wall or a canyon separating us from Holy God.  No matter how hard we try, we can’t reach God on our own.  No matter how “good” we try to act, we will never reach God without His help.  (show the first picture)   

· What happens when you do something wrong at home?  What do your parents do?  Are you punished?

· Because we sin, we deserve to be punished too.  But because God loves us so much He came up with a plan to bridge that huge gap between Him and us.  He sent Jesus to be punished for us.  When Jesus died on the cross, Jesus created a bridge across the canyon that was caused by our sin (show the second picture)

· (For older grades 5-6, you can discuss the symbolism of Jesus as the “spotless lamb of God” and how that connects with the Jewish sacrificial system -- they just studied the Last Supper and Passover!)

· God promises us in the Bible that if we want to live with him forever, we must believe with all our heart that Jesus died for us and ask Him to forgive us of all our sins.  God will send the Holy Spirit to help us learn to obey God every day and choose to do the right things.    

· Jesus gave his life for us because He loves us so much.  We can show Jesus how much we love Him by giving to others.

· Today we are going to give to our moms and to a really special mission project called Heifer Project.   We will decorate hats for our moms and then when they buy them we will give the money we raise to the Heifer Project -- we’ll give to our families and to others at the same time!  

Memory Verse:  “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.”  John 3:16 

Activity:  Mother’s Day Hats
· Have the children put away their Bibles and gather around the tables.  

· Demonstrate how they will decorate the hats. 

· Be sure to label each hat with the child’s name. 

· When children finish with their hats, have them go to the rugs to watch the Easter video.

Prayer Journal/Worksheet:   Review the prayer journal sheets and the worksheets for this rotation.    (Shepherds will be an integral part of this time).  Children should write down the memory verse in their Prayer Journals sometime during the Rotation.   Stickers may be included with the worksheets and children may paste these into their journals.  

Clean-up:  Help the Shepherd collect Prayer Journals and nametags and put away.  Encourage the children to help clean up.   Release children only to parents, older siblings, or by prior arrangement with parents. 

Closing Prayer:  Encourage the children to come back next week for another workshop, and to invite their friends.  Remind them to bring their Bibles.  Have the children form a circle holding hands.  Invite them to participate in a circle prayer . . . leader begins prayer and when done squeezes the hand of the person next to him/her, that person then prays and when done squeezes the hand of the next person and so on around the circle.  If someone does not want to add anything to the prayer he/she can pass by just squeezing the hand of his/her neighbor.  Remind everyone to squeeze gently. 

Raiders of the Lost Art - Art Workshop

Jesus gave His life for us!
Objectives and Life Application: 

· Children will understand that Jesus gave his life for the world.

· Children will understand what sin is.

· Children will understand that everyone sins.

· Children will understand that we are given a promise of eternal life with God when we believe in Jesus and repent of our sins.  

·  Children will understand that Jesus wants us to love others.  We can show this by giving to them.

· Children will become familiar with the story of Jesus’ death and resurrection.

· Children will memorize John 3:16

Activity:  

Children will experience giving to their church by creating decorative concretegarden stones that will be placed in the church prayer garden.

Preparation and Room Set Up:
· Gather  supplies.

· Read instructions for garden stone kits.

· Decide which stone to do with each class. (there are 5 kits - if necessary we can purchase additional concrete and tiles to create more stones)

· Trace around the stepping stone mold on a piece of butcher paper.  

· Display the mosaic garden stone (get from Cindy) to show children.  

Start on time!
Welcome and Introductions:   Welcome the children and introduce yourself.  Make sure you are wearing your name tag and that the children have picked up their nametags from FastPass.  Call the children by name.   Always begin each class with introductions.  Tell the children that today you will be creating mosaic garden stones to go in a new prayer garden for the church.  Explain to the children that mosaics are an ancient form of art where small pieces of tile, glass, or other material are put together like a puzzle to make a picture.  Many people have used mosaics to tell stories for thousands of years.   We’re going to use mosaics to draw pictures of Christian symbols which will tell everyone who sees them about Jesus.  Show them the garden stone on display (made by Cindi Woody, former church member).  Second and third week classes can also view the prior class’ work.  

Opening Prayer:  Pray something like this:  “Dear God, Thank you for this day and for all the people who are here today.  Thank you for giving Jesus to us, and help us to always try to give to others just like He did.  AMEN.

Scripture:  Gospel accounts of death and resurrection of Jesus, John 3:16

Bible Passage:   Each workshop begins with the Bible passage!  This reinforces the message and ties together the different activities each week.   

· Because the Passion Story is so long, choose several key passages (use attached suggestions or choose ones you prefer) and assign each child a different scripture or part of the story.    

· Gather the children together at the tables or on the rug with their Bibles.   

· Have the children use their Bibles to locate the story.  (For younger children,  you may need to walk them through this process and include just one or two scripture references.  The shepherd can also help the children find the scriptures)  

· Remind the children that stories about Jesus are found in the New Testament.  

