SSUMC Children’s
G.R.E.A.T. Adventure
God’s love Reaching Exciting Assuring Transforming the Lives of Kids!
Rotation Overview

David and Goliath - Giant-Sized Faith!

(This lesson set created and copyrighted by State Street UMC, Bristol,  VA, 2001.  Permission granted to copy materials provided credit is given to State Street UMC as the source.)

Scripture References:   

I Samuel 17

Memory Verse:  “The Lord who saved me from a lion and a bear will save me from this Philistine.”  

I Samuel 17:37

Theme:   Faith in God gives us courage and strength to do things that seem impossible.

Objectives and Life Application: 

· Children will locate the story of David and Goliath in their Bibles.

· Children will recall the events of the story.

· Children will recognize David as one of the great “faith heroes” of the Bible.

· Children will explore what faith in God means.

· Children will explore how faith in God brings courage and strength.

· Children will  identify and examine events which cause their own faith to grow.

· Children will memorize I Samuel 17:37.

Overview of the Workshops:

Music:  Music can be played during activities or used if you have extra time at the end of a workshop.

Songs for this Rotation include:  I walk by Faith, Shout to the Lord, Power of God, Don’t Worry... Trust Jesus!

Raiders of the Lost Art:  Create Goliath’s and Saul’s armor/shields to use in Drama workshop.    Create large cardboard (lifesize -- 9 foot tall) replica of Goliath to use in Bible Quest.  

Sunday Morning Live:  Grades K-1 act out story using armor created in Raiders of the Lost Art. 
Bible Quest:  Tell story through “clip and snip” activity.  Create slingshots and use to knock down Goliath.  Play additional games to review story and memory verse.

Solid Rock Cafe:  Make “Giant” Cookie 

CyberSpace:  Grades 3-6 explore story on computer

Ideas for Discussion Focus:  These questions can be used to help you develop the Discussion Focus part of your lesson. 

1.  Who was David?   Review story background with children (include the anointing of David by Samuel as the next king, how he was filled with the Holy Spirit at that time, his position as the youngest brother in the family, etc.)

2.  What did he do for his family?  (shepherd)

3.  Why was he at the battle line?  (errand for father to take food to his brothers)

4.  Who was Goliath.  Describe him.

5.  What made David volunteer to fight Goliath when no one else would?

6.  Where did David get such strength and courage?   (his strong faith was given to him when anointed by Samuel, through his experience of God in his daily life, he depended on God, trusted him)

7.  What is faith?

8.  What makes our faith grow stronger?

9.   How did David know God would be with him?

10.  What does armor do?  What kind of armor did Goliath wear?  What about David?

11.  How does God act like our armor?

12.  What are some of the “giants” we face each day?  (difficult times when we need to put on the “armor of God?”)

13.  What does this story tell us about God and what He is like?

Background Information
Saul was the first king of Israel, anointed by Samuel.  His obedience and trust in God deteriorated over the years and God instructed Samuel to anoint a new leader, one of Jesse’s sons from Bethlehem.  Samuel followed God’s call and traveled to Bethlehem to seek the new leader.  One by one, Jesse’s sons were introduced to him, but none of them were the selection chosen by God.  Finally Jesse’s eighth and youngest son, David was called from the fields where he tended the family’s sheep.  Samuel immediately knew that David was God’s chosen leader, recognizing that “the Lord does not see as mortals see; they look on the outward appearance, but the Lord looks on the heart.”    (I Sam. 16:7)  As Samuel anointed David’s head with oil, “the Spirit of the Lord came mightily upon David from that day forward.”  (I Sam. 16:13)

Saul led his army against the Philistines and Jesse’s three oldest sons were sent to fight.  David was sent one day by his father to bring food to his brothers as well as a gift of ten cheeses for their commanding officer.   He traveled about twelve miles from Bethlehem to the Shephelah, the low foothills separating the Hebrews on a mountain plateau from the Philistines on the coastal plain.  The two armies were at a stand-off.  Neither side would risk an attack across the open ground and up the opposing slope.  Goliath, a Philistine giant (over nine feet tall) from Gath came forward as the Philistine champion.  The use of a chosen champion was an ancient Greek tradition, whereby one man from each side was chosen to fight as a representative and thus to decide the issues of war through their battle.  Goliath was such a man.  The Hebrews however, were cowed by his sheer size and ferocity-- over nine feet tall, wearing armor that weighed 125 pounds and carrying a spear that weighed over fifteen pounds.   Daily Goliath paraded between the lines, taunting the Israelites and challenging them to send their own champion to fight him. 

As David brought lunch to his brothers, this is the sight he came upon.  David was furious at Goliath’s insolence!  “Who does this uncircumcised Philistine think he is?  Does he think he can speak against the armies of the living God?” (I Sam. 17:26)  and David voluntered to fight the giant.  Because of his youth and small size, Saul and others tried to dissuade David from fighting, but David was convinced.  God had protected him as he fought bears and lions while tending his father’s sheep, and God would protect him from Goliath now.  Saul gave David his own armor, including a bronze helmet and his sword, but David was not used to the weight, so he took only his shepherd’s staff, his slingshot and five smooth stones plucked from the stream and went out to face the Philistine.  Goliath taunted David and bragged that he would feed his body to the birds and David shouted back that the Lord would hand Goliath over to him.   David made it clear that it was not his skill, but God’s power and might that would settle this battle.  “The battle belongs to the Lord.”  (I Sam. 17:47)

David slung a stone from his sling which hit Goliath hard in the forehead (people skilled with slings could rifle stones at about 100 mph!) and he dropped to the ground.  Using Goliath’s own sword, David quickly cut off his head.  The Philistines turned and ran, pursued by the Israelite army.  

David is one of the greatest faith heroes of the Bible.  Known for his many different personality traits -- shrewdness, great military leadership, courage, love of music and poetry, and passions that led him astray, he is most known for his faith and humbleness of spirit before God.   

Children in today’s world experience their own “giants” on a day to day basis.  Peer pressure, the temptations of drugs, alcohol, sex, cheating, lying, etc. are some of the issues which confront them.  The pressure to conform to a certain standard of appearance and behavior is great.  Remind children that God truly does look on the heart, not on outward appearance.  Reassure them that they do not face these pressures alone, that God is with them always, and will give them strength and courage, just as He did for  David.   

Bible Quest - Games, Bible Skills, Storytelling Workshop

David and Goliath - Giant-Sized Faith
Objectives and Life Application: 

· Children will locate the story of David and Goliath in their Bibles.

· Children will recall the events of the story.

· Children will recognize David as one of the great “faith heroes” of the Bible.

· Children will explore what faith in God means.

· Children will explore how faith in God brings courage and strength.

· Children will  identify and examine events which cause their own faith to grow.

· Children will memorize I Samuel 17:37.

Preparation and Room Set Up:
Review the background information sheets and lesson materials.

Choose the games you will play and gather supplies.  Obtain the life-sized Goliath, created in the Art Workshop.  Consider playing outside if weather permits.

Start on time!  Sunday School begins at 9:30 a.m.
Welcome and Introductions:   Welcome the children and introduce yourself.  Make sure you are wearing your name tag and that the children have picked up their nametags from FastPass.  Call the children by name.   Always begin each class with introductions.  Tell the children that today you will be learning about a very special hero, named David and his giant-sized faith.

Opening Prayer:  Pray something like this:  “Dear God, Thank you for this day and for all the people who are here today.  Thank you for telling us about people like David who looked to you for courage when they were facing difficult obstacles.  Help us to be more like David.”  