· The first four books of the New Testament are called the gospels which means good news (because these books tell the good news of Jesus!)  

· Review the story of Jesus’  last days, with periodic references to the scriptures you have chosen.     

· Refer to the “Did You Know” and “Life in Bible Times” sections of their Bibles as noted in the suggested scripture sheet.

Discussion Focus:  Lead a brief discussion with the children about what they  just read.  Focus on God’s plan to send Jesus into the world to save us.  Use the following points to guide your discussion:  

· What is sin?  (disobedience to God, doing something wrong, being selfish, etc.)  (let them give examples)

· Who sins?  (we all do, no matter how good we try to be we still do wrong things)

· Does God sin?  (No, God is totally pure, perfect and holy!)

· Discuss:  Because of His sinless nature, God can have nothing to do with sin -- and our sins keep us apart from God kind of like a wall or a canyon separating us from Holy God.  No matter how hard we try, we can’t reach God on our own.  No matter how “good” we try to act, we will never reach God without His help.  (show the first picture)   

· What happens when you do something wrong at home?  What do your parents do?  Are you punished?

· Because we sin, we deserve to be punished too.  But because God loves us so much He came up with a plan to bridge that huge gap between God and us.  He sent Jesus to be punished for us.  When Jesus died on the cross, Jesus built a bridge across the canyon that was caused by our sin (show the second picture)

· (For older grades 5-6, you can discuss the symbolism of Jesus as the “spotless lamb of God” and how that connects with the Jewish sacrificial system -- they just studied the Last Supper and Passover!)

· God promises us in the Bible that if we want to live with him forever, we must believe with all our heart that Jesus died for us and ask Him to forgive us of all our sins.  God will send the Holy Spirit to help us learn to obey God every day and choose to do the right things.    

· Jesus gave his life for us because He loves us so much.  We can show Jesus how much we love Him by giving to others.

· Today we are going to make mosaic garden stepping stones to give to our church for its new Prayer Garden.  

Memory Verse:  “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.”  John 3:16 

Activity:  Mosaic Garden Stepping Stones

Refer to the directions in the mosaic stepping stone package.  These are available at local craft stores.

· Have the children put away their Bibles and put on art smocks.

· Divide the children into small groups to work on the stones (4-5 children per stone - maximum)   

· Put the paper template of the stone design out and show the children how to place the glass pieces on the paper to create the design they wish.  

· If you are including letters or words, be sure to leave room for them. 

· While they are designing the stones, mix the concrete according to package directions and pour into the molds.

· Show the children how to transfer their designs to the stepping stone mold, one piece at a time, pushing each piece into the concrete mix until it is level with the surface of the stone, leaving a little space between each piece, like a puzzle.  

· After about 30 minutes, the mixture will be firm enough for writing.  Use the stamps to stamp out any writing desired.   Consider short scripture verses, or other messages, such as:  God is Love, Jesus Lives, God Loves You, He is Risen, Love One Another, etc. 

· Have the children clean their hands in the bucket of water not in the sink!

· After the stone is firm, cover it with a damp cloth.

· Let the stone sit undisturbed for 24 hours.

· Use an old toothbrush and water to clean the surface of the glass pieces. 

· Wait at least 2 days to remove the stone from the mold.  

· Allow to cure in a cool place out of the sun. 

· Do not apply any pressure on the stone for 2 weeks. 

Prayer Journal/Worksheet:   If you have extra time, review the prayer journal sheets and the worksheets for this rotation.    (Shepherds will be an integral part of this time).  Children should write down the memory verse in their Prayer Journals sometime during the Rotation.   Stickers may be included with the worksheets and children may paste these into their journals.  

Clean-up:  Help the Shepherd collect Prayer Journals and nametags and put away.  Encourage the children to help clean up.   Release children only to parents, older siblings, or by prior arrangement with

parents.

PLEASE BE CAREFUL NOT TO LET ANY  CONCRETE 

GET WASHED DOWN THE SINK DRAIN!

 Use a bucket and dump the dirty water outside (in the parking lot).
Closing Prayer:  Encourage the children to come back next week for another workshop, and to invite their friends.  Remind them to bring their Bibles.  Have the children form a circle holding hands.  Invite them to participate in a circle prayer . . . leader begins prayer and when done squeezes the hand of the person next to him/her, that person then prays and when done squeezes the hand of the next person and so on around the circle.  If someone does not want to add anything to the prayer he/she can pass by just squeezing the hand of his/her neighbor.  Remind everyone to squeeze gently. 