Scripture:  I Samuel 17

Bible Passage:   Each workshop begins with the Bible passage!  This reinforces the message and ties together the different activities each week.   Gather the children together in the Temple Area with their Bibles.   Have the children use their Bibles to locate the story.  (For younger children,  you may need to walk them through this process.  The shepherd can also help the children find the scripture.  Even the youngest children should begin to use their Bibles!  If they do not have their own Bibles, use the extras in the room.  Encourage the children to bring their Bibles each week!)  Remind the children that stories about Jesus and the early church are found in the New Testament.   Today’s story takes place long before Jesus was born, so it is found in the Old Testament.  It is a story of David, who was one of Jesus’ ancestors.

As the children sit with their Bibles open to the story, tell the story using the “clip and snip” handout.  (see attached)  You might want to have extras available so that the children can retell the story themselves or take home to tell the story to their parents or younger siblings.

Discussion Focus:   Additional questions you might want to discuss with the children, include:

1.  Who was David?   Review story background with children (include the anointing of David by Samuel as the next king, how he was filled with the Holy Spirit at that time, his position as the youngest brother in the family, etc.)

2.  What did he do for his family?  (shepherd)

3.  Why was he at the battle line?  (errand for father to take food to his brothers)

4.  Who was Goliath.  Describe him.

5.  What made David volunteer to fight Goliath when no one else would?

6.  Where did David get such strength and courage?   (his strong faith was given to him when anointed by Samuel, through his experience of God in his daily life, he depended on God, trusted him)

7.  What is faith?  What makes our faith grow stronger?

8.   How did David know God would be with him?

9.  What does armor do?  What kind of armor did Goliath wear?  What about David?

10.  How does God act like our armor?

11.  What are some of the “giants” we face each day?  (difficult times when we need to put on the “armor of God?”)

Memory Verse:  Review the memory verse with the children.  (Sometime during the Rotation, they will need to write the memory verse in their Prayer Journals).  Tell the children that we will review the memory verse today while playing some games.  “The Lord who saved me from a lion and a bear will save me from this Philistine.”  I Samuel 17:37.

Activities: David’s Sling

(Bible Time Crafts? Cokesbury)

Supplies:
· vinyl  3 inches by 7 inches (you may want to pre-cut for younger children)

· two 20 inch strips leather lacing (or heavy duty shoelaces or heavy yarn)

· holepunch or scissors

· nerf golfball or ping pong ball - one for each pair of children

· butcher paper, made into several targets

Instructions:
Explain to the children that you are going to make slings, similar to David’s sling which he used to kill Goliath.  David’s sling was probably made of leather and he used smooth stones to scare off bears and lions which threatened the sheep he cared for. 

· Hand out pieces of vinyl with the pattern traced on the back side. 

· Have children cut out the rectangle. (write their names on the back)

· Use a holepunch or scissors to make a small slit in each shorter end piece.

· Give each child 2 leather strips.  Have them thread the strips through the hole or slit in the end of the vinyl rectangle and knot on one end, leaving a long tail.

· Place the nerf ball or ping pong ball in the pouch of the sling.

· Hold on to both ends of the leather strip and twirl the sling around and around.  (to make it easier to release only one end of the strip, have the children sandwich their index finger between the two strips and then release one strip only -- this is harder than it sounds!)

· Let go of one end of the leather strip and watch the “stone” fly away.

· Place several butcher paper targets against the wall and allow children to practice several times to improve aim.  This is harder than it sounds.  Remind them that David practiced over and over again every day until his aim was very good.  They should be very impressed with the degree of skill David had!

Fighting the Giant! 

(If weather permits, move outside for this part of the class.)

Tell the children that you are now going to use the slings you’ve made to try to “fight the giant” yourself.  Depending on the size of your class, you may want to divide into two teams and have part of the group fight Goliath while the others continue practicing with the targets.   Make sure that there is plenty of space between the two groups if you choose this option.

Supplies:
· slings made earlier in class

· several small soft rubber golfballs

· *OR use “sock slings” (waste hose with newspaper balls stuffed in toes) 

· several pair of old hose with the legs cut out

· newspapers wadded into 3-4” balls wrapped with masking tape

· life-size “Goliath” made in Art Workshop

To Play:

· Place “Goliath” several yards away from the group of children (judge the distance by watching how the practice rounds went) and away from windows and walkways.  Have the children stand behind a chalk line or masking tape line on the ground.  

· Choose one child to come forward and be David.  

· Before “David” shoots, he should shout out the Bible memory verse, “The Lord who saved me from a lion and a bear will save me from this Philistine.”   The Israelites will shout out the response, “I Samuel 17:37” and cheer David on!  

· Then have one of the “Israelites” (or the teacher) give a ball (but be sure to be away from windows and keep children out of the line of fire)  to “David” and watch as he/she slings it toward Goliath trying to knock him over.  (if time permits, allow children up to 3 tries -- after all, David had 5 stones in the story!)  If the children (especially the younger age group have too much difficulty “slaying” Goliath with the sling, try the sock slings made from waste hose.  

· Repeat until everyone has a chance to use their slings to fight Goliath. 

· Keep track of the number of times Goliath is “slain.”  

*  To make “sock slings” take several newspapers and wad into a ball, wrap with masking tape and stuff into the toe of the old hose.  Tie a knot to secure the ball in the end of the hose.  Then reach into the leg of the hose, grab the “ball” and pull through the leg of the hose.  Knot again.  Repeat several times until the leg part is about 15” long, ending with a knot.  

Discussion:
After everyone has had a chance to play, gather the children in a circle, seated on the ground.  (or return to the classroom).  Debrief with the following questions:

· What was it like to be David and face a huge giant?

· How do you think David felt?  What about the Israelites?  

· What gave David courage to do such a brave thing?

· How can faith in God help us face the “giants” in our lives?

· What did this story teach us about God? 

True-False Jumps

(adapted from Bible Learning Games, Rainbow Books)

Preparation:
Play outside if weather permits, or inside.  Chalk or tape off two parallel lines about 18 inches apart.  Or play using a sidewalk as the dividing line.

To Play:
· Designate one line “True” and another “False.”  

· Line the players up between the lines in the center.

· Read a statement about the day’s story from the statements below, or make up your own.

· Players must jump to either the True side or the False side.  No changing sides once they’ve jumped!

· Have players explain why they jumped to a particular side.  Discuss the answers.

Quiz Statements:
· David was the oldest son of Jesse.

· David was a shepherd and took care of his father’s sheep.

· David knew that someday he would be the king of Israel.

· David grew up in Bethlehem.

· Saul was the King of Israel when David was a boy.

· Goliath was a short little man.

· Goliath was a Philistine soldier.

· Goliath’s hometown was Gath.

· Goliath hid from the Israelite army, wanting to attack them at night.

· All the Israelite soldiers fought over who would get to fight Goliath.

· The Israelite soldiers drew straws to see who would fight Goliath and David was chosen.

· David wore King Saul’s armor when he fought Goliath.

· David said, “I will win this battle because I am the bravest and strongest Israelite in the whole army!”

· David fought Goliath with King Saul’s sword.

· David said “The Lord who saved me from a flood and a snake will save me from this Philistine.”  

· David used a whole bushel of stones to kill Goliath.

· David got his great courage from faith in God.

· David believed that no matter what happened to him, God would be with him always and would protect him.

· No matter what happens to you, God is with you.

Prayer Journal/Worksheet: If you have time, review the prayer journal sheets and the worksheets for this rotation.   Children should write down the memory verse in their Prayer Journals sometime during the Rotation.  

Clean-up:  Help the Shepherd collect Prayer Journals and nametags and put away.  Encourage the children to help clean up all supplies and put away.   Release children only to parents, older siblings, or by prior arrangement with parents.   Allow children to take home their slings.  

Closing Prayer:  Encourage the children to come back next week for another workshop, and to invite their friends.  Remind them to bring their Bibles.  Have the children form a circle holding hands.  Invite them to participate in a circle prayer . . . leader begins prayer and when done squeezes the hand of the person next to him/her, that person then prays and when done squeezes the hand of the next person and so on around the circle.  If someone does not want to add anything to the prayer he/she can pass by just squeezing the hand of his/her neighbor.  Remind everyone to squeeze gently. 