Suggested Scripture References for Rotation #6 - Giving

Luke 19:28 Palm Sunday, Jesus rides into Jerusalem on a donkey

Luke 22:8 The Last Supper (Read the Did You Know note in your Bible)

Luke 22:39-45 Jesus Prays on the Mount of Olives

Luke 22:41-54 Jesus is Arrested

* Have the children read the Did You Know note on page 1294 of their Bibles, “Did Jesus ever say he was God?”  based on Luke 22:70

Luke 23:23-24 Jesus is sentenced to death

Luke 23:32-43 The Crucifixion*  Have children read Life in Bible Times in their Bibles, “The Cross”

Luke 23:50-56 Jesus’ Burial

Luke 24:1-6  The Resurrection

John 20:1-9 The Empty Tomb *  Have children read Life in Bible Times in their Bibles, “Burial” on p. 1332.
Bible Quest - Games, Storytelling and Bible Skills

Jesus gave His life for us!
Objectives and Life Application: 

· Children will understand that Jesus gave his life for the world.

· Children will understand what sin is.

· Children will understand that everyone sins.

· Children will understand that we are given a promise of eternal life with God when we believe in Jesus and repent of our sins.  

·  Children will understand that Jesus wants us to love others.  We can show this by giving to them.

· Children will become familiar with the story of Jesus’ death and resurrection.

· Children will memorize John 3:16

Activity:  

Children will review the Easter Story and play games to reinforce the memory verse and story.

Preparation and Room Set Up:
Gather  supplies

Start on time!
Welcome and Introductions:   Welcome the children and introduce yourself.  Make sure you are wearing your name tag and that the children have picked up their nametags from FastPass.  Call the children by name.   Always begin each class with introductions.  Tell the children that today you will be hearing about what happened to Jesus after the Last Supper with his disciples, the Easter story and what it means to us.  We’ll play some games to help us remember the story.

Opening Prayer:  Pray something like this:  “Dear God, Thank you for this day and for all the people who are here today.  Thank you for giving Jesus to us, and help us to always try to give to others just like He did.  AMEN.

Scripture:   Gospel accounts of death and resurrection of Jesus (see attached sheet with suggested scriptures)

Bible Passage:   Each workshop begins with the Bible passage!  This reinforces the message and ties together the different activities each week.    The Bible story in this workshop will be told using the Resurrection Eggs and booklet.

Activity:  Resurrection Egg Hunt (For Grades 1-4)

(Available from Family Life, 1-800-FL-TODAY, www.familylife-ccc.org)

· Hide the eggs around the room before children arrive.

· Gather the children together in the Temple Area with their Bibles.

· Explain that they will need to find the eggs that are hidden in the room.

· There are 12 eggs hidden.  Each child should find one egg.  (if you have more than 12 children, add some decorated eggs)

· Tell the children to look for the eggs and to come back to the table when they find one.

· Once all 12 eggs are found return to the table with their eggs.

· Have the children open their eggs in order, and show what’s inside.

· Explain the significance of the symbols inside the eggs.  (use booklet to guide discussion)

· Have children look up various scriptures to find the answer if they don’t know. 

Resurrection Story Bags (Grades 1-4)




Supplies:




baggies




small stones




crosses




crown of thorns




linen strip




purple cloth




strip of leather




nail




silver coin

After the Resurrection Egg Hunt, allow the children to create their own Resurrection Story Bags by placing one of the above items in a small bag.  They can decorate/mark on their bag with paint markers.  Ask them to share (give the love of Jesus) to at least one other person this week! 

Memory Verse:  “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.”  John 3:16

Choose one or more of the games listed below to play with the group to revew the Memory verse. 

Activity:  Verse Puzzler (Grades 1-4)

(from the Big Book of Bible Games, Gospel Light Publishers)   - See Attached
Activity:  Verse Stations (Grades 1-4)

(from the Big Book of Bible Games, Gospel Light Publishers)   - See Attached

Activity:  Verse Teamwork (Grades 1-4)

(from the Big Book of Bible Games, Gospel Light Publishers)   - See Attached

Activity:  Verse Variety (Grades 1-6)

(from the Big Book of Bible Games, Gospel Light Publishers)   - See Attached

Activity:  Who Wants to Be A Christian(aire)? (Grades 4-6)

Prayer Journal/Worksheet:   Review the prayer journal sheets and the worksheets for this rotation.    (Shepherds will be an integral part of this time).  Children should write down the memory verse in their Prayer Journals sometime during the Rotation.   Stickers may be included with the worksheets and children may paste these into their journals.  

Clean-up:  Help the Shepherd collect Prayer Journals and nametags and put away.  Encourage the children to help clean up.   Release children only to parents, older siblings, or by prior arrangement with parents. 

Closing Prayer:  Encourage the children to come back next week for another workshop, and to invite their friends.  Remind them to bring their Bibles.  Have the children form a circle holding hands.  Invite them to participate in a circle prayer . . . leader begins prayer and when done squeezes the hand of the person next to him/her, that person then prays and when done squeezes the hand of the next person and so on around the circle.  If someone does not want to add anything to the prayer he/she can pass by just squeezing the hand of his/her neighbor.  Remind everyone to squeeze gently. 