Sunday Morning Live - Drama

David and Goliath - Giant-Sized Faith
Objectives and Life Application: 

· Children will locate the story of David and Goliath in their Bibles.

· Children will recall the events of the story.

· Children will recognize David as one of the great “faith heroes” of the Bible.

· Children will explore what faith in God means.

· Children will explore how faith in God brings courage and strength.

· Children will  identify and examine events which cause their own faith to grow.

· Children will memorize I Samuel 17:37.

Preparation and Room Set Up:
Review the background information sheets and lesson materials.

Gather costumes, props (the armor, slings, and shields were created in the art workshop).

Get music CD and CD player if desired

Start on time!  Sunday School begins at 9:30 a.m.
Welcome and Introductions:   Welcome the children and introduce yourself.  Make sure you are wearing your name tag and that the children have picked up their nametags from FastPass.  Call the children by name.   Always begin each class with introductions.  Tell the children that today you will be learning about a very special hero, named David and his giant-sized faith and acting out the story.

Opening Prayer:  Pray something like this:  “Dear God, Thank you for this day and for all the people who are here today.  Thank you for telling us about people like David who looked to you for courage when they were facing difficult obstacles.  Help us to be more like David.”  

Scripture:  I Samuel 17

Bible Passage:   Each workshop begins with the Bible passage!  This reinforces the message and ties together the different activities each week.   Gather the children together  with their Bibles.   Have the children use their Bibles to locate the story.  (For younger children,  you may need to walk them through this process.  The shepherd can also help the children find the scripture.  Even the youngest children should begin to use their Bibles!  If they do not have their own Bibles, use the extras in the room.  Encourage the children to bring their Bibles each week!)  Remind the children that stories about Jesus and the early church are found in the New Testament.   Today’s story takes place long before Jesus was born, so it is found in the Old Testament.  It is a story of David, who was one of Jesus’ ancestors.  

Read the story from your Bible or the children’s Bible storybook.  Or use the following David and Goliath rhyme to tell the story.  Use the following questions to guide the children’s understanding of the story or integrate questions into the rhyme as noted below.

Discussion Focus:   Additional questions you might want to discuss with the children, include:

1.  Who was David?   Review story background with children (include the anointing of David by Samuel as the next king, how he was filled with the Holy Spirit at that time, his position as the youngest brother in the family, etc.)

2.  What did he do for his family?  (shepherd)

3.  Why was he at the battle line?  (errand for father to take food to his brothers)

4.  Who was Goliath.  Describe him.

5.  What made David volunteer to fight Goliath when no one else would?

6.  Where did David get such strength and courage?   (his strong faith was given to him when anointed by Samuel, through his experience of God in his daily life, he depended on God, trusted him)

7.  What is faith?  What makes our faith grow stronger?

8.   How did David know God would be with him?

9.  What does armor do?  What kind of armor did Goliath wear?  What about David?

10.  How does God act like our armor?

11.  What are some of the “giants” we face each day?  (difficult times when we need to put on the “armor of God?”)

Memory Verse:  Review the memory verse with the children.  (Sometime during the Rotation, they will need to write the memory verse in their Prayer Journals).  Tell the children that we will review the memory verse today while playing some games.  “The Lord who saved me from a lion and a bear will save me from this Philistine.”  I Samuel 17:37.

Activity - Act out the Story

One possibility is to use the following story in rhyme as a basis for acting out the story.  Children could create their own “rap” song using the rhyme, and clapping and snapping to the beat.  Try teaching it to them using an “echo” method where the teacher sings the first verse and the children repeat it or reply. Once they are familiar with the story, you can use it to “narrate” the story as they act it out.  

David and Goliath

(Adapted from The Rhyme Bible Storybook by L.J. Sattgast)

Who was mean 

and tall and strong?

A giant named Goliath!

Who had a spear 

That was sharp and long?

A giant named Goliath!

Every morning 

and every night

Goliath tried

to pick a fight.

“Come and get me

If you can!”

But all God’s people

Turned and ran.  
(You could insert a refrain here -- have the children come up with something -- 

“Goliath was a giant  -- a BIG giant”

“Goliath was a giant -- a  MEAN giant!”  

or

have children continue to snapping/clapping while you pause and ask them questions about what they’ve just heard -- for example: Who was this giant?  Why did God’s people run?

A boy named David

Came one day.

He heard what Goliath

Had to say.

But David said,

“This man’s a clod!

He’s making fun

Of the Living God!”
(Insert the refrain again or change it to be about David now 

“David was a boy -- a young boy”

“David was a boy -- a shepherd boy”

or

pause again for questions.  Who was David?  What did he think of Goliath?

The king found out

What David said,

But then the king

Just shook his head.

“How can someone 

As young as you

Expect to do what

A soldier can’t do?”

“God will be with me,”

David said.

So at last the king

Nodded his head.
(insert refrain again)

or

pause again and ask questions.  Did the king think that David had a chance?  What made David so sure?

David turned 

And left the king.

He took his staff

And he took his sling.

He walked on down

To a little stream

Where he found five stones

That were smooth and clean.
(insert refrain again)

or 

pause again and ask questions.  Did David take a spear?  Did David use armor?  What was David’s weapon?

Goliath saw David,

And it made him mad.

He let out a roar

To frighten the lad.

But David kept coming.

He didn’t run away.

And that’s when Goliath

Heard him say,
“YOU come to me

With a spear and a sword.

But I come to you 

In the name of the LORD!”
(insert refrain again)

or

pause again and ask questions.  How did Goliath act when he saw David?  What did David say?  What do you think made him so brave?

David made the sling

Go around and around.

The stone flew up

With a whistling sound,

And giant Goliath

Fell to the ground!
(insert refrain again)

... or pause again and ask questions.  What happened to Goliath?  How do you think all the soldiers felt when a young shepherd boy killed the giant when they were so afraid.  What did David teach us about having faith in God? 

Act out the story using the David and Goliath Rhyme to narrate it.  If time permits, allow children to switch roles and repeat the drama.  

Prayer Journal/Worksheet:   If you have time, review the prayer journal sheets and the worksheets for this rotation.   Children should write down the memory verse in their Prayer Journals sometime during the Rotation.  

Clean-up:  Help the Shepherd collect Prayer Journals and nametags and put away.  Encourage the children to help clean up all props  and put away.  Hang all costumes neatly in the costume closet.   Release children only to parents, older siblings, or by prior arrangement with parents. 

Closing Prayer:  Encourage the children to come back next week for another workshop, and to invite their friends.  Remind them to bring their Bibles.  Have the children form a circle holding hands.  Invite them to participate in a circle prayer . . . leader begins prayer and when done squeezes the hand of the person next to him/her, that person then prays and when done squeezes the hand of the next person and so on around the circle.  If someone does not want to add anything to the prayer he/she can pass by just squeezing the hand of his/her neighbor.  Remind everyone to squeeze gently. 

Cyber Space - Computers

David and Goliath - Giant-Sized Faith
Objectives and Life Application: 

· Children will locate the story of David and Goliath in their Bibles.

· Children will recall the events of the story.

· Children will recognize David as one of the great “faith heroes” of the Bible.

· Children will explore what faith in God means.

· Children will explore how faith in God brings courage and strength.

· Children will  identify and examine events which cause their own faith to grow.

· Children will memorize I Samuel 17:37.

Preparation and Room Set Up:
Review the background information sheets and lesson materials.

Turn computers on prior to class arrival, gather CDs.

One copy of the “Newspaper Reporting Form” for each group of children.

Software to be used:
Life Application Bible CD

BibleLand.com CD

Church Art Pro CDs - graphics

Start on time!  Sunday School begins at 9:30 a.m.
Welcome and Introductions:   Welcome the children and introduce yourself.  Make sure you are wearing your name tag and that the children have picked up their nametags from FastPass.  Call the children by name.   Always begin each class with introductions.  Tell the children that today you will be learning about a very special hero, named David and his giant-sized faith.  You will find information about David and Goliath on the computer and create a newspaper front page headline and story. 

Opening Prayer:  Pray something like this:  “Dear God, Thank you for this day and for all the people who are here today.  Thank you for telling us about people like David who looked to you for courage when they were facing difficult obstacles.  Help us to be more like David.”  

Scripture:  I Samuel 17

Bible Passage:   Each workshop begins with the Bible passage!  This reinforces the message and ties together the different activities each week.   Gather the children together  with their Bibles.   Have the children use their Bibles to locate the story.  (For younger children,  you may need to walk them through this process.  The shepherd can also help the children find the scripture.  Even the youngest children should begin to use their Bibles!  If they do not have their own Bibles, use the extras in the room.  Encourage the children to bring their Bibles each week!)  Remind the children that stories about Jesus and the early church are found in the New Testament.   Today’s story takes place long before Jesus was born, so it is found in the Old Testament.  It is a story of David, who was one of Jesus’ ancestors.  

Read the story from your Bible while the children follow along in theirs.  

Discussion Focus:   Review some of the badkground informations with the children through discussing some of the following questions:

· Who was David?   Review story background with children (include the anointing of David by Samuel as the next king, how he was filled with the Holy Spirit at that time, his position as the youngest brother in the family, etc.)

· What did he do for his family?  (shepherd)

· Why was he at the battle line?  (errand for father to take food to his brothers)

· Who was Goliath.  Describe him.

· What made David volunteer to fight Goliath when no one else would?

· Where did David get such strength and courage?   (his strong faith was given to him when anointed by Samuel, through his experience of God in his daily life, he depended on God, trusted him)

· What is faith?  What makes our faith grow stronger?

· How did David know God would be with him?

· What does armor do?  What kind of armor did Goliath wear?  What about David?

· How does God act like our armor?

· What are some of the “giants” we face each day?  (difficult times when we need to put on the “armor of God?”)

· Talk about some difficult experiences that have led to growth in our faith.   

Memory Verse:  Review the memory verse with the children.  (Sometime during the Rotation, they will need to write the memory verse in their Prayer Journals).   Write the memory verse on the white board for the children to view and copy into their journals if they haven’t done so already.   “The Lord who saved me from a lion and a bear will save me from this Philistine.”  I Samuel 17:37.

Activity:  Newspaper Story of David and Goliath
Tell the children that they will research the story of David and Goliath and create a newspaper story with front page headlines telling the “upset” story of David killing the giant, Goliath. 
· Divide the children into groups of two to three at computer stations.  Each child should have a turn at the mouse -- you may need to divide the time period to facilitate sharing.  Rotate the jobs of navigator (with the mouse), recorder (writing down notes about what you discover), and designer (laying out and setting up the newspaper).  
· Explain to the children that all good reporters must answer certain questions when covering events. Their story should answer them as well.  Questions to answer:

· Who (Who was involved)

· What (What happened)

· Where (Where did it happen)

· When (When did it happen?  Not the date, necessarily, but the time frame that this took place.  Who was king?  What were the Israelites doing there, etc.) 

· Why (Why they think it happened?  Why is this story in the Bible?  What does it tell us about God?)

· How (How did it happen?  How did a shepherd boy beat a 9 foot tall military giant?)

· Use the handout (see attached) for the children to use as they research the story.  They can fill in the information as they find it.  

· Provide extra paper for them as they brainstorm about their newspaper ideas.

· Children will need to use a word-processing program or KidPix to create their newspaper story. 

· Encourage them to include maps, pictures, or photos to make their stories more interesting. 

· Print out the stories.

· Share with the group.

· Hang up in the room or outside the doorway in the hall so adults can see.

Software and Navigation 

(about 20 minutes)

Life Application Bible CD:

A dramatic reading (click on red) I Samuel 17:41-51.

· Photo - Elah Nolly streambed where David chose five stones for his sling

· Map - battle location near Socoh

· Art - David hurls the stone at Goliath

Bibleland.com CD:
Navigation tips:
Search -> People ->  Military Men - > David (David’s webpage) 

Read his web page and click on several links -- Goliath (link to Philistines)

OR
Search Villains  -> Goliath -> read Goliath’s full story, as told by Goliath before the fight, finished by the Azekah Tribune (will give them an idea for their own newspaper story!)

** this is good!   link to Tips on Fighting Giants.  David talks about how to have courage and keep faith when facing “giants” and other obstacles.  

Notes for Teacher:  
As much as possible, try to sit with your students as you go through the software together.  The lesson is not what’s on the computer.  It’s what you and the students do with what’s on the computer.  Guide your students through the content, share yourself and facilitate their sharing with each other.  Model your enthusiasm for the Word of God.

Encourage the children to SLOW DOWN when searching through the software.  They tend to skim through quickly, without reading and absorbing the information.  Encourage them to talk together in their small groups about the questions posed in the various links.  Using the Newspaper Reporting Form should help to slow them down and focus their research on specific information.   Plan to spend roughly 20 minutes on each segment of the lesson.  (1.  Welcome, Opening Prayer, Bible lesson  2.  Research with software  3.  Creating Newspaper, sharing with whole group, closing prayer)

If you have extra time:
Play the Goliath game - Take turns hurling the stone at Goliath (go through Bibleland games link or through Goliath link)   Children could also make worksheets with questions about David and Goliath story and include some of the puzzles, mazes, or coloring sheets available on the graphics CD.

Prayer Journal/Worksheet:   If you have time, review the prayer journal sheets and the worksheets for this rotation.   Children should write down the memory verse in their Prayer Journals sometime during the Rotation.  

Clean-up:  Help the Shepherd collect Prayer Journals and nametags and put away.  Clean up computer stations replacing CDs in cases.  Release children only to parents, older siblings, or by prior arrangement with parents. 

Closing Prayer:  Encourage the children to come back next week for another workshop, and to invite their friends.  Remind them to bring their Bibles.  Have the children form a circle holding hands.  Invite them to participate in a circle prayer . . . leader begins prayer and when done squeezes the hand of the person next to him/her, that person then prays and when done squeezes the hand of the next person and so on around the circle.  If someone does not want to add anything to the prayer he/she can pass by just squeezing the hand of his/her neighbor.  Remind everyone to squeeze gently.  Or close in prayer yourself thanking God for the “giants” in our lives that help our faith to grow stronger.  Ask God for courage to face these giants just like David did.  

Newspaper Reporting Form
Use this form as you navigate through the software.  Try to answer all of these questions.  Have the recorder in your group write down the answers as you discover them.  Then use the answers to create your own news story.  Remember, you are working under a deadline, just like a real reporter!

WHO:  Who are the main characters in this story?  Are there other people involved?  Who are they?

WHAT:  What happened?  Describe briefly.  Use adjectives (descriptive words)

WHEN:  When did the story take place?  You may not know the year, but try to put the story in context.  What else was happening during this time?  Who was king?  Was this Old Testament or New Testament times?

WHERE:  Where did this story take place?  Do we know?  Maps are sometimes used in newspaper stories to pinpoint the exact location for the readers.

WHY:  Why did this happen?  What events led up to the story?  Why do you think this story is included in the Bible?  What does it tell us about David, Goliath and God?

HOW:  How did the story happen?  What are the specifics of the battle?  How do you explain the events of the story?  (How did a young shepherd boy beat a 9 foot tall military giant?)  

OTHER INTERESTING OBSERVATIONS:  Include any  facts or observations your group made to make your story more interesting to the reader.  

